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ARCHITECTS 
OF 

INDEPENDENCE 

Th e lives of Benjamin Franklin and Thom as Jefferson together span 
120 yea rs: from Fra nklin 's birth in 1706, wh en th e British-Americ an 
colon ies were sm all, insecur e, and bound to th e mother country , to 
Jeffe rson 's dea th in 1826, wh en th e states were unit ed and ind epend
ent , with the int ern al and ex tern al probl ems of a populous nation. 

Transp lant ed Europ ea ns became Americ ans almost without know
ing it. Immediat e prac tical demands on th e one hand, abundanc e of 
land on the oth er, tr ansformed their habit s and their expectations . 
And when th ese people found , in th e l 760 's, how little the British 
Mini stry und erstood of wh at they had b ecom e and what could be 
expected of th em , th ey gradually bega n to take responsibility for 
th eir own society. 

Fra nklin and Jefferso n , more than any oth ers , helped to transform 
th eir world by th eir writt en words. Franklin's sociable, opportunistic 
good sense, and Jefferson's imaginative insistence on principle, 
prov ided the model , and th e impetus, for much that was attempted 
in the next hundr ed years of American life . 
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FRIENDS 
AND 

ACQUAINTANCES 

Neither Franklin nor Jefferson is an isolated hero. Both were part of 
a network of energetic, informed, and versatile people, who acted 
on the assumption that society was what they made it. Scientists, 
publicists, craftsmen or merchants, there is no discontinuity between 
their individual pursuits and their share in political action. 

The major premise of the Enlightenment-that Reason and Experi
ence could be put to use for "the happiness of associated man"
converged with the immediate needs and opportunities of the Amer
ican situation, which most of these people faced every day. It was 
this special combination of theory and circumstance that made the 
American experiment possible. 

As prologue and background to the lives of Franklin and Jefferson, 
here is a sampling of their friends, associates, and some adversaries. 



Famous in his own time as a fierce and 
uncompromising rebel, Samuel Adams 
was one of the foremost architects of colonial 
unity: Jefferson called him "truly the man 
of the Revolution'.' It was he who took the 
essential initiative of organizing the 
Committees of Correspondence, an inter 
colonial network which disseminated 
political information and began to develop 
a concerted anti-British strategy. 

As a young lawyer and businessman, Sam 
Adams had been unsuccessful; but as a 
political agitator he came into his own. 
Building his strength in the clubs, taverns , 
and town meetings of Boston, where 
discussions could lead directly to political 
action in the streets, he aroused the undying 
enmity of British officials, who held him 
responsible for mob violence, including the 
Boston Tea Party . He effectively ruined the 
public career of the Tory Governor of 
Massachusetts when he released the text 
of the "Hutchinson letters; ' which Franklin 
had sent to Boston "in confidence'.' 

S. Ada ms 1722-1803 

Ir is a good maxim in 
Politicks as in War, to pur 
and keep the enemy in 
rhe wrong 

A town meeting in the Old S6uth d 

A tea chest said to have been 
empt ied dur ing the Boston Tea Party 

Church ended in the Boston Tea Party 

Patrick Henry, Jefferson 's most radical 
colleague in the Virginia assembly, used his 
vehement oratory to move Virginians to 
fight for Independence. His ringing phrases 
are still a vivid record of tq.e effort that 
carried American opinion past the point 
of no return. 

Jefferson, as much as anyone, was impressed 
by the flow of Henry's eloquence: "He 
appeared to me to speak as Homer wrote'.' 
But he also thought Henry dangerous: 
"There was no accuracy of ideas in his 
head . He said the strongest things in the 
finest language , but without logic, without 
arrangement, desultorilY:' 

Henry mistrusted New England almost as 
much as King George . As Governor of 
Virginia, he refused to attend the 
Constitutional Convention, certain that 
a strong federal government would mean 
domination by New England-no better 
in Henry's mind than domination by 
Westminster . His invocations of "freedom" 
for Virginia almost succeeded in keeping 
his state out of the Union. 

Th e Go vernor's Palace, Williamsburg 

Henry 1736-1799 

Nor thinking our old and 
leading members up ro 
rhe point of forwardn ess 
and zeal which rhe rimes 
required, Mr. Henry, 
Richard Henry Lee, 
Fran cis L. Lee, Mr. Carr 
and myself agreed to mee · 
... in a private room of rh, 
Raleigh, to consult on the 
state of things. 

- Jefferson 

... the most fatal plan 
that could possibly be 
conceived to enslave 
a free people .. 

- Henry on the federal 
Constitution 



John Hancock - by inheritance one of the 
wealthi est young merchants in Massachu
setts - had much to lose from the new British 
trade restrictions of the 17 60' s. He used his 
fortun e free ly to help the patriot cause and 
to win a popul ar following for himself. With 
guid ance from Sam Adams, he played an 
essenti al part in moving first Boston and 
then the colonies at large from discontent 
to organized resistance. He was prosecuted 
for smu ggling when his merchant ships, 
carrying imp orted wine and other dutiable 
goods, resisted customs inspection; and this 
confirm ed his anti-British credentials . 

Hancock was pr esident of the Second 
Contin ent al Congress and first signer of the 
Declara tion of Ind ependence ; he wrote his 
name large en ough "so George the Third 
may read with out his spectacles'. ' The English 
did him th e honor of excluding him by 
name, along with his mentor Sam Adams, 
from the general pardon offered to rebels 
if they would desert the cause . 

Hancock would have liked to lead the 
Contin ent al Arm y; when Congress 

Inkwe ll used to sign the D ecla ratio n o f Independence 
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Hancoc k 1737-1793 Revere l 735-1818 

appointed George Washington instead, 
he returned reluctantly to Boston , and was 
elected first governor of the state of 
Massachusetts. 

Paul Revere was Boston 's foremost 
silversmith and engraver , and one of the 
close-knit group of artisans and merchants , 
led by Sam Adams, who prepared Boston 
for armed resistance. 

He became official courier of the 
Massachusetts assembly; his famous 
"midnight ride " was one of many missions 
for the Committee of Safety , which sent 
him to carry the news of the British march 

Reve re's calipers 

b 

In the Fall of 1774 . . I was 
one of upwards of thirty, 
chief ly mechanics, who 
formed our selves in to a 
Comm ittee for the purpose 
of watching the Move
ment s of the British 
Soldiers, and gainin g 
every intelligence of the 
move ment s of the Tories. 

Rev e re's e ngrav ing of the 
street fight kno wn as the 
Boston Massac re was a wid ely 
circulated pro paganda item 
that helped to inflame popular 
feeling against the redco ats 
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on Concord. Because of his warning, Sam 
Adams and John Hancock were able to 
escape arrest. 

Rev ere designed the first issue of Continental 
paper money and the new state seal of 
Massachusetts; and in response to Indepen
dence he began to enlarge the scale of his 
manufactures. His foundry supplied cannon 
for the Continental Army; he later set 
up brass and copper-rolling equipment, 
furnished all the metalwork for the frigate 
Constitution, and in 1809 produced sheet 
copper for the boilers of Robert Fulton's 
early steamboats. 

In the 1760's, when the American colonies 
were no longer threatened by the French, 
the Irishman Edmund Burke was one of 
the few men in Parliament with the good 
will and perspicacity to see that England 
needed to invent a new kind of empire, 
bas ed not on dominion but on mutual 
advantage. English merchants, who had 
been hurt by colonial boycotts, agreed with 
Burk e that if England insisted on asserting 

J'/J ,rrh j-f fw '/ ,Jj,rrl,,,!,;'./:J:f ~://j'JU /i'ltt,n rt!JJ 
[ _ _ -- l!:J!'e""''_f•l• ¥..(1,l '·,r- ~' · •- "A'_;,~i'(',..,J'.!,.,r ~';".....=. ~ 

An Englishman is the 
unf ittest person on earth 
to argue another 
Englishman into slavery. 

her dominion, she would lose more in trade a 

than she could gain in taxes . 

He gave consistent support to Franklin in 
the House of Commons, and helped to rally 
British trading interests against the land
owners and "the King 's friends'. ' 

Burke was a friend to America but not to 
rebellion; 20 years later , when his opposition 
to the Revolution in France drew bitter 
attack from Tom Paine , Burke had "changed 
his front but not his ground'.' 

"I am resolved this day to have nothing 
at all to do with the question of the right 
of taxation. The question with me is, not 
whether you have a right to render your 
people miserable, but whether it is not in 
your interest to make them happy '.' 

-from Burke's Speech on Conciliation 
with the Colonies , 177 4 

Bristol wh arf. Bristol was Burke 's co nstituency 

FRIENDS AND ACQUAINTANCES 

Burke 1729-1797 



John B artram was a Philadelphia farmer 
and self-taug ht botanist whose ene rgetic 
curiosity and Quaker good will made him 
a close friend of Franklin 's. He maint ained 
a famous botanical garden on th e banks of 
the Schuylkill River , where Franklin and his 
oth er Philosop hical Society friends liked to 
visit h im; and in order to read the current 
literatur e on his subject, he found a "neigh
bor ing schoolmaster who in thr ee months 
taught me enoug h Latin to understand 
Linna eus'.' 

Exotic plants were fashionable in Europe; 
there was a living and a reputati on to be 
made from the American wilderness. 
Bartram and his son William tra velled nor th 
to Ont ar io and south to Florida on collect
ing trip s. Throu gh a gardening friend of 
Fran klin 's in Lon don, the Quaker merch ant 
Peter Collinson , John Bartram built up a 
thri ving trade supplying plants and seeds to 
English gardeners, and eventually was 
appoi nt ed King 's Botanist to the Colonies. 

..• :::::.~;.~~:::..::::: .... ~: :!::. '' 
' "'! .. .... ...... . .. . . 

]. Bartram 1699-1777 

Natural H istory an d 
Botany are the fas hionable 
and favou rite studies of 
the polite as we ll as the 
learned part of Europe, 
wha tever regards the 
Natural History of 
America is particularl y 
sought after. 

- Barto n to Wm . Bartram 

Franklinia alatamaha, nam ed by the 
Barrrams for Benjamin Franklin 

] . Bartram "s house nea r Philade lphia 
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a William Bartram became a naturalist as 
single-minded as his father ; it was hard to 
keep him at school long enough to learn 
his Latin and French . "Botany and drawing 
are his darling delight ; am afraid he can 't 
settle to any business else'.' 

d 

William was soon to turn his "darling 
delight " to good account. His picturesque 
book of travels in the Southeast, illustrated 
with his own meticulous drawings of plants 
and animals, became an international 
success. The generation of Coleridge and 
Wordsworth was fascinated by Bartram 's 
ornate descriptions of luxuriant and 
dramatic landscapes and his vignettes of 
the "noble savages " of Georgia. 

Jeffers on and Bartram exchanged plants, 
seeds and botanic al gossip for many years; 
and only Bartram 's failing health prevented 
him from travelling with Lewis and Clark's 
transcontinental expedition. 

