
Call for Submissions
Chicago Public Schools’ Student Art Showcase

Submissions are now open for Extra/Ordinary: A Showcase of Chicago Public Schools’ 
Student Art. In partnership with the Art Institute of Chicago’s Teen Council and the 
CPS Arts Student Voice Committee, this exhibition of student art from Chicago 
Public Schools will highlight 3-D artwork by students in grades Pre-K–12 from any CPS 
school (including district-managed, charter, contract, and options schools).

Image credit: Alexandra K. Escape Her, School Year 24/25

To submit, complete this application before 5 p.m. CST on Friday, January 16, 2026. 
Selected artworks will be featured on the Art Institute’s website and displayed in the 
museum’s Ryan Learning Center. For more information, review the guidelines below.

What makes a world extraordinary? What does an 
ordinary object look like in an extraordinary world?



Eligibility
• This exhibition is open to students ages 4–21 who live in Chicago and are enrolled in grades Pre-K–12.
• Students must be enrolled in a CPS School (including district-managed, charter, contract, and

options schools).
• Unfinished works will not be accepted.
• Employees of the Art Institute of Chicago and members of their immediate families are not eligible to

enter or win the competition.

File Preparation and Submission
• File naming: Please use this protocol below when naming files: Last Name.First Name.Artwork Title. The

image file extension may differ from what is in the example below (.jpeg, .png).
• Example: Catalano.Audrey.Bloom.jpeg

• High-Quality Documentation: Selected artwork will be exhibited online. Submitted artwork should be
documented with high-quality photographs that are properly lit. Please avoid shadows, glare, or low-
resolution images. See the Tips section for more advice on how to photograph your artwork.

• For each artwork, you will be asked to include the following information in your submission:
• Title: Enter the title of the artwork exactly as you want it to appear on gallery labels, the exhibition

website, and publicity materials, including correct spelling and capitalization.
• Medium: Specify the type of artwork you’re submitting (e.g., sculpture, diorama, jewelry, carving).
• Materials Used: Describe the materials used to create the work (e.g., yarn, clay, cardboard).
• Artwork Dimensions: Include the height x width x depth of your artwork in inches.

Guidelines
• Applications must be received by Sunday, January 16, 2026, at 11:59 

p.m. CST.
• Any free-standing 3-D piece or a miniature room/diorama is eligible 

for submission.
• Suggested materials for your 3-D piece include: clay, mixed media, 

wood, cardboard, found objects, 3-D printed objects, paper mache, 
stone, plaster, wire, metal, plastic, and textiles.

• Up to 3 artworks may be submitted per application. Limit 1 application 
per student.

• All artworks submitted should not exceed a width of 50 inches, height 
of 30 inches, and depth of 10 inches.

• Depth: Miniature rooms or dioramas should not exceed a width of 23 
inches, height of 20 inches, or depth of 15 inches.

• All artwork submitted must be original to the submitter.
AI-generated artwork will not be accepted.

• Artworks selected for display will be at the discretion of the Art 
Institute of Chicago and the Department of Arts Education at 
Chicago Public Schools.

Learn More

https://www.artic.edu/artists/86099/dawoud-bey
https://www.artic.edu/artists/86099/dawoud-bey
https://www.artic.edu/artists/86099/dawoud-bey


Artist Statement Information
• We encourage each student (or parent/teacher on behalf of their

student) to write a statement, no more than 3-5 sentences, about
their piece(s). Artist statements give context and help us
understand the artist’s intention behind the piece.

• Use the “Artist Statement” field in the Google form to enter
this information.

• A statement can answer (but is not limited to) these questions:
• What is the title of the work?
• Why did you make this piece?
• What does the piece mean to you?
• What are you trying to say to your audience?

Learn More

Tips for Taking Photos of Your Work
Keep in mind these tips when taking photos of your artwork:

• Try to fill as much of the camera frame with your work as you can.
If you are shooting against a background, make sure it is neutral
or black, and frame your work in the center.

• Use bright natural lighting if possible. Natural-light fluorescent
lighting is another good choice. Do not use a flash.

• Position your work so that there are no shadows in the shot.
• Take multiple shots of your piece(s), and pick the best one(s). Take

your time and ensure that you submit photos that show the artwork
at its best.

• Please be aware that if selected for the exhibition, the image you
submit will be the image posted in our virtual exhibition. There will
be no additional image editing by the Department of Arts
Education (e.g., cropping, color enhancement, etc.).

Selected Artworks
Notification of acceptance to the exhibition will be announced the  
week of February 9, 2026 and celebrated with a reception on Saturday, 
April 4, 2026.

Selected artworks will be on display in the Ryan Learning Center’s  
Art Exchange beginning March 5, 2026. Additional artworks will be 
showcased on the Art Institute website.

If you have any questions please email allcityarts@cps.edu 
or teens@artic.edu.

Key Dates
Submission Window for All 
Students, Pre-K–12
Monday, October 27, 2025–Sunday, 
January 25, 2026
Submissions close at 11:59 p.m. CST

Notification of Acceptance
Week of February 9, 2026

Artwork Drop-Off Windows*
Wednesday, February 18, 2026, 
11:00–5:00
Thursday, February 19, 2026, 
11:00–5:00
Friday, February 20, 2026, 
11:00–5:00
Saturday, February 21, 2026, 
11:00–5:00

Exhibition Dates
March 5–June 5, 2026
The Art Institute of Chicago, 
Ryan Learning Center
Open Wednesday–Monday, 
11:00–3:00
Enter through the Modern Wing 
at 159 E Monroe

Exhibition Celebration
Saturday, April 4, 2026

Artwork Pick-Up Windows*
Saturday, June 6, 2026, 11:00–5:00
Sunday, June 7, 2026, 11:00–5:00

* Selected artworks must be 
dropped off and picked up at the 
Art Institute of Chicago’s Ryan 
Learning Center.
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