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FOREWORD

OR the second time in three years, through

the courtesy of the Director, Homer St.

Gaudens and the Board of Trustees of Car-
negie Institute, the Art Institute of Chicago is
privileged to show European paintings from the
Carnegie International Exhibition. Held an-
nually at Pittsburgh, the Carnegie International
ranks with a great foreign exhibition like the
Venice Biennial.

For the past two years a new scheme of rota-
tion in regard to exhibitors has been followed.
Instead of showing one or two canvases cach
painter is now invited to exhibit a group, and
a painter who exhibits in 1928 will automatic-
ally not be represented again until 1930. Thus
the visitor is not overwhelmed by names and is
better able to judge the merits of the individual
artist. '

In America (particularly outside of New York)
those interested in painting have very little op-
portunity of seeing the work of contemporary
foreign artists. A painter must have won a
considerable European name before he is widely
accepted here. One of the strong points of the
Carnegie Exhibition lies in bringing to American
attention painters who might otherwise remain
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unknown, and in choosing those painters not
only from France, Great Britain, Germany and
Italy, but from Spain, Holland, Belgium, Russia,
Poland, Switzerland, Austria, Sweden, Norway
and Czechoslovakia as well.

At this time when the interest of Chicago is
being turned towards the World's Fair of 1933,
an opportunity like this to see world painting
should prove particularly valuable. The celebra-
tion which is being planned for 1933 is to have
as its main theme, the progress of mankind
during the last hundred years. Undoubtedly the
Fine Arts Department will develop a program to
fit in with this intention. The Chicago World’s
Fair of 1893 was one of the most powerful factors
in shaping American art and art appreciation for
years afterward. One can hardly suppose that
the second World’s Fair will do less. Some of
the painters shown in the present Carnegie Inter-
national will certainly be represented in 1933.
Now is Chicago’s chance to become acquainted
with them, four years ahead of their formal
presentation. Rosert B. HARSHE
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