II 
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One of William Bartram's drawings 

W. Bartram 1739-1823 

Th e aut hor . . in danger 
of being taken nappi ng 
by a huge crocod ile- the 
ban ks of the river adm ir
ab ly ornam ented with 
f estoon s and tapestry, th< 
work of nat ure- sep ul
chres of the ancients 
mora l ref lections
encamps at an enchantin . 
grotto- unpard onabl e 
devastation and neglect 
of the white se ttlers, with 
respec t to the native 
Orange groves- discover 
a company of Cherokee 
nymp hs-a fro lic with 
them .. . 

- from Wm. Bartram's 
Travels 
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Benjamin Smith Barton was the nephew a 

of the astronomer David Rittenh ouse , who 
too k him along on the surveying expedition 
to run the western bound ary of Pennsylvania 
in 1785. Barton wrote descriptively and 
speculatively about Am erican wonders of 
all kinds-from rattlesnakes and humming
birds to the origins of Indian tribes; he 
suggested that the great Ohio buri al mound s 
had been built by descend ant s of Dani sh 
seafarers. 

Barton bec ame Am erica 's leading academic 
botanist, and author of a standard text 
which stressed th e medical value of bot anical 
resea rch . Medicine was his chosen profes
sion; eve ntu ally he succeeded Benjamin 
Rush as Professor of Medicine at the 
University of Pennsy lvania. 

His style as a writer and observer was in 
total contrast to William Bartram 's; and 
Bar tram was not to be persuaded when 
Barton , as an ambitious Edinburgh medical 
student , offered to finance Europe an 
publication of Bartram 's Travels, with 
addi tions of his own. 

Barton 1766-1815 

All the splendid dis
cov eries of N ew ton are 
not of so much real utility 
to the world as the dis
covery of Peruvian bark, 
or of the powers of opium 
and mercury. 

,\\~ 
\ ~ 
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An illustration from Barton's Element ~ of Bown y 

Jeffersonia binara, named by Barton 

From Buffon's Natural History 

Georges Louis Leclerq, Comte de Buff on , 
ency clopedic naturalist and friend of both 
Franklin an d Jeffers on in Paris , had sug
gested th at North American anim als were 
smaller and less vigorous than their 
European counterparts. "I told him ;' 
Jefferson wrote, "th at the reindeer could 
walk und er the bell y of our moos e; but he 
entirely scouted the idea. Whereupon I 
wrote to General Sulliv an of New 
Hampshire. Six months afterwards . .. came 
a lett er from Gener al Sullivan .... He had ... 
at last after many difficulties caught my 
moose, boiled his bones in the desert , 
stuffed his skin and remitted him to me. 
This . .. convinced Mr. Buff on '.' 

Franklin attacked the hypoth esis in his own 
style , at dinner : '"W e are here one half 
Americans , and one half French ... let both 
parties rise, and we will see on which side 
Natur e has degenerated'. It happened that 
his Am erican guest s were . .. of the fin est 
stature and form; while those of the other 
side were remarkabl y diminutiv e'.' 

In the Jardin du Roi 

FRIENDS AND ACQUAINTANCES 

Buffon 1707-1788 

In Am erica . .. [all species] 
shrink and diminish und, 
a niggardly sky . . an 
unprolific land, thinly 
peopled with wandering 
savages. 



Durin g his stay in Paris , Franklin kept 
abr east of curr ent scientific thought th rough 
his friend ship with Antoine-Laurent 
Lavoisier , "father of modem chem istrY:' 
Lavo isier's experim ents wholly rev ised 
chemical th eory, and establish ed th e prin
ciple of conse rva tion of matt er th ro ugh 
chemical change - parallelling Franklin 's 
discovery of th e conservation of electrical 
charge. 

In 1784, Lavoisier and Franklin served on 
a comm ission to inv estigat e Friedr ich Ant on 
Mesmer's claims for the healin g powers of 
"anim al magnetism '.' The effect of th eir 
findin gs was to discredit Mesmer 's pr eten
tiously staged demonstrations ; but th ey did 
not deny th at he had real cures to his credit. 

Lavo isier and Franklin were congenial in 
politics as well as science; years later, at the 
beginni ng of th e Reign of Terror, Lavoisier 
wro te to his old friend: " . . . you would have 
shown us the boundaries we should not 
have ove rstepp ed '.' Lavo isier him self was 
to end on the guillotine . 

From Lavoisier's Elem en cs of Chem istry 
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Lavoisier 174 3-1794, 
and Madame Lavo isier 

Not hin g is created e ither 
in the operations of the 
laborator); or in th ose of 
nature , and one can affirm 
as an ax iom that , in every 
operat ion, there is an 
eq ual quantity of matter 
before and after.. 

a Joseph Priestley , one of Franklin 's closest 
friends in Lond on in th e 1770's, was a man 
of singular and un self-conscious courage . 
Ab ove all else he believe d th at by the use 
of indi vidu al, God-given reaso n , unlimited 
impro vements could be made in human 
cap acities and hum an happiness . "The great 
instrument .. . of thi s progr ess of the species 
towards perfecti on, is society, and conse
quently governm ent'.' 

Unh esitatingl y he publi shed th e results 
of his own reaso nin gs. His stud y of the 
origins of Chri stianit y b rought him to uni
tarian views very like Jefferson 's. And with 
emb arrassin g per sistence he dem anded 
th e recognition of wh at seemed to him 
obvious: that governm ent is ju stified only 
as it serves the well-being of the governed. 
When he and Franklin met, he had already 
published tracts attackin g his government's 
handling of th e coloni es; and had acquired 
a reputation in some circles as one who 
wished to destro y both Chur ch and State . 

His conv ersations with Franklin led directl y 

Priest ley 1733-1804 

It must necessarily be 
und erstood, th erefo re, tha 
all peop le live in socie ty 
f or th eir mutual advantag, 
so that th e good and hap
p iness of the members , 
that is the majority of the 
m emb ers of any state, is 
the great standard by 
which every thing relatin& 
to that state must finally 
be determined. 

Some of Prie stley's chemical apparatus 

g Some cig hree nth~ce ntur y 
scient ific equipment. Th e 
mask and hou rglass are 
Lavoisier 's 

A Leyden jar ba rrery from 
Priestley's Hisrory and Present 
Seate of Electricity 



to his History and Present State of Electric
ity, which includes the story of the famous 
kite experiment as Franklin told it. 

When Priestley was 60, his house near 
Birmingham was ransacked on Bastille Day 
by a mob offended by his known sympathy 
with the French Revolution. He could hold 
out no longer: he sailed for Philadelphia 
"for the sake of pursuing our common 
studies without molestation :' as he said to 
his friends at the Philosophical Society. 

John Adams too had been friendly with 
Priestley in London ; but Priestley was bit
terly shocked and disappointed at Adams ' 
Alien and Sedition Acts of 1798: "I find I 
am at the mercy of one man , who , if he 
pleases , may, even without giving me a 
hearing, or a minute 's warning, either con
fine me , or send me out of the country." 
When Jefferson succeeded Adams as 
President, he immediately wrote to assure 
Priestley - whom he had long admired
that "that libel on legislation " had 
disappeared from the books. 

b ' ~f'l'T/1' ,"/J.'it'r..'L..£ .. L VJ .... 
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What great and exa lted 
beings would ph ilosoph ers 
be, wou ld they but let the 
objec ts abo ut wh ich they 
are conversan t have their 
pro per m oral effec t up on 
th eir mind s' 

Tutored at home in Barnstable , Massachu
setts , along with her brother James Otis, 
Mercy Otis Warren had, like him , the 
knack of using words "to set the province 
in a flame'.' 

Among the targets of her sharp wit were 
Thomas Hutchinson and his circle , the 
British soldiers in Boston, and those 
Americans who profiteered from the war. 
After the Revolutionary War she argued 
against the Constitution until its supporters 
agreed to add a Bill of Rights. And then, 
since she was connected by "nature , friend
ship , and every social tie , with many of the 
first patriots and most influential characters 
on the continent;' she sat down to depict 
them in her History of the Revolution. Her 
characterization of John Adams as "a 
statesman ... whose passions and prejudices 
were sometimes too strong for his sagacity 
and judgement " led to a serious rift in their 
friendship - which was healed the same 
year Adams and Jefferson were reconciled. 
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Needlepoim card cable top, made by Mercy Oris Warren Some of Mercy Ot is Warre n 's p lays 

An ant i~Priestley canoon. 
Priestley was the first to isolate 
"dep hlogist icared ai r," or 
ox ygen 

FRIENDS AND ACQUAINTANCES 

Warren 1728-18 14 

... th ere has never been 
a thoug ht in my heart th at 
I was asham ed to express 
wh ether it related to 

person or opinion . 



With nothing more than a letter of intro
duction from Franklin, Tom Paine, an 
English inventor and political radical, 
arrived in Philadelphia in 1774. He was 
instantly deep in the Revolutionary cause. 
Dr. Rush encouraged him to write down his 
arguments against hereditary monarchy and 
for immediate rebellion. It was Paine's 
pamphlet, Common Sense, that jolted the 
scales of opinion finally in favor of 
Independence. 

Paine was a natural adversary to those in 
power, even those he had helped to put 
there. After Independence was secured, 
Paine returned to England; The Rights of 
Man , a defense of the French Revolution 
and an invitation to the English to rebel, led 
to his indictment for treason. He escaped to 
France, where the new Republic welcomed 
him to its National Convention . 

Paine returned to America in 1802, to a 
very unfriendly reception; his defense of 
natural religion, The Ag e of Reason , had 
been greeted with outrage as an "atheist's 
bible'.' 

Paine 1737-1809 

Paine ... came from 
England , and go t into such 
comp any as wo uld con
verse with him , and ran 
about pickin g up what 
Information he could , 
concerning our Affair s, 
and finding the great 
Qu est ion was concerning 
Indep en dence , he gleaned 
from those he saw the com
mon place A rgum ents .. 
Dr. Ru sh put him upon 
Writin g on the Sub ject 
and gave him his title of 
Common Sen se. 

- John Ada ms 

a "When precedents fail to assist us, we must 
return to the first principles of things for 
information, and think, as if we were the 
first men that thought'.' 

"Society in every state is a blessing, but 
government even in its best state is but 
a necessary evil; in its worst state an 
intolerable one'.' 

" ... there is something very absurd in 
supposing a continent to be perpetually 
governed by an island'.' 

-Common Sense 

"These are the times that try men's souls: 
The summer soldier and the sunshine 
patriot will, in this crisis, shrink from the 
service of his country; but he that stands 
it now, deserves the love and thanks of man 
and woman. Tyranny, like hell, is not easily 
conquered ; yet we have this conso lation 
with us, that the harder the conflict the 
more glorious the triumph '.' 

