
Get Creative:
Seriously Strange Surreal Collage

“I do not understand why, when I ask for grilled lobster in a 
restaurant, I’m never served a cooked telephone.”

—Salvador Dalí 

Salvador Dalí with his ocelot friend, Babou, 1965.
Photographed by Roger Higgins. Courtesy of the Library of
Congress, Washington, DC.

Mae West’s Face which May be Used as a Surrealist Apartment 
Salvador Dalí, 1934–35. The Art Institute of Chicago, 
Gift of Mrs.Charles B. Goodspeed. © Salvador Dalí, 
Fundació Gala-Salvador Dalí / Artists Rights Society (ARS), 
New York, 2022.

Learn more about the Ryan 
Learning Center’s programs and 
resources: 
www.artic.edu/ryan-learning-center

Follow the directions on the back of this sheet to create your own 
surreal collage. Explore more surreal artworks in the museum's 
collection by artists including Mary Reynolds, Remedios Varo, 
Hughie Lee Smith, Claude Cahun, and Rene Magritte. 

https://www.artic.edu/artworks/65819/mae-west-s-face-which-may-be-used-as-a-surrealist-apartment
http://www.artic.edu/ryan-learning-center
https://www.artic.edu/artists/21655/mary-reynolds
https://www.artic.edu/artists/59589/remedios-varo
https://www.artic.edu/artworks/212760/desert-forms
https://www.artic.edu/artists/97927/claude-cahun
https://www.artic.edu/artists/15965/rene-magritte
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Arrange your cut 
pieces using 
juxtaposition: 
putting two or 
more different 
things together 
to create new 
meanings. 

When you are 
happy with your 
design, glue and 
smooth down all 
pieces. Share 
and compare 
your work with 
your peers. 

Choose a 
background for 
your sky. Then 
cut a magazine 
page to create a 
horizon line.

Surrealist artist Salvador Dalí drew inspiration from 
chance, dreams, and illusion to create seriously 
strange works of art.

Playfully combine images to create new meaning 
as you design your own surreal collage.

Seriously Strange Surreal Collage

Create a Background Choose Your Images

Complete Your Artwork

Supplies:
magazines, scissors, glue sticks, and 
construction paper

Spend time 
sorting and 
looking through 
magazine pages. 
Cut out things 
that interest you.

Arrange Your Composition

https://www.artic.edu/artists/34123/salvador-dali

