
CAT. 94

Double Crown Amulet

Ptolemaic Period (332–30 BCE)

Ancient Egyptian

Gold; 1.3 × 1 × 0.3 cm (1/2 × 3/8 × 1/8 in.)

The Art Institute of Chicago, purchased with funds provided by Henry H. Getty and Charles

L. Hutchinson, 1894.961
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This tiny amulet represents the crown of Upper and Lower Egypt on a half-circle (the hieroglyph
neb, ⯑, that means “lord”), the composition reading “Lord of Upper and Lower Egypt.” The
amulet is diminutive, yet it was made with precise workmanship; even the curled element on the
front of the crown has an indentation to indicate its spiral. It was constructed in three parts: the
Double Crown made of thick gold; a rectangular tab base that allowed it to be attached to the
reverse of the neb sign, creating a double layer; and a small, gold suspension loop on the reverse
(see fig. 1).

Fig. 1

Back of cat. 94.

From the Middle Kingdom onward, groups of small-scale amulets were strung together to make
necklaces and bracelets.[1] A group of small gold amulets similar to the Chicago example was
discovered in a Dynasty 26 burial at Saqqara.[2]

From the late New Kingdom onward, but especially during the Late through the Roman Periods,
scenes of the king presenting the Double Crown on a neb sign to the gods(s) appeared in temple
reliefs as an affirmation of the king’s legitimacy and the god(s)’s approval of his reign.

For more on amulets, see About Amulets.
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