- The American Crisis 



Dr. Benjamin Rush was a lifelong friend 
of Jefferson's and a humanitarian who 
probably did more for his city than anyone 
after Benjamin Franklin. Trained in 
Edinburgh, Rush served 40 years on the 
staff of the Pennsylvania Hospital; in 
Philadelphia's yellow fever epidemic he 
risked his life for months on end. By his 
teachings and his promotion of public 
health , he made Philadelphia the center of 
medical enlightenment in America. He was 
far in advance of his time in his advocacy 
of positive treatment for the insane. 

Dr . Rush believed in an imminent Second 
Coming, and in the meantime he fought for 
social reforms, beginning with the abolition 
of slavery. One of the most forward-looking 
delegates to the second Continental 
Congress, Rush was made surgeon general 
of the Continental Army, but resigned when 
his recommendations for reforming the 
medical service were not followed. In later 
years, President Adams named Rush 
treasurer of the United States Mint. 

Rush 's med icine chest 

Rus h 1745-1813 

Th ere is an indi ssoluble 
union betw een mo ral, 
political and phys ical 
happiness. 

Pennsylvania hosp ital admission slips 
signed by Ru sh 

Even in a society which fostered versatility 
and invention, Charles Willson Peale 
was a prodigy. He was an accomplished 
saddlemaker , watchmaker, metal-worker, 
carriage-maker, poet , soldier, showman, 
natural historian , taxidermist, educator, 
health investigator, inventor, politician, 
denture-maker , writer, lecturer, engraver 
and a prolific portrait painter who produced 
60 canvasses of Washington alone. 

Much of Philadelphia 's cultural vivacity 
and influence was due to Peale and his 
public and private projects. He was a 
founder of the Pennsylvania Academy of 
the Fine Arts ; and in "Peale's Museum" 
he put all his skills to work to present "a 
world in miniature'.' 

For years, he sent Jefferson news of the 
latest inventions; his own recipe for a rich 
and long life was published in a pamphlet 
An Epistle to a Friend-addressed to 
Jefferson in the White House. In the summer 
of his eighty-fifth year he was cheerfully 
looking for a fourth wife. 

FRIENDS AND ACQUAINTANCES 
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Peale 1741-1827 

C fv ~ 7 ..1_, W, ~ tJ :;...u h,,,- ~,,._ 

:,.., .)-., ~,) ,f; fa,),_/ ,UA 

"l; ./,_~ -ij-,-f ~ ;,A,,./, ~ 

-,,;.L~~k? 

J. -~~7,/.,,_ , 

'?~~-;. 
Peale 's "fast walking machine" 

It took Peale and his family 
three months to assemble 
the skeleton of the 
Mammoth which he had 
excavated near West Point 
To inaugu rate the open in~ 
of the Mammoth Room 
in Peale 's Museum , thir
teen gentlemen sat down 
to a banqu et inside the 
rib cage. 



John Adams' share in the Boston campaign 
against the Stamp Act turned him from 
an ambitious but undirected young lawyer 
and schoolteacher into an effective man 
of politics. With four British regiments 
occupying Boston, his was one of the most 
urgent and convincing voices at the 
Continental Congress. He persuaded 
Congress to appoint George Washington, 
rather than the much more prominent John 
Hancock , as leader of the Continental Army. 
Adams knew that the South would be more 
willing to rally to help Massachusetts if the 
troops were led by a Virginian. 

At the time of the Boston Massacre, Adams 
had enough aplomb , in the face of popular 
hostility, to undert ake the legal defense of 
the English captain and soldiers accused 
of murder. Within the range of whol e
hearted revolutionaries , Adams was a 
conserv ative, and a great admirer of the 
English system of constitutional monarchy. 
His 1778 draft of a constitution for 
Massachusetts-where the phrase "a 
government of laws, not of men" 

J. Adams 1735-1826 

a appears-gave the state governor clear 
ascendancy over the assembly. 

Adams first made the acquaintance of 
Franklin and of Jefferson in Philadelphia 
in 1776. He admired Franklin's scientific 
accomplishments, respected his "sagacity" 
and worked cordially with him in Congress. 
Yet, to his New England mind, there was 
always something not quite serious about 
Franklin. In Paris, where they were fellow 
commissioners to negotiate support for the 
War of Independence, their differences of 
temperament led to a falling-out. Adams 
was afraid that history would neglect his 
own substantial role in bringing about 
Independence; and he found himself 
greeted in Paris as "the wrong Adams"
not his famous second cousin Sam. 

When Jefferson - a few years younger than 
Adams - joined the Continental Congress , 
Adams took to him immediately . Adams, 
Franklin and Jefferson, with Roger Sherman 
and Robert Livingston, were appointed 
to a committee to prepare a Declaration 
of Independence; Adams urged Jefferson 
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T he history of our 
Revolu tion will be one 
cont inued lie from one 
end to the o ther. Th e 
essence of th e whole will 
be that Dr. Franklin's 
electr ical rod smote the 
earth and out sprang 
General Washing ton . Th 
Frankli n elec trified him 
wit h his rod-and thenc, 
forward these two con
ducted all th e pol icy, 
nego tiations , legislatu res 
and war. 

Peacefie ld, the Adams fami ly's home in Quincy. Massachusetts 

Adams received h is deg ree from Harvard University in 1755 

Adams helped to negot iate the Trea ty of Paris. which officially e nded rhe War fo r A merican Indepe ndence in 1783 
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to make the first draft : "I am obnoxious, 
suspected, unpopular ... . You can write ten 
times better than I can'.' 

After the Revolution, the friendship 
between Jefferson and Mr. and Mrs. Adams 
strengthened during their years in Europe
while Adams was envoy to England and 
Jefferson to France . But when Adams was 
elected the second President of the United 
States, and Jefferson his Vice President, 
insoluble political differences began to 
harden into personal resentment . The break 
was especially painful to Jefferson, who 
never formed close friendships easily. For 
twelve years, there was silence between 
them. At last, when both men had retired 
from public life, it was Dr. Benjamin Rush 
who had the satisfaction of reconciling them. 

"Reason, justice and equity never had 
weight enough on the face of the earth to 
govern the counsels of men. It is interest 
alone which does it, and it is interest alone 
that can be trusted'.' 

C •1t ~ ':1~~,, t " V ' , ' l '' ',, 

•·;. :• 

A Ada ms 1744-1818 

A Yorkist rosebu sh , which 
Abigai l Adams brought back 
from England in 1788, still 
bloom s at the Adams' house 

Th e first furnitur e used in the 
new President 's Hou se in 
Washington was bought by 
Joh n and Abigail in Europe. 
Th e ext remely high cushion 
of the chair made it easier for 
ladi es with hoop skirt s to sit 

Some of the wives of the prominent men of 
the Revolution hung back apprehensively, 
but Abigail Adams was as ardent a rebel 
as her husband. Wife of one President and 
mother of another, Abigail was an articulate, 
outspoken, friendly and self-sufficient 
woman. Her letters to John, while he was in 
Philadelphia and she was running the farm 
and family at Quincy, are a lively record 
of her opinions, and her confidence that 
he would give them his attention. In 177 6 
she wrote: " ... in the new code of laws ... 
remember the ladies and be more gener
ous ... . Do not put unlimited power into 
the hands of the husbands. Remember all 
men would be tyrants if they could .... " 

The break between John Adams and 
Jefferson cost Jefferson another valued 
friend. Abigail, fiercely loyal to her husband, 
also broke off relations. When Jefferson's 
daughter Polly died, Abigail wrote him a 
letter of spontaneous sympathy; but in the 
tentative exchange ofletters which followed, 
old resentments could not yet be resolved , 
and reconciliation had to wait. 

John Adam s' butt ons 

FRIENDS AND ACQUAINTANCES 

1 have writte n to yo u with 
the freedom and unreserve 
of form er Friend ship to 

which I wo uld gladly 
return could all causes but 
mere difference of opini on 
be removed. 

- Abigail Adams to 
Jefferson, 1804 





General George Washington, Com
mander-in-Chief of the Continental Army , 
had to contend not only with the rigors of 
a long war but eventually with his own 
desperate officers. Congress could no longer 
pay Washington 's hungry and ragged troops, 
and there were people - including 
Alexander Hamilton , his aide - who were 
trying to involve him in a military takeover 
of the national government . 

Washington was a landowner and soldier, 
not a constitutional theorist; but he knew 
that if he lent himself to a government 
based on force - even though the country 
might accept him - he would have destroyed 
the whole American experiment . He 
refused; and more, he persuaded the army 
that he was right. 

Washington had learned his trade as a 
wilderness fighter, alongside British troops, 
agains t the French and Indians on the 
Virginia frontier. And he had been deeply 
offended to find that the British army 
officers were mostly incapable of treating 
him an d his colleagues in the militia as 

Opposite: Washington's mess kit 

Ge o rge Washington 173 2-1799 
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social equals . When he resigned his com
mission and brought his new bride , Martha 
Custis, home to his farm at Mount Vernon, 
he was already dissatisfied with Virginia's 
single-crop economy. Most planters raised 
only tobacco, sending it to England in 
return for manufactured goods; and most 
were constantly in debt to their London 
agents . Washington 's goal was to make 
Mount Vernon a self-sufficient community. 

As Virginia deleg ate, along with Jefferson, 
to the Continental Congress, he presented 
himself in full uniform ; in 177 5, as 
Commander-in -Chief of the Continental 
Army, he set out to bring help to the rebel 
troops who were already besieging Boston. 

When the war was finally won, he retired 
gratefully to Mount Vernon . But by now he 
was an indispensable national figure, the 
only man who could call on the support of 
North and South, of conservatives and 
liberals alike. One man 's reputation for 
integrity and strength was the precondition 
for the first test of the federal system. 

At Mount Vernon 

FRIENDS AND ACQUAINTANCES 
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Ir is too probable that no 
plan we propose will be 
adopted.. If, to plea se 
the peop le, we offer what 
we ourselves disapprove , 
how can we afterwards 
defend our work? Let us 
raise a stan dard to which 
the wise and hones t can 
repair. Th e event is in the 
hand of Go d. 

- Washingcon at the 
Cons titutiona l 
Convention 

Nort h and South will han1; 
togeth er if they have you 
to han g to. 

- Jefferson to 

Washin gton, 1792 

Martha Washington 



Of all the foreign volunteers who helped to 
win the War for Independence, it was the 
incomparable Marquis de La Fayette who 
captured the imagination of the American 
people . At nineteen a major general in the 
Continental Army , he was Washington 's 
impetuous but trusted aide-de-camp. 

La Fayette first met Jefferson when he was 
sent to help the hard-pressed Virginia militia 
during Jefferson's governorship. When they 
met again in Paris , La Fayette was leader 
of the reform-minded nobility; with Jefferson 
as his constitutional consultant, he drafted 
a Declaration of Rights and planned 
a gentlemanly revolution for France. 

The collapse of the Revolution into the 
Reign of Terror ended La Fayette's hopes 
and drove him from France. Visiting 
America in 1825 he was acclaimed every
where as a legendary hero ; and at Monticello 
there was a poignant reunion with the aged 
Jefferson. 

