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Visualized Communities

Autumn 2004

Art History 4812 001  VCS 3001  003

W 1-4   Mi 617

Margaret Olin

tel: (312) 345-3771

molin@artic.edu
http://www.artic.edu/~molin/
Requirements: 

Required Text: The Readings are online at Docutek

Required equipment: Field Trip notebook (choose your own)

Readings: Do the readings and/or preparation by the assigned date. Write a response, of one to two pages, to the selected readings for at least eight weeks. As long as all readings are covered for a given week, there is considerable latitude about what constitutes a response.  A response can be a question, or series of questions, for example, either intended to penetrate deeply into the subject matter, or just to make an attempt to find the source of your confusion. It can be a statement of agreement or disagreement, associations or connections you feel you can make to the readings. In other words, I want to know you read them, with some care.  The one thing the response may not be is LATE.  Credit will be given only to responses handed in, in class, on or before the date of the discussion of the readings. 

Project: Team up with at least two other students for this.  Choose a community, and study its visualization.  You may take several different approaches, including that of inventing a community and imagining its visualization, or refashioning the visualization of an existing community that you feel could be visualized better.   Divide the work however you like, work as tightly or as loosely as a group as you wish.  If need be, try to figure out something that ties together the disparate interests of your group.  Some communities are like that.  The group must present their project somehow to the class. It does not have to be in the form of a report.  But you must meet with me as a group at least once to discuss the topic and the presentation.  

Each participant must write up his/her portion of the project as a short paper, 3-5 pages.  As part of the project, assess how (well) you functioned as a group.  

Visualized Communities

Autumn 2004

Course Schedule:

September 7: 
Introduction

September 14:   Imagined Communities, Visualized Communities



    What is a Community?    1. Nations

    Reading: Benedict Anderson, Imagined Communities, chapter 2-3, 

    pp. 9-46; Pierre Nora, “Between Memory and History: Les Lieux de 

    Memoire,.”

September 21:   What is a community?     2. Communities of the Dead

Reading: Neil Harris, The artist in American Society: The     Formative Years, 1790-1860, selection; Herbert Blaney, “The Modern Park Cemetery””(1917); Jessica Mitford, from The American Way of Death.


    Visit to Graceland Cemetery, 4001 North Clark Street

Meet at Graceland Entrance at 1:30, or in front of 

37 S. Wabash at 1:00.

For preview, see:

http://www.graveyards.com/graceland/
location of Graceland Cemetery:

Irving Park Road and Clark 

Take Red Line from State, exit at Sheridan
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September 28:  What is a community?     3. Families

    Reading: Marianne Hirsch, “Reframing the Human Family Romance.” 

    Roland Barthes, “The Great Family of Man.”

         Also: view The Family of Man on reserve at Flaxman

    further interest? See Eric Sandeen, Picturing an Exhibition

October 5:         Identity and Community      1. Performing Identity


     Reading: Barbara Kirschenblatt-Gimblett, “Objects of     

  
     Ethnography.”  Explore the website of the Field Museum:

    
     http://www.fieldmuseum.org/

     Field Trip: Meet at Field Museum

October 12:
     Identity and Community      2. Gesture and Identity

Reading: Selections from David Efron, Gesture, Race and Culture;      

Paul Connerton, “Bodily Practices,” from How Societies Remember
October 19:
     How to Create a Community    

     1. Money: Does it Matter what it looks like?



     Guest, Susan Ward



     Reading: Todd Pruzan, “The Almighty Euro”; and Régis Debray, 

     “We Are Our Currency: The Euro and Europe.”
October 26:
     How to Create a Community     2. Virtual Communities

Preparation: Log on to: www.akakurdistan.com, and investigate the site thoroughly 

     Reading: Susan Meiselas, Introduction, Kurdistan: In the Shadow 

                of  History; Charles Merewether, “Remaining Evidence”;  Marshall 

                McCluhan, from Understanding Media
November 2:      Election Day: 9/11 Revisited

    Reading: Robert S. Nelson and Margaret Olin, “The Rhetoric of    

    Monument Making: The World Trade Center”; Time Magazine, 

    Special Issue, September 11,  2001.
November 9:     Memorials: Stih and Schnock Guest Lecture



   Readings: James Young, “Germany’s Memorial Question: Memory, 

Counter Memory, and the End of the Monument.” Juliet Koss, “Coming to Terms With the Present.”
November 16    Visualizing a neighborhood: Harlem

  Harlem on my mind; cultural capital of Black America, 1900-1968, ed.   

  Allan Schoener; James Van Der Zee, Owen Dodson, Camille Billops,  

 The Harlem Book of the Dead   (Both on Reserve in Flaxman)

November 23:  Field Trip: Chinatown

Readings: Laguerre, Michel S. Global Ethnopolis: Chinatown,    

 Japantown and Manilatown in American Society, pp. 1-17; 28-

  

  52.  New York: St. Martin’s Press, 2000.
November 30:  Presentations

December 7:   Critique Week No Class
December 14: Final

