Slide Ten: Archibald J. Motley, Jr.
1. How does Motley convey the spirit of the scene through the organization within the picture? The
nightclub is filled with energy and motion. How does he create a sense of rhythm and movement?
Motley creates a visual rhythm that makes the painting pulsate and vibrate by using contrasting
diagonals and parallels. Discuss how he places the swinging dancers, juggling waiters and seated
patrons to convey swaying movement.
2. In 1914, School of the Art Institute of Chicago instructor George Walcott taught Motley
“composition with color.” Color harmony is created when complementary colors are placed next to
each other, which intensifies each color by contrast (i.e. red and green). Each pair has a warm and
cool color. Cool colors usually slow down the viewer’s pulse rate. Warm colors stimulate the
viewer’s pulse rate. On canvas, Motley would color each background area, then select and color
spaces using colors of varying intensity.
3. Jazz was an important part of urban entertainment in Motley’s lifetime (1891–1981). The subject
matter and titles of his paintings, such as Hot Rhythm, Stomp, Black and Tan Cabaret, and
Syncopation, reflect the music scene of the time. Have students look up “jazz” terms (syncopation,
improvisation, swing, bop, rhythm, polyrhythm). Using these terms, have students design and write a
newspaper ad for this urban club.
4. Have your class listen to songs like Mood Indigo, Sophisticated Lady, Black and Tan Fantasy,
Mahogany Hall Stomp, and It Don’t Mean a Thing If It Ain’t Got That Swing. While listening to the
music, have students describe the colors the music seems to express. Describe the mood the music
creates. What instruments can students identify? Does one or more of the instruments carry the
melody? Is there more than one melody? What instrument(s) play out the rhythm(s)? Are there any
instrumental solos? Have students relate these concepts to the painting. Does there seem to be a
“melody” carried by a color or a line? What colors, lines, or shapes provide a sense of “musical
composition” in the painting?
5. The artistic expressions in music, dance, literature and the visual arts were all part of the Harlem
Renaissance experience. Artist Archibald Motley, Jr. and musician Bud Freeman, for example,
demonstrated that the “Renaissance” went beyond Harlem and took place in Chicago as well. Writer
Langston Hughes likewise centered his poems and stories around his cultural heritage, music, and the
urban scene. Below is an excerpted conversation from Hughes’s story in the Dark set in a Chicago
club from the book Chicago Stories:
“What you know, daddy-o?” hailed Simple.
“Where have you been so long lately?” I demanded.
“Chicago on my last two War Bonds,” answered Simple,… “to see my Cousin Art’s
new baby to which I am godfather—against the wife’s will, because she is holy and sanctified.”
“What is the trend of affairs in Chicago?” I inquired….
While viewing Nightlife, have students choose two or three people and write a conversation between
them. Have students look carefully at their expressions, gestures, and placement to develop the dialogue.
6. The social, political and artistic events that occurred during Motley’s lifetime determined many of
his projects. He helped establish the South Side Community Art Center which brought art to the
neighborhood by providing free education in the arts and crafts. Have students investigate
additional South Side Community Center artists such as Marion Perkins, or other Chicagoans
who were involved with community organizations and businesses. These could include: Provident
Hospital, Wabash Avenue YMCA, the Negro Business League and newspapers, including the
Chicago Whip, the Chicago Defender, and the magazine Ebony. What long-term influence have
these people, organizations, and events had on Chicago? Have students write articles, cartoons,
editorials and columns on one of the above and combine and create a classroom newspaper.