La Fayette 1757-1834 

His foible is a canine 
appe tite for popularity 
and fame; bu t he will ge t 
above this. 

-Jefferson on La Fayette 

a The Comte de Rochambeau landed at 
Newport in July, 1780, with money, supplies 
and troops- the first fruits of the Treaty 
of Amity and Commerce negotiated by 
Franklin. The 5000 soldiers under 
Rochambe au 's command almost doubled 
the force of the Continental Army . 

Roch ambe au had clear orders that, rank for 
rank, the ragged officers of the Continental 
Army were to hav e prec edence ove r their 
French colleagues; and he put himself 
form ally under Washington's command . 

General Cornwa llis, leader of the southern 
end of the British force, was digging in at 
Yorktown at the mouth of the Chesapeake. 

Washington and Rochambeau marched 
from New York and laid siege to Yorktown, 
while a French fleet under Admiral 
de Grasse blockaded the bay. Washington 
described the surrender of Yorktown by the 
British as "an interesting event, that may 
be producti ve of much good, if properly 
improved '.' He knew that it was by no means 
the end of the fighting. 

d The medal of the Society of 
the Cin cinnati , an organ ization 
formed by officers who had 
foug ht in the Am erican 
Revolution 

A page from the log of one of De Grasse's ships 
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La Fayette and his son -w hom 
he named George Washington
at the Altar of Liberty 

The siege of Yorktown 

Rochambeau 1725-1807 



The Continental Army badly needed expe
rienced engineers; Tadeusz Kosciuszko, 
brilliant pupil of the Royal Cadet School in 
Warsaw and trained in military engineering 
in Germany, Italy and Franc e, was one 
of the first to come to the help of the new 
nation . His skills were called on all up and 
down the campaign, from the fortification 
of West Point on the Hudson River to the 
marshes of Charleston in South Carolina. 

In recognition of his services , Congress gave 
Kosciuszko American citizenship, the rank 
of brigadier general, and a grant of land 
in Ohi o. Koscius zko formed a lasting 
friendship with Jefferson, who called him 
"as pure a son of liberty as I have ever 
known '.' He made Jefferson executor of his 
American estates and stipulated that his 
money be used for freeing and educating 
slaves . 

When he returned to Poland to lead the 
rebellion ofl 794, he had th e good wishes 
of all th ose, who , like Jefferson, saw the 
American Revolution as a focus of liberty 
for people everywhere. 

La Fayette, Kosciuszko, Washington 

I beg you to inform . 
[General Washington] 
I have bur Eighty fat igue 
men for all the <vorks at 
West Point and I expec t 
less and less every day . . 
I have three Masons from 
the Virginia line, and they 
are bes t Mason of few 
numb er that I have (sic). I 
shou ld beg to keep them, 
but as they are in Grea t 
want of shoes, I <viii thank 
you to procure an order 
for three pairs of shoes 
on the Commissary of 
the Clothing .. 

Kosciuszko 1746-1817 Pulaski 1747-1779 

Another of the distinguished volunteers 
who arrived in Philadelphia with a letter 
of introduction from Benjamin Franklin was 
Count Casimir Pulaski , already famous 
in his twenties for his valiant stand at 
Czestochowa against the partitioning forces 
threatening Poland. He led an independent 
command of European volunteers, equipped 
and supplied at his own expense. The 
"Pulaski Legion " successfully defended 
Charleston in 1779. 

Pulaski died, aged 31, of wounds received 
as he led an unsuccessful attack on the 
British at Savannah , Georgia . 

FRIENDS AND ACQUAINTANCES 

Th e principle atten tion in 
Poland has been for some 
time past paid to Cavalry; 
it is to be presumed th is 
gentlema n is no t 
unacquainted with it. 

- Washin gton 
on Pulaski 

Pulaski commissioned an 
emb roide red standard from 
the Morav ian nuns of 
Be thlehem in Pennsylvan ia 



John Jay -a cauti ous and unbending 
New York lawyer - threw himself into the 
struggle for Ind ependence only when he 
was convinced th at England had forfeited 
her legitimate authority; and his passi onate 
commitm ent to du e process of law never 
gave ·.vay to rev olut ionary exped ien cy. 

Jay collaborated with Hamilt on and Madison 
on th e Federalist Papers- the heart of the 
campaign for ratification of the Constitution. 
As first Chief] ustice of the Suprem e Court , 
he established prec edents for what he 
believed to be th e most important guarantee 
of freedom: comp lete insulation of th e 
court from governmental pressure. 

Aaron Burr tied with Jefferson in the 
Presidenti al elect ion of 1800. It took the 
tireless oppos ition of Burr 's rival, Alexander 
Hamilt on , and 36 ballots in the Ho use of 
Represe nt atives , to break th e deadlock and 
elect Jefferson. 

After distinguish ed service as an officer 
during the war, Burr became a politically 
act ive anti-Fed eralist lawyer in New York. 
From th en on Burr and Hamilt on were on 

Jay joined John Adams 
and Fran klin to negot iate 
peace terms with England ; 
his tenaci ty, ho nesty and 
ski ll imp ressed Franklin. 
who later named him 
exec utor of his will. 

Jay joined Adams, Frank lin and Henry Laurens at the peace confere nce with England in 1783 

Jay 1745-1829 Burr 17 56-1836 

a collision course. Both were brilliant young 
progressives , attrac tiv e, ferociously ambi
tious. Hamilt on was a self-made aristocrat; 
Burr , grandson of Jonathan Edwards , came 
of impecc ab le family. Hamilton saw Burr as 
a thr eat on every front. The outcome was 
the fatal duel of 1804 

His political career broken by Hamilton 's 
death, Burr mounted an ill-fated ex pedition 
to win an empire from Spanish America. 
In the treason trial which followed, Chief 
Justice Marshall - against the wishes of 
Pr esident Jefferson - instructed the jury 
in Burr's favor. Burr was acquitted , and 
ended his days in priv ate law practice. 

b 

d 

New York was Burr's home city 
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I am not a libertine; I an 
not a m itrderer; I am nrn 
a traitor. I never broke 
a promise to a woman 
in my life . I did n ot inter 
to kill Hamilton and did 
not shoot first. 



When Thoma s Hutchinson , a fifth
generation American, bec ame Governor of 
Massachusetts in 1770, he felt that Parlia
ment was wrong to tax th e colonies, but he 
could not accept that the colonists had a 
right to rebel. Aft er the publicati on of the 
notori ous "Hutchinson letter s" exposed his 
advocacy of "an ab ridgment of what are 
called English liberties " in America, he left 
the colony in 1774. In exile in England, the 
hono rs he received could not assuage his 
homesickness. He spent his last years finish
ing his History of Massachus etts Bay. 

William Franklin, Benjamin 's illegitimate 
son, was among the more than 60,000 
Loyalists who left the United Stat es during 
and after the Revol ution. As Royal Govern or 
of New Jersey, he warned the colony that a 
"des tructi ve mode of Proc eeding" would 
lead to "Anarchy, Misery, and all the Horrors 
of a Civil War." He managed to stay in office 
until Jun e, 1776, when he was arrested by 
order of the provi ncial congress. After two 
years in Connecticut prisons, he became 
president of the Associated Loyalists in 

Wm. Franklin 1731-1813 

. no office or honor in 
the power of th e Crown 

to bestow. will ever 
influence me to forget or 
neglect the duty I owe my 
country, nor the most 
furious rage of the most 
int empera te zealots induc e 
me to swerve from the 
duty I owe His Majesty. 

- William Franklin 

Th omas Hut chin son portrayed 
as "the wicked states man. or 
the traitor to,h is country" 

~ ~ .. .... 

I 
Hutchinson 1711-1780 

I can 't bear th e thought 
of laying my bones any
where but with my 
ancestors and fr iends in 
m y nativ e land. 

- Th omas Hutchinson 

not hin g has ever hurt 
me so mu ch, and aff ec ted 
me with suc h keen sensa
tions , as to f ine/ myself 
deserted in my old age by 
my on ly so n ; and not only 
deserted, but to find him 
takin g up arm s against me 
in a cause tuherein my 
good fa m e. fo rtun e. and 
life. ll'ere all at stake. 

- Benjamin Fran klin 

New York, and finally fled in 1782 to 
England, wher e he lived out his days in 
exile. His father, who in 1776 had thrown 
all his energies onto the other side , could 
never be reconciled to his son 's choice. 

By the 1770's , the Indians and the Crown 
had a common interest in containing colonial 
settlement; Thayendanegea , or Joseph 
Brant , British-educated war chief of the 
Mohawks, fought against the colonists in 
the Revoluti on. After the British defeat , he 
made his home in Canada, along with most 
of the Moh awks; from ther e he journe yed 
throughout the Ohio country to unite the 
Indian nations in defense of the land north 
of the Ohio River. He hoped, like Jefferson, 
that the Indian people would shift from 
hunting to farming their own lands ; but his 
dream of an Ohio River bound ary between 
the Indians and the Americans ended with 
the Treaty of Greenville in 1795. 
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Thayendancgca 1742-1807 

.. ler us. be unanimou s, 
let us have a just sense of 
our own value ancl if after 
that the Great Spirit wills 
tha t other colors sho uld 
subdue us, let it be so. we 
then cannot repr oach our 
selves for misc on cl 11ct . . 
The interests of any one 
nation should be the 
interests of us all . the 
we lfare of the one shou ld 
be the welfare of all th e 
other s. 

Brant owned this "false face:· an Iroquo is ceremonial mask 
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Alexander Hamilton, Washingt on's 
protege and Jefferson's noblest adversary , 
combined fierce pride and ambition with 
genuine public spirit. He hoped to win a 
glorious name by making his country great; 
and he had a powerful vision of new pos
sibilities of national greatness. 

Born illegitimate and poor in the West 
Indi es, Hamilton was a precocious student 
at King's College (now Columbia Univer
sity) in New York. He enlisted in the 
Continental Army and became 
Washington 's aide-de-camp . His experience 
of the difficulties of the Continental 
Con gress during the war, and his impatience 
with the fiscal confusion of the states 
afterward, made him Madison's most 
forceful ally in support of a strong federal 
government at the Constitutional Con
venti on. He believed that only a powerful 
executive , unhampered by popular control, 
could take the great national initiatives. 

His forceful advocacy of presidential power 
and his imaginative grasp of national 
affairs had won him Washington 's lasting 

The ped iment on the First Bank of the U nited States 
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Hami lton 1755-1804 

Dem ocracy is our real 
disease. 

a regard, and the President made him 
Secretary of the Treasury in his first Cabinet . 

Hamilton thought it essential to foster a 
strong entrepreneurial class and to link its 
interests with those of government . His 
brilliant Report on Manufactures, advocating 
subsidies to industry , protective tariffs and 
internal improvements on a national scale, 
and his Bank of the United States, were 
part of a sustained creative enterprise which 
began to take effect only after his death. 

