Get Creative: Textured Impressions
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“Since we have so much potential within our hands, we
must create the best we can, because it is for our people
and they deserve the best.”

—Elizabeth Catlett

Elizabeth Catlett (1915-2012) was a Black artist
and activist born and raised in Washington D.C.
She studied at Howard University and the
University of lowa to be an artist and educator.

Catlett worked with many different materials,
making sculpture, prints, and paintings focused on
the lives and struggles of African Americans. While
exploring printmaking with a group of artists in
Mexico City, she made work focused on the people
of Mexico. Her print, La Presa, celebrates the
building of a dam, which helped bring electricity to
the Mexican countryside.

Look closely at Elizabeth Catlett’s La Presa
(1952) and find:

e Alight bulb
e Atiny button at the boy’s collar

e Abookinthe boy’s hand

e Many patterns made of parallel lines. Notice
how they form shapes and shadows.

Elizabeth Catlett. La Presa, 1952. Purchased with funds provided by The Leadership
If this boy and girl were to speak to each other, Advisory Committee. © 2025 Mora-Catlett Family / Licensed by VAGA at Artists Rights

what do you think they might say? Soclety (ARS), NY.

Follow the directions on the back of this sheet to create your Learn more about the Ryan Learning
own print. Explore more artworks in the museum's collection Center’s programs and resources:
by artists connected to Catlett, including Margaret Burroughs, www.artic.edu/ryan-learning-center

Charles White, Archibald Motley Jr., Leopoldo Méndez, and
Alberto Beltran.
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https://www.artic.edu/artists/42638/margaret-burroughs
https://www.artic.edu/artists/42434/charles-white
https://www.artic.edu/artists/42445/archibald-john-motley-jr
https://www.artic.edu/artists/35738/leopoldo-mendez
https://www.artic.edu/artists/49837/alberto-beltran
https://www.artic.edu/artworks/184344/la-presa
https://www.artic.edu/artists/42649/elizabeth-catlett
http://www.artic.edu/ryan-learning-center

Get Creative : Textured Impressions

Be inspired by the art of Elizabeth Catlett. Work with Supplies:
lines and simple shapes to make a picture of a
person, place, or thing thatis important to the lives
of people in your community.

Lightweight cardboard, masking tape,
corrugated cardboard, perforated ribbon,
hole reinforcement stickers, lightweight
Create a textured collage and then make a rubbing. papet, scissors, pencil, pointed wood stick,

Share your work with family and friends, and tell them glue stick, wide unwrapped crayons

about your creation.

1 | Make a textured collage 2 | Cut and attach shapes

Draw a picture on lightweight cardboard. Cut Attach shapes to the cardboard with glue. Make
shapes from other materials to build textures more shapes with stickers and tape.
onto the picture.

3 | Add more details and layers 4 | Make a textured rubbing

Press lines into the cardboard with the pointed Place lightweight paper over the board. Rub with
stick to create details. a crayon to create a texture rubbing.
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