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This figure portrays the god Bes, who is shown as a man with dwarfism with a large belly, flexed
arms and legs, hands resting on hips, and the tail of a lion between his legs. His headdress is
made of tall feathers. His face is framed by the skin of a lion or leopard draped over his
shoulders like a cape. He grimaces, and his long, triangular tongue hangs below his upper teeth.
He has small, loop-like ears. The faience has been carved out to create open spaces between
both his flexed arms and his tail and legs. Most of the amulet was covered with bright blue glaze,
while the headdress, some of the face, and other areas of the front were picked out in darker,
purple-black glaze. With the exception of the animal skin, which tapers to a “V” in the middle of
his back, the reverse has little detail. A wide loop behind the head, modeled to look like three

adjacent loops, allowed the amulet to be strung (see fig. 1).
Fig. 1

Back of cat. 71.

Bes was an extremely popular subject for amulets because the god was a protector of women in
childbirth, and of children. In the Late Period and into the Roman era, Bes may be shown as a
warrior outfitted with a shield and scimitar, ready to protect his devotees. He is associated with
happiness and music, and he is often shown grasping a frame drum. Several examples of
ceramics are decorated with an image of a female musician with a tattoo of Bes on her thigh.[']
Images of Bes were used to decorate household and personal objects such as chairs, the legs

and footboards of beds, jewelry, and cosmetic boxes.



Amulets of Bes are known as early as Dynasty 18, although the god himself is attested at least as
early as the Middle Kingdom.[2]

Bes is one of the few gods who appears in two-dimensional representations with his face shown
frontally.

For more on amulets, see About Amulets.
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