Hamilton and Jefferson were diametrically 
opposed, in their principles and their hopes 
for the development of American life. When 
Hamilton campaigned for Jefferson in the 
election of 1801, it was because of his bit

.-1-,,-. -~ 11=-1-;,,,;--:: -....-- b ter distrust of Aaron Burr , who divided the 
'- ,:~ ~ anti-Federalist vote with Jefferson . By 1801, 

C..cz,t_.rr?".,t5-'17
'-- with Jefferson in the White House and the 

(). ;y,,· )/;Jut1i raw new states gaining in strength, Hamilton ( ~.1:h~~ "!!P:'n.Ny ,,y was discouraged: "Every day proves to me 
ft 

1 ~ more and more that this American world is \ _ ~. ~~ •'.:f'i'::"'Htu, "4 C; not for me '.' 
(',t/k'!'JA';},,J!,,,v 

Hami lton was indeed a 
singular character. Of 
acute un de rstand ing, di, 
interes ted, honest , and 
honorable in all priva te 
transactions, ami ab le in 
society , and dul y valu in, 
v irtue in priva te life, yet 
so bewitc hed & perver t, 
by rhe Brit ish exam ple, 
as to be under rhoro' 
conv iction rhar corruprit 
was essen tial to the 
governmen t of a nation. 

- Jefferson 

T he seal of the state of New York on the 
document ratifying the Cons titution 

New York held a par ade to celebr ate the 
new govern me nt ; the "fede ral ship" was 
named for Hamilton 



Jefferson and James Madi son became fast 
friend s in th e Virginia legislature . "The great 
little Madis on ;' short , frail and something 
of a hypochondri ac, nev er set out to pre
sent himself as a public figur e; but his sheer 
reasonablene ss made him indi spensable . 

It was Madi son wh o devised th e structure 
of th e new Constitution, guid ed it through 
th e Conventi on, kept daily records, and 
with the help of Hamilto n and Jay def end ed 
th e result in th e Federalist Papers. 

Madison 's first po litical pas sion was freed om 
of th ought ; he and Jefferson together 
carried their camp aign for complete separ a
tion of church and state farth er than eith er 
might have gone alone. The language of 
the first am endm ent to the Constitution , 
"Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion;' is pur e Madison
Jefferson - not simple toler ation but 
absolut e freedom of religion . 

It was Madis on alone, whil e Jefferson was 
in France, wh o carried the Vir ginia 
Statut e for Religious Freed om through the 

b 

Madison 1751-1836 

Mo ntpel ier. Mad iso n's V irginia 
home, painte d by the wife of 
the French Minister to rhe 
United Stares in 1818. 
Jeffe rso n adv ised Madiso n on 
the des ign of the portico 

legislature against the strong opposition of 
Patrick Henry . In 1784 , Jefferson wrote to 
Madison about Henry, "What we have to 
do , I think, is devoutly to pray for his death'. ' 
More immediately , Madison worked to 
elect Henry governor, removin g him from 
the legislative arena . 

When Jefferson was elected President, he 
instantly called on the Madisons - James to 
be Secretary of State, and his sociable wife 
Dolley as hostess in the new President's 
House. 

Even after Madison inherited Jefferson's 
Presidency, with all its unsolved problems 
(he was the first United States President to 
ask Congress to declare war), th eir partn er
ship went on smoothly; at Jefferson 's dea th , 
it had lasted 50 years. "To myself you have 
been a pillar of support through life;' wrote 
Jefferson . "Take care of me wh en dead . .. '.' 

• -~ . >-..... -.~,..;i ,,,. .. '., ·-· _. ~ 
Mad ison·, schoolboy sketch 
of the Cope rnican solar syste m 

Willi amsb urg. Virginia, whe re 
Mad ison's legislative fight for 
religious free do m began 

Madi son . b ack in Vi rgin 
after th e C onstitut iona l 
C onve ntio n, stoo d up fc 
three d ays aga inst Patr ic 
H enry's fe rocious orator 

and finally reaso ned the 
Vi rgin ians into ratifying 
th e C onstituti on: 
I hop e tha t gen tlemen, i 
d isp layin g th eir ab ilities 
on this occasion, insteaci 
of giv ing op in ions an d 
makin g asse rtions , wi ll 
co nd esce n d to pro v e an 
demo ns trat e, by a fa ir 
and regular di scussion . 

Th e Preside nt's hou se afte r the British burn ed it in 
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Jefferson, Madison and James Monroe 
made up a "Virginia dynasty" of anti 
Federalist presidents. Madison had been 
Jefferson 's political partner; James Monroe 
was his disciple . 

Monroe was a young veteran of the 
Continental Army, and Jefferson was 
wartime Governor of Virginia, when the 
two first met. Monroe shared Jefferson's 
concern with western development; they 
worked together on the organization of 
western territories ; and Monroe himself 
toured the Northwest Territory in 1784 
to get a better idea of the conditions of its 
inhabitants . When the United States' right 
of deposit fn New Orleans was suspended , 
and Jefferson , as president, needed someone 
with "the unlimited confidence of the 
administration and of the western people" 
to send to France, he chose Monroe. Given 
by Jefferson discretionary powers "to meet 
and modify . .. every form of proposition 
which could come from the other partV:' 
Monroe accepted Talleyrand's offer of the 
Louisiana Territory for a bargain price. 

Mon roe's necessai re 
26 

Monroe 1729-1797 

... that the United Sta tes 
shall aband on th e righ t 
to recognize th e rev olu
tionary colon ies in S outh 
Am erica . .. is manifestly 
so repugnant to the hono r 
and even to the ind epe n
dence of th e Unit ed Stat es 
that it has been imposs ib le 
to discuss it. 

O ak Hill. Monroe's home 

a When the Spanish colonies in South 
America initiated their own struggles for 
independence, Monroe hoped for their 
success . And as President, he extended the 
protection of the United States to the new 
republics and guaranteed them freedom 
from European encroachment; the "Monroe 
Doctrine" became an integral part of 
American foreign policy. 

John Adams, at the end of his Presidential 
term, appointed John Marshall as Chief 
Justice of the Supreme Court. Through a 
series of landmark decisions handed down 
over more than 20 years, Marshall estab
lished the Court's extraordinary prerogative
its overriding check on all the actions of the 
executive and legislative branches. "The 
law," a later Chief Justice said, "is what the 
court says it is'.' Since Marshall's time the 
Court has retained the power to interpret 
and reinterpret the Constitution to meet 
changing conditions. 

Marshall and Jefferson were distant cousins 
and old Virginia antagonists, and Jefferson 
was the first President to feel the effects of 

Marshall"s watch fob 

Th e inte rior of Mars hall's house 

Marshall 1755- 1835 

John Marshall's statue now 
stands in front of the United 
States Capito l Building 



Marshall's strengthened Court. Marshall 
was a liberal Federalist, anxious above all 
that the Justices , though Presidential 
appointees, should be free from all political 
temptations once in office. Jeffers on th ought 
him a "stumbling-block to democratic prin
ciples ;' and was not convinced of his impar
tiality. He was outraged when Marshall 's 
Court acquitted Aaron Burr of treason . 

David Rittenhouse , a practical instrument
maker, self-taught astronomer and mathe
mat ician , became one of the great investi
gative scientists of his day. The accuracy of 
Rittenh ouse 's observations of the transit of 
Venus in 1769 earned him an int ernational 
rep ut ation; his friend Jefferson describ ed 
him as "second to no astronomer livin g'.' 

It was his two orreries which won fame for 
Rittenhouse throughout America. Elaborate, 
beautifully precise working models of the 
Newtonian solar system, the orreries were 
designed as teaching tools for Princeton 
and the University of Pennsylvania. 

A glass globe from an elec trical machine assoc iated with Rittenh o use 

b 

I am so taken w ith opti cs, 
that I do no t kn ow wh ether , 
if the enem y should invad e 
this part of the countr y, as 
Ar chim edes was slain 
while making geom etrical 
figures, so I should die 
making a telescope . 

~ Rittenhouse in a letter 
of 1756 

A Rittenh o use clock 

Durin g the war, Ritt enh ouse turned his skills a 

to the def ense of Pennsylvania, and after
wards helped to dr aft its constitution . As 
public surveyor for the state, he worked out 
schemes for improving internal transporta
tion with canals and turnpikes. 

Rittenhouse made contributions in the fields 
of optics and magnetism; he was a maker of 
fine clocks ; designed and made surveying 

f '· \ 
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instruments , telescopes an d thermometers, Rittenh ouse 1732-1796 

and once made a pair of glasses for George 
Washingt on. 

Ritt enhou se succeeded Franklin as president 
of the Philosophical Society, and was the 
first director of the Unit ed States Mint. 

d 

Details of the Ritte nhou se o rrery 

FRIENDS AND ACQUAINTANCES 



Benjamin Banneker, a free black farmer 
in Maryland, taught himself enough astron
omy and mathematics to calculate his own 
almanac and to help survey the District of 
Columbia. His grandmother was an English 
indentured servant who had married one 
of her own freed slaves, challenging the 
Maryland miscegenation laws. 

Benjamin's protest at the oppression of 
blacks was directed to Secretary of State Bann eker 1731-1806 

Thomas Jefferson in 1791: "Sir, Suffer me 
to recall to your mind that time in which the 
Arms and tyranny of the British Crown 
were exerted ... to reduce you to a State of 
Servitude .... This, Sir, was a time in which 
you clearly saw into the injustice of a State 
of Slavery ... how pitiable is it to reflect ... 
that you should ... be found guilty of that 
most criminal act, which you professed1y 
detested in others ... '.' Jefferson, recognizing 
by this time that the nationa l government 
could not impose abolition on the southern 
states, could make no commitment in reply. 
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Architect, engineer and President Jefferson's 
Surveyor of Public Buildings, Benjamin 
Latrobe arrived from England in 1796, bring
ing with him the expertise in engineering and 
architecture, and the romantic imagination, 
that was needed for the great new public 
projects of turn-of-the-century America. 

The water supply system Latrobe designed 
for Philadelphia, run by steam pumps, was 
the first of its kind; his canals and steamboats 
helped to open up the Middle West. Latrobe 
launched the Greek and Gothic revivals in 
American architecture, and tra ined the first 
generation of American civil engineers as 
well as architects. 

After the city of Washington was burned 
by the British in the War of 1812, Latrobe 
was put in charge of rebuilding the Capitol, 
and redesigned many of the government 
buildings as they are today. 

Opposite: 

' r 
Latrobe 1764-1820 

.. .. wherever . . the Gr eciar 
style can be copied with o, 
impropriety , I love to be 
a mere , I would say a 
slavish copyist. 

-La trobe in a le tter 
to Jefferson. 1807 

Latrobe design ed a column~ capital which w 
the American corn plctnt as dec o ratio n 

The Gre e k revival 
waterworks alo ng the 
Schuylkill River in 
Philadelphia, success or to 
Latrobe 's original project 

Banneker used chis transit 
and equal altitud e instrum e nt 
which was made by his 
employer Andrew Ellicott 
during the survey of the 
District of Columbia 

One of Latrobe's watercolors 
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CONTRAST 
AND 

CONTINUITY 
Franklin was altogether of the eighteenth century. He was at home in the 

London of Swift and Johnson; and he spent almost 70 years of his life as 

a loyal citizen of the British colonies. He committed himself to Independ

ence wholeheartedly, but as a last resort. And he lived just long enough to 

see the Constitution ratified, and to congratulate the first President of the 

United States. 

