
???????????????????????????????????????????????????????????? 
Tips for Searching the MDID 
 
Using Search 
 

For comprehensive instructions on Using Search, consult the MDID Users Guide, page 17. 

 

Each time you do a new search, it is necessary to clear your previous search terms by clicking 

“Clear search” at the bottom of the screen, since old search terms are not automatically deleted. 

 
If you are uncertain what the scope of a search field is, consult the MDID User Guide under Field 

Definitions, page 20.  

 

By entering a term or phrase in a field, you perform a keyword search within that specific field. 

 

Use the Keyword field for broadest search results. This field searches words or phrases across all other fields. By 

entering an artist’s name, for example, you will find images BY the artist, ABOUT the artist and RELATED to the artist 

in some context. 
 

Do NOT use abbreviations, punctuation or diacritical marks in your search terms. 

 

Do NOT use articles or prepositions in your search terms. 

 

Search terms are NOT case sensitive. 

 

Use pull-down fixed lists if available.  

 

A limit of 2,000 returned records per search is set by default. If you search using a term for which 

more than 2,0000 records might be found, you will see the message “Too many images match the 

specified criteria. Please change your criteria to be more specific.” at the top of your screen. 

 

You can narrow searches by adding terms in other search fields. 

 

Instead of entering a full title in the Title search field, enter keywords. Titles are constructed from the 

largest part of a complex work, series or ensemble to the smallest; titles are given in English unless 

the vernacular is significant, such as with built, published or performed works; significant variant 

titles may also be searchable. 

 

To search for works by the name of any artist, maker or corporate body associated with the creation 

of work, enter the name in the Creator field as last name, followed by a comma and first name if 

applicable, or by a key word in a corporate name. 

 

Use the Related Entity field to find images related to AIC exhibitions by entering a keyword from the exhibition title 

(for example, Casas Grandes and the Ceramic Art of the Ancient Southwest). 
 

The Related Entity field can also be used to search for other historic exhibitions such as World's 

Colombian Exposition or the Armory Show; parts of a dispersed altarpiece or ensemble; pendant or 

paired works; or works produced for a specific built work no longer en situ. 

 

A term in the Style field is used only when appropriate as related to each artwork. Therefore,  

the same stylistic term is not always applied to all the works by a single artist. 

 



Works in the Art Institute of Chicago’s collections can be found by entering either the museum 

accession number in the Repository Number field, or by entering the museum’s name in the 

Repository or Collection field. Works from other museums and private collections can also be found 

in this way. 

 

Dates in the Creation Date field are NOT indexed in the current MDID database. A search using this 

field may be incomplete or misleading, since a date within a span of dates will not be show up in 

your search results. For example, searching for 1766 in the Creation Date field will not return a work 

created in 1759-1850. 

 

However, you can use the broad Period field to search spans of creation dates like centuries, 

periods or dynasties. 

 

The Work sub-type “Documentary photographs” entered with a keyword will search for images of 

PEOPLE, EVENTS or PERFORMANCES. 

 

Searching Across Collections 
 

To search across collections, check the names of the collections to be searched at the top of the 

screen. 

 

If searching across more than one collection, only a Keyword search field will appear. Enter a term 

or terms which will be searched across all the indexed fields in all the collections you selected. 

 

Using Browse 
 

For comprehensive instructions on Using Browse, consult the MDID Users Guide, page 14. 

 

Use the Browse function to easily survey the scope and content of the image collection, especially 

for artists and cultures. 

 

Use the Browse function if you are uncertain how to spell an artist’s name, repository or collection name, culture, 

etc. 

 

The Other link at the end of the alphabet under each pull-down field name under Browse will contain 

any term which begins with a punctuation mark, number or a letter with a diacritical mark. 

 

If you are unsure how a pull-down term is being defined, you can find most definitions in the Getty’s 

Art and Architecture Thesaurus Online 

http://www.getty.edu/research/conducting_research/vocabularies/aat/ 

 
Interpreting Browse and Search Results 
 

For comprehensive instructions on Viewing Browse and Search Results, consult the MDID Users Guide, page  22. 

 

If sorting your search results by Creation Date, works that have a circa date are AFTER those without. For example, 

c.1932 follows AFTER 1900 in the sort list. 

 

Expanding a cataloging record by choosing Show more Information at the top of the results screen may provide 

additional terms with which to make more in-depth searches. 

 

When sorting your search results by Title, leading definite articles (eg., The, A, An, etc.) are NOT eliminated when 

sorting alphabetically. For example, “The Apple” would be found with other records sorted alphabetically with “T” 

rather than “A”.  