Jefferson was only twenty at the time of the Stamp Act. As a young lawyer 

he was ready to question, and resist, the authority of Parliament in the 

colonies; and he declared himself early for Independence. From 1776, his 

next 33 years were spent on the design and workings of the new republic. 

A Romantic, bred in the Enlightenment, as third President he had before 

him the new entanglements of the nineteenth century. 

But between the two characters there is a working continuity. Both thought 

of themselves as philosophers-members of an international community 

who believed that the sublime impartiality of sound knowledge could 

gradually free men everywhere from arbitrary power. 



Both Franklin and Jefferson had a 
lasting respect for "the middling sort of 
people"; Franklin never lost his alle• 
giance to the artisan class in which he 
was bred, and Jefferson looked to 
"those who labor in the earth" as the 
surest bulwark of democracy. 

For both Franklin and Jefferson, the 
written word was an instrument of 
action. Each deliberately set out to 
cultivate an effective prose style; each 
came to public notice through the 
printed word. 

Franklin the printer, Jefferson the 
farmer and architect, both cultivated 
political skills, but neither saw polit· 
ical life as an end in itself. Both of 
them recognized the tendency of gov• 
ernment to increase its own power; 
they believed it was inevitable but not 
irresistible. For both, the overruling 
purpose of government was "the 
happiness of associated man:' 

Franklin's father was a Nonconformist 
tradesman, who had come from England 
"to enjoy his mode of religion with free
dom" and who could afford only two years 
of schooling for his youngest son. Franklin 
set out methodically to make himself 
financially secure- he would leave 
$500,000 to his grandson-and then 
turned his attention to "science and 
public affairs'.' 

Franklin always tailored his arguments to 
the circumstances and the interest of his 
audience. He writes with the immediacy 
and detachment of the press room; and he 
builds his case on the grounds for agree
ment and not the grounds for conflict. 

Jefferson's father established prosperous 
plantations, and provided a gentleman's 
education for his sons. But in Jeffers on 's 
hands his estates suffered from the declin( 
of the tobacco market and the ravages of 
war. He was left out of pocket by every 
public office that he held; he never found 
time to set his farms on a profitable foot
ing; and at last he left massive debts to 
his family. 

Jefferson's prose is more slow-moving and 
more definitive than Franklin's. He had ar 
unmatched gift for stating a strong con
viction, in words simple enough to keep 
it alive and applicable through changing 
circumstances. 





FRANKLIN'S 
APPRENTICESHIP 
Benjamin Franklin grew up among wharves, 
workshops and markets; and all his life he 
was at home in the dense texture of city life. 

He was the youngest son of seventeen 
children of an English dyer turned candle
maker - a man of notable good judgment, 
who might have been a leading citizen of 
Boston but for "the numerous family he 
had to educate and the straitness of his cir
cumstances keeping him close to his trade." 
It was at the family table that Benjamin 
beg an to learn the plain self-assurance 
that wou ld make him internationally 
recognized as a new kind of public figure: a 
philosopher-tradesman, competent and 
comfortab le in every walk of life. 

He was bookish from the start -" l do not 
remember when I could not read"-and 
extremely ambitious to become "a tolerable 
English writer." As he grew up he rejected the 
doctrines of New England Puritanism; but 
he still took advantage of its discipline. The 
boy who trained his style by paraphras ing 
and reparaphrasing essays from the 
Sp ectator-who set aside a time each day 
for "self-examination"-'- was convinced that 
good deeds would be rewarded. 

At fifteen he got his first taste of blood as 
a prose writer . He had been apprenticed to 
his elder brother James, printer of the New 
England Courant. Soon a series of letters 
signed by "Mrs. Silence Dogood" began to 
appear, and were well received among the 
local wits. "Suspecting that my brother 
would object to printing anything of mine;' 
Benjamin had slipped his contributions 
anonymously under the print shop door. 

After the truth was out, it was harder than 
ever for Benjamin to submit to his brother's 
"arbitrary" authority. He h ad the effec tive 
management of the paper while James spent 
a month in prison ; Benjamin's contract as 
appr entice was formally discharged , and 
his name replaced James's on the Courant's 
masthead. Soon he took advantage of this 
episode to "assert his freedom"; secre tly he 
took ship for Philadelphia , on his way to 
become his own master. 

I remember rhirreen sir
ring at one time at his 

table, who all grew up ro 
be men an d women . an d 
married . 

Ar his cable he liked ro 
have, as often as h e could, 
some sensib le friend or 
neighbo r ro conve rse w irh, 
and always rook care to 
scart some ingenious or 
useful topic for discours e. 

living near the warer I 
was muc h in and abouc ir, 
leam r early ro swim well, 
and ro manag e boats. 1 
was generally a leade r 
among the boys. 

I am .a great forg iver of 
privace injuries . and a 
mortal enemy ro arbitrary 
govemmenrand unlimited 
power. I have likewise a 
natural inclina t ion w 
observe and reprov e r he 
fau lts of oth ers ... 

Your humble servant, 
Silence Dogood 

CONTRAST AND CONTINUITY 



FRANKLIN, PRINTER 
In middle age, when he had become 
Philadelphia's most eminent citizen, 
Franklin remembered very clearly how he 
was first set ashore at Market Street Wharf, 
with only one Dutch dollar in his pocket. 
He soon found work as a journeyman 
printer, and made the acquaintance of 
Sir William Keith, Governor of 
Pennsylvania, who encouraged him to set up 
his own business, promising him govern
ment printing jobs and a letter of credit to 
buy equipment in London. But once there, 
Franklin found Keith's promises worthless, 
and himself alone again in a strange city. 
In his two years in the world of London 
print shops "being at that time under no 
religious restraints:' Franklin was something 
of a backslider; his expenses on "plays and 
other places of amusement:' and his loans 
to improvident friends, kept him from 
month to month unable to pay his passage 
back to New England. When finally he set 
sail for Philadelphia, "I had by no means 
improv'd my fortune; but I had picked up 
some very ingenious acquaintance'.' 

It was now, at twenty, that Franklin took 
hold in earnest. He knew by now that he 
could handle the written word as an effec
tive instrument, to inform, to entertain or to 
persuade his fellow citizens; he knew that 
if he chose he could be a force for change. 
It was a pleasure and an obligation to find 
out how far his talents would carry him. 

Starting with the "old, shatter' d press, and 
one small, worn-out font of English" of his 
first employer in Philadelphia, he gradually 
made himself master of his own print shop. 
He retrieved the affections of his old flame, 
Deborah Read; began to publish his yearly 
Poor Richard's Almanac, and his own 
newspaper, the Pennsylvania Gazette. He 
acquired a substantial package of govern
ment printing jobs, including paper money 
for the whole of Pennsylvania; he was 
appointed postmaster of Philadelphia. By 
the time he was 42, he was a man of 
independent means and solid learning. 
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I was dirty from my jour
ney; my pockets were 
stuff'd out w ith shirts and 
stockings ; and I knew no 

soul nor where to look for 
lodging. 

THE 

Pennfylv~a GAZETTE. 

I have never fix ed a regu
lar design as to life, by 
which means it has been a 
confused variet y of differ
ent scenes . I am now 
entering upon a new one; 
let me therefore make 
some resolutions , and form 
some scheme of action, 
that henceforth I may live 
in all respects like a 
rational creature. 

I . . am taking the proper 
measures for obtaining 
leisure to enjoy life and my 
friends, more than here
to/ore , having put my 
printing-house under the 
care of my partner, David 
Hall, absolutely left book
selling, and removed to a 
more quiet part of town. 

b 



FRANKLIN'S 
PHILADELPHIA 
Franklin took "the conveniences and 
pleasures of life" seriously; and he never 
hesitated to make demands on his friends 
and associates, to get them to share in his 
latest project-whether it was a vegetarian 
diet, or swimming , or "mutual improvement" 
of any oth er kind. While he was still a 
journeym an, he had made his first experi
ment in formal organization - a club of his 
"ingeni ous acquaintance:' called the Junto, 
or sometimes "the Leather-Apron Club '.' 

The Junto in some ways harked back to 
Cotton Mather's neighborhood benefit 
societies , which Franklin had known in 
Boston; but it was secular , convivial, and 
those who set it up were still young and 
struggling . It turned out to be "the best 
school of philosophy , morality and politics 
th at then existed in the province; for our 
queries .. . put us upon reading with atten
tion upon the several subjects , that we 
might speak more to the purpose'. ' The 
J unto survived for 30 years; it became the 
core of a new class of Philadelphians- an 
aristocracy of science-minded tradesmen 
that grew up alongside the Quaker land
owning establishment- and a political base 
for Franklin as he moved into public life. 
As their projects grew and matured 
Philadelphia became the most progressive 
city in the colonies, with a well-stocked 
subscription library, a public hospital, a 
trained volunteer militia, streets paved, 
swept and lighted at public cost; fire bri
gades, a mutual insurance scheme, and the 
beginnings of a university . And all this car
ried with it a growing self-assurance that pre
pared the city for its part in Independence. 

Year by year it was clearer that Franklin was 
a very exceptional ordinary citizen. He 
summed up the growing strength of his own 
group so skillfully that the colonial govern
ment would soon be unable to do without 
him. And it was part of his program, as he 
distinguished himself , to maintain the char
acter of a plain tradesman; he had his own 
philosophical version of the Quaker style, 
which allowed for worldly comforts but 
made no concessions to worldly show. 

Is there any part icula r 
pe rson wh ose d isorderly 
behavior may be so scan
dalous . . that ,ue may do 
we ll to sen d unto th e said 
pe rson our charitable 
ad m oniti ons I 

-Cotton Mather 

Do you know of a f ellow 
citizen who has lately done 
a wort hy action, deserving 
of praise or imitat ion; or 
who has lately comm itted 
an error prope r for us tu 
be wa rned agains t and 
avo id/ 

-Junta rules 

And now I set on foot my 
f irst project of a pub lic 
natu re . .. thi s was th e 
mot her of all the Nort h 
American subscript ion 
libraries. Th ese libraries 
have impr ove d the gen
eral conversat ion of the 
Amer icans , made th e com
mo n tradesmen and farm
ers as intelligent as m ost 
gentl em en f rom oth er 
countries , and pe rhaps 
have contribute d in some 
degree to the stand so 
generally made throu ghout 
the co lonies in def ense of 
their pr iv ileges. 

Th e Pennsylva nia Hosp ital, 
founded with Franklin 's 
ex pertise in promo ting 
comm unity causes 

Th e suggest ion box of the Library Company of Ph ilade lph ia 

J 

. " 

CONTRAST AND CONTINUITY 

Leaf prints made by one of 

the original members of 
Franklin's Junco 

Fran klin's fire~prcvcnrion eff1 
helped make Phi ladelp hia or 
of the safes t cities in the worl 

Fire mark of the first America 

fire insurance company 



FRANKLIN AND 
COLONIAL UNITY 
From his study, his press room and his post 
office, Franklin handled more of the total 
of public information than any other person 
in the colonies. He made the most of his 
strategic positi on. He had faith in the art of 
printing; he was sure that on balance, as 
information and argument were more widely 
published, society would get better at 
pursuing its be st interest. 

At mid-century Franklin was elected to the 
Pennsylvania assembly; it marked a new 
step in his progr ession from priv ate to public 
man , from local to cosmopolitan issues. 
Ab out this time he published a letter 
attacking the transportation of English 
convicts to the1colonies, and proposing to 
ship American rattlesnakes home in 
exchange ; it has some of the venom of 
Swift's "Modest Proposal" for dea ling with 
the Irish poor . He signed it "Americanus '.' 
From now on the need for American unity 
would be his sharpest concern . 

With the French and Indian War, the need 
for cooperation became obvious and urgent. 
French incursions into Pennsylvania and 
Virginia threatened to develop into a full
scale international struggle for control of 
the North American continent. 

The British government called an inter
colonial congress-the first-at Albany in 
17 54. Franklin was there, with a carefully
balanced "plan of union'.' But , as he later 
explained it, the British were unwilling "to 
permit the union of the colonies as propos'd 
at Albany, and to trust that union with their 
defense, lest they shou ld thereby grow too 
military , and feel their own strength .. '.'; and 
in any case, to Franklin 's chagrin, none of 
th e colonial assemblies was ready to support 
his plan or to propose a working altern ative. 
General Braddock was sent over with his 
regiments instead; Franklin's skill at 
combining people in their joint interest had 
met its first substantia l check. But the lesson 
of the war was not lost: twenty years later, 
the colonies would manage to combine 
against a common adversary. 
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TH • 

REA TY 
INDIAN S 

General Bradd ock, 
wounded in batt le against 
the French and Ind ians, 
was totall y silent all the 
first day, and at night only 
said , "Who would have 
thought it' " He was 
silent again the following 
day, saying only at last, 
"We shall better know 
how to deal wirh them 
another time "; and dy 'd 
in a feiv minutes after . 

b 

Franklin's postal records 

d 

Franklin printed this cartoon in his Pennsylvania A colonial post rider 
Gazetce ar the time of the French and Indian War 

A treaty between Sir William Johnson, Indian agent for George Ill , and the Mingo, Delaw are and Shaw , 

Derail of an Iroquois deerskin robe 
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FRANKLIN IN ENGLAND 
In 17 5 7, Franklin sailed for England for the 
second time. He was to spend most of his 
fifties and sixties in London -first to argue 
the assembly's case against the hereditary 
proprietors of Pennsylvania, then, on behalf 
of all the colonies , to lobby against the Stamp 
Act. Franklin had no aspirations to inde
pendence for America ; he campaigned 
steadily for "liberty under the Crown'. ' 

Franklin flourished in London; he was a 
benign father figure in the Craven Street 
household where he had lodgings; and his 
friends spanned the political spectrum, from 
the Masons and the Club of Honest Whigs 

to David Hume. The repeal of the Stamp 
Act was only one of his successes. Urbane 
and well-informed , never putting his oppo
nent in the wrong, he was persuasive evi
dence that America had reached the age of 
reason and should be treated accordingly . 

At the same time, he gave some attention 
to his family fortunes. He had always been 
a shrewd investor in undeveloped land; and 
now he was ready to share in a very large
scale speculative project, the "Grand Ohio 
Company." But the Crown set rigid limits 
to westward settlement; the company never 
got its grant of land; and "this hoarding of 
a Royal wilderness:' as his friend Burke 
called it, was added to the tally of Franklin 's 
grievances against the Crown . 

Meantime his only son William , who had 
come to Europe as his father's aide, acquired 
an English law degree, an illegitimate son 
of his own, and the post of Royal Governor 
of New Jersey. 

In the 1770's, Lord North 's ministry hard
ened its colonial policy ; Franklin's part in the 
publication of the Hutchinson letters was 

A New England Freem asonry symbol " Franklin befor e the Lords Council, " l 774 

In Septe mb er, l 774 , 
Franklin still hope d th at 
a boyco tt would be e nough 
to bring Englan d round : 
In my opin ion all dep end s 
on th e A mer icans them
selves. . If they .. keep 
firm resolu tions no t to 
consume British manufac
tu res till th eir grievances 
are redressed and their 
rights acknow ledged, this 
min istry mu st fa ll, and 
the aggr ieving laws be 
repealed. T h is is th e opinion 
of all w ise men here . 

used , with great publicity, to discredit him 
as colonial petitioner. In 177 5, discouraged 
and offended, he prepared to sail home. He 
was met by the news of Lexington and 
Concord; and he found that the scandal 
which had ended his usefulness in London 
had made him a hero in Philadelphia. At 70, 
without further delay, he put his experience 
and all his energies wholeheartedly at the 
service of the Revolution. 

CONTRAST AND CONTINUITY 

"A View of the Tow n of 
Co ncord;' l 77 5, showing th 
British mustering thei r troo 





' 
YOUNG JEFFERSON 
Thomas Jefferson was raised in the close
knit landowning society of the Virginia 
Piedmont. His father, Peter Jefferson, was 
a man of the frontier, of legendary strength 
and stature; a planter, surveyor, mapmaker, 
magistrate , and colonel of the local militia, 
who married into the great landowning 
family of the Randolphs. When he died, his 
elder son Thomas-at fourteen-was the 
head of a substantial household, and heir 
to estates that would support it in comfort. 

Thomas Jefferson grew up with no illusions 
about the conservatism of his own society, 
or the fatal injustice of its reliance on slave 
labor. But the tradition he inherited was A su rveyor's chain 

also one of upland self-sufficiency , of direct 
involvement in the uses of the land, of 
hospitality and day-to-day practical self-
government; and in this tradition, Jefferson's 
most constant political convictions 
had their roots. 

He took readily enough to a classical educa
tion ; but his real heroes were Francis Bacon, 
Isaac Newton and John Locke. As a student 
at William and Mary College , he was the 
best-read and the most inquisitive Virginian 
of his generation. 

Well over six feet tall, always slightly 
ungainly, but a fine rider and strong swim
mer, Jefferson cut a very eligible figure in 
Williamsburg society, and played the fiddle 
in quartets at the Governor's Palace. Francis 
Fauquier was an able and enlightened 
bachelor Governor; William Small, who 
taught physics at William and Mary, and 
George Wythe , one of Virginia's most 
distinguished jurists, met at his table 
regularly , with Jefferson who was the friend 
and pupil of both. 

Jefferson got a sound professional training 
in five years as assistant in Wythe's law 
office. In his twenties, he set up in practice 
and began to ride the circuit of the county 
courts; he started building , on a grand plan, 
at Monticello , brought his young wife to live 
in the unfinished house; and was elected 
to represent Albemarle County in the House 
of Burgesses, where George Washington and 
Patrick Henry were among his colleagues . 
Op pos ite: Carters Grove, a plantation on the James River near 
Williamsbu rg, was built about ten years before Jefferson became a 
student at William and Mary College 

I was a hard student until 
I ente red on the business 
of life, the duti es of which 
leave no idle time ... and 
now, retired, and at the 
age of seventy-six , I am 
again a hard student . 

b 

Th e carrouche from the Jefferson and Fry map of Virginia 

A classroom in the Wren Building of William and Mary College 
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FRANKLIN IN '76 
Th e eigh teen mo nth s of Frankl in 's life th at 
followe d his re turn from England read like 
a journ al of th e Revo luti on . Aft er his years 
of diplomacy on behalf of all th e colonies, 
he was the first American wh om th ey could 
look to as their common lead er, and cert ainly 
th e best qu alified to outguess th e British . 
He was reinstated as Postmast er General ; 
led a mission to Canada to try to enli st 
Fren ch Ca nadian support for th e Am er ican 
cause; oversaw the organi zation of Penn syl
vania's militia, and th e defense of Phil adel
phi a's harbo r; and served on eve ry imp ortan t 
comm ittee in th e Contin ental Congress. 

Franklin 's most imp ortant assignm ent was 
to th e Secret Co mmitt ee of Foreign Co rres
pond ence, wh ose business was to loo k for 
overseas allies willing to supply loans and 
military help for an all-out war with England . 
In pr elimin ary soundings it became clear 
th at France would consider an alliance only 
if Am erica came forward as an already 
ind epend ent state . Franklin in Congress 
had put all hopes of reconciliati on with 
England behind him ; no w he worked 
stead ily to hasten the day when all Am erica 
would make the same decision . Soon , und er 
th e pr essur e of British hostiliti es, colony 
after colony instructed its del egates to 
declare the states independ ent. Franklin 
agreed with John Adam s that Jefferson 
should make the first draft of a declara tion : 
he suggested a minimum of verb al changes, 
and supp orted Jefferson with warmth and 
und erstandin g while Congress worried 
ove r his dr aft. 

Before he sailed on his vital mission to 
France, Franklin had occasion to make his 
first app earan ce as representativ e of "th e 
free, ind epend ent Stat es of Am erica'.' With 
John Ad ams and Edward Rutl edge, he 
traveled to Perth Amb oy in N ew Jer sey, 
where only a month before his son William 
had b een arrested as a Loyalist. It was 
Franklin 's task to confirm form ally to his 
old acq uaint ance Lord How e, wh o com
mand ed th e British forces, "th at all form er 
attachm ent was obliterated; that Am erica 
could not return again to the domin ation 
of Gr ea t Britain '.' 
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It is im possib le we sh ou ld 
th in k of S ubmiss ion to a 
Govern m ent , that has 
w ith th e mos t wanton 
Barbarit y an d C ruelty 
burnt our def enseless 
Towns in th e mid st of 
Winter , excited th e 
Sa v ages to massacre our 
peaceful/ Farmers, and 
our Slaves to m urder the ir 
Masters, and is eve n now 
bringing fo reign M erce
naries 10 de luge our 
Se ttlements w ith Blood. 
The se atrocious Inju ries 
have ext ing uish ed every 
rema in ing Spa rk of 
Aff ection for th at Parent 
C ountry we on ce he ld so 
dear; bur , were it p oss ible 
for us to f orge t an d fo rgive 
th em , it is no t p oss ib le fo r 
yo u (I m ean th e Bri tish 
Na tion ) to f orgive th e 
Peop le yo u have so 
heavily inj ured. 

Franklin , Jefferson and Ad ams se rved together o n a comm ittee in 
Co ngress to design "a device for the Sea l of the 
Unit ed States of Am erica" 

Inside Ind ependenc e Hall 

Exterior deta il, Independe nc 



The Rale igh Tave rn in \.\iil!iarnsb urg. 
where the Virginia insur ge nts met to 

disc uss Inde pe nden ce 

JEFFERSON IN '76 
In 177 5, when the Virginia assembly sent 
Jefferson as a delegate to the Continental 
Congress, he rode to Philadelphia with no 
aspirations to national leadership, but well 
primed with all the arguments for the 
American cause. Since his early twenties, 
when he had heard Patrick Henry 's spec
tacular denunciation of the Stamp Act , 
Jefferson had been one of Virginia's young 
firebrands. In '71 he gave up his law practice 
and began to find his feet as a legislator in 
the House of Burgesses. His Summary View 
of the Rights of British Am erica had the 
cogency he had learned with George Wythe , 
and the unhesitating fervor of his own 
generation; and it had won him a reputa
tion as "a masterly pen'.' 

He was a stranger to most of the delegates 
in Philadelphia , and one of the youngest 
among them. He spoke very little in general 
debate ; he said later that he was in good 
company: "I served with General 
Washington in the legislature of Virginia , 
before the revolution , and during it, with 
Dr. Franklin in Congress. I never heard 
either of them speak ten minutes at a time , 
nor to any but the main point , which was 
to decide the question'.' But he quickly 
showed his competence in committee-work 
and in conversation-"prompt , frank, 
explicit and decisive'.' John Adams recalled 
his impressions of Jefferson's original draft 
of the Declaration : "I was delighted with its 
high tone and the flights of oratory with 
which it abounded , especially that concern
ing Negro slavery, which, though I knew his 
Southern brethren would never suffer to 
pass in Congress, I certainly never would 
oppose ... '.' For Franklin, Independence had 
been a last resort. For Jefferson it was a 
compl etely new beginning, an opportunity 
to establish government on a broader base 
and to introduce a new code of law. Once 
the Declaration was signed he was impatient 
to get back to the Virginia legislature: "the 
time for fixing every essential right on a 
legal basis is while our rulers are honest , 
and ourselves united. From the conclusion 
of this war, we shall be going down hill'.' 

CONTRAST AND CONTINUITY 

When Congress was 
debatin g no n-importa tion 
of British goods. I was 
sirring by Dr Franklin and 
observed to him rhat I 
thought we should except 
books; that we ought not 
to exclude science, even 
coming from an enem y. 
He thought so too , and I 
proposed th e excep tion, 
which was agreed to. 

- Jefferson 's aurobiograph\ 





JEFFERSON AND THE 
STATE OF VIRGINIA 
Jefferson got back to Williamsburg too late 
to have his say in the debates on a constitu
tion for Virginia. He would have advocated 
first of all a much broader electoral base, 
with land grants so that every free adu lt 
male could meet the property qualifications 
for a vote. 

But such a radical extension of the suffrage 
had little chance with the large landholders, 
firmly attached to the status quo, who sti ll 
dominated the assembly. Nor would they 
entertain Jefferson's proposal for the total 
but gradual abolition of slaveholding. 
Jefferson himself owned slaves all his life; 
he was a considerate , troubled, scrupu-
lous master, whether or not (as Federalist 
newspapers lat er claimed) a slave girl was 
his mistress. He never felt the spontaneous 
respect for the Negro that he felt for the 
American Indian. But he knew, and stated 
unequivocally , that slaveholding was 
humanly indefensible, and that it doomed 
the society that practiced it to catastrophe . 

The proudest success of the three years th at 
Jefferson spent revising the state's code of 
law was the Bill for Establishing Religious 
Freedom. In Virginia, believers and dis
sent ers alike paid taxes for the support 
of Anglican ministers. Most V irginians were 
ready to extend toleration to the dissenting 
sects ; but Jefferson , in "the severest contests 
in which I have ever been engaged," 
demanded much more than toleration: the 
state had no business to restrict or to sup
port any religious belief or practice. 

In 1779, just as the South was coming under 
fresh attack from the British, Jefferson was 
elected Governor of his state, in success ion 
to Patrick Henry. He threw his best energies 
into the problems of supply and defense; 
and his support for George Rogers Clark 's 
exped ition into the Northwest, to capture 
strategic forts in the Ohio, was of critical 
help in strengthening America's bargaining 
power at the end of the War. But he was 
not the dramatic military leader that the 
moment called for; and he welcomed the 
end of his term of office with relief. 

Op posite, Th e Ge neral Co urt room of the Williamsb urg 
Capitol Building 

In a letter to an abolitionist 
friend , Jeffer son wrote 
of a class o f Virgin ians who 
have not the courage to 

dives t the ir fam ilies of a 
propert)' which howeve r 
keeps their consciences 
mquie c .. 

Th e opinions of m en are 
not th e object of civ il 
government, no r un der 
its jm iscliction. 

b 

Th e Williamsburg jail 

Th e Governo r's Palace. Willi amsburg 
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FRANKLIN IN FRANCE 
In 1776 the colonies had no navy, and very 
limited military resources. Only fifteen years 
earlier, American militia and British red
coats had fought side by side against the 
French, on the colon ial frontier; now Con
gress hoped that England's longstanding 
enemy could be enlisted as America's first 
friend. Franklin was the only possible 
ambassador with the experience and the 
agility to pull it off. 

His arrival in France was a social triumph. 
He was already famous as an "electrician" 
and as a man of letters . Conservatives were 
disarmed, and liberals were heartened, by 
this impressive representative of a revolu
tionary society Franklin in his fur cap played 
the role of the sage from the wilderness 
with amusement, knowing that success in 
the salons was vita l to his mission . 

Franklin and the Comte de Vergennes, 
representative of the French government, 
understood one another very well. The 
French would welcome England's discomfi
ture; but they had to be convinced that 
America had a fighting chance before they 
would commit themselves openly. And 
Louis XVI had to be persuaded to set aside 
his misgivings about encouraging a repub
lican revo luti on. Franklin kept his compo
sure even when word came that the British 
had taken Philadelphia. Then the news of 
Saratoga - the first major American victory
cleared the way for negotiations. 

The Treaty of Amity and Commerce , which 
guaranteed French support for America 
until Independence was won, came as wel
come testimony to Franklin's patience and 
skill. For Louis and his government, it would 
turn out to be a very expensive investment. 
Five years of war, of loans, of diplomacy and 
intrigue still lay ahead. John Adams, in his 
brief service as Franklin's fellow commis
sioner, grew more and more fretful. Even
tually , with French help, the balance of war 
wou ld tip in America's favor. Meantime, 
Franklin's sustained efforts as impresario 
of the American Revolution in Europe were 
critically necessary. 

He settled down, at Passy outside Paris, to 
his usual rich mixture of work and pleasure. 
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Franklin 's reputation was 
more universal than that 
of Leibniz or Newton, 
Frederick or Voltaire. 
there was scarcely a peas
ant or a citizen .. w h o did 
not consider him a friend 
to human kind . they 
seemed to think he was 
to restore the golden age. 

- John Adams 

The Lif e of Dr. Franklin 
was a Scene of continual 
dissipation . he kept a 
horn book always in his 
Pocket in which he min
uted all his invitations 
to dinner , and Mr. Lee 
said it was the only thing 
in which he was /nmct11al. 

- John Adams 

b 

Franklin and Vergennes. the French foreign minister 

The Foreign Affairs Office, Versailles 

One of the ships from De Grasse's fleet dispatched to America 
after the 1778 treaty with France 
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He coaxed one loan after another from the 
French; he found , eq uipp ed and dispatched 
friendly sh ips ; he kept in constant touch 
with friends who could tell him what the 
British government was thinking. As a 
young printer he had been careful "not only 
to be in reality industrious and frugal, but 
to avoid all appearances to the contrary." As 
an old diplomat , he took care to concea l how 
extremely busy he was . On his indispensa
ble private press he ran off American pass
ports and safe-conducts, and a booklet of 
Information to Thos e who wou ld Remove 
to America, as well as "bagatelles " for his 
favorite neighbor, Mme. Helvetius , and th e 

"Franklin 's Receptio n at the court of France:· 1778 

other lad ies "great and sma ll" who competed 
for his company. 

Natural philosophy was still among his chief 
"diversions" - and free exchange of scien
tific news he regarded as a high ob ligation, 
not to be interfered with by temporary 
hostilities between nations. After the first 
hydrogen ba lloon ascent in Paris , he wrote 
off about it immediately, in full detail, to his 
friends at the Royal Society. And to the 
inevitable question from an onlooker: "But 
what use is it?" he made the irresistible 
reply: "What use is a new-born baby?" 

it was afterward f illed 
with the inf lamm able air 
that is prod uced by pour
ing oil of vitriol upon 
f ilings of iron, when it was 
found ... to be capable 
of lif ting a weight of thirty
n ine pounds, exclusive 
of its o<vn weight .. . 

- Au g. 30, 1783 

A t the age of seventy-o dd 
he had neither lost his 
love of beauty nor the 
taste f or it. 

- John Ad ams 

Franklin bo ught these brass stencils in Paris in 1781 

d 
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FRANKLIN'S SCIENCE 
In its time, Franklin's mastery of the light
ning was compared with the achievements 
of Newton; combined with his activities as a 
patriot, it made him a Romantic celebrity of 
the first order. His law of the conservation 
of electrical charge was in the tradition 
of Newton's law of the conservation of 
momentum; but Franklin's experimental 
approach derived more from Newton's 
optics than from his mathematics of grav
itation. From the fashionable parlor 
curiosities of electricity, by a methodical 
series of brilliantly devised experiments, 
Franklin built a physical theory explaining 
one of nature's most awesome forces. His 
concepts of positive and negative charge, 
his explanation of the accumulation of 
charges in the Leyden jar, and his analysis 
of grounding and insulation, laid the 
foundations for the present-day science 
of electricity. 

His famous kite experiment, which 
established that lightning is an electrical 
discharge, captured the popular and the 
philosophical imagination; its application, 
the lightning rod, set an impressive prece
dent for the practical and social emphasis 
of New World science. 

Franklin's curiosity about the workings of 
everything was matched by his pleasure 
in handing on new-found knowledge to 
others. As early as 17 4 3- the year of 
Jefferson's birth - Franklin launched his 
proposal for a Philosophical Society, to keep 
the "ingenious men" of the colonies in 
regular communication, "for the promotion 
of useful knowledge'.' By the 1770's, it was 
the center of a self-sustaining American 
scientific community, exchanging informa
tion with European learned societies. After 
the Revolution, the Society was relaunched. 
Philosophical Hall was only a few steps 
away from Independence Hall; scientific 
inquiry was part of the national enterprise, 
and Jefferson -first as President of the 
Society, then as President of the United 
States-saw to it that federal enterprises, 
like the expedition of Lewis and Clark, drew 
on the society's knowledge and fed back into 
its collections and its records. 
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He snatched the lightning 
from the heaven, and the 
scepter from tyrants . 

- Turg ot 

The first drudgery of 
settling new colonies, 
which confines the atten
tion of people to mere 
necessaries, is now pretty 
well over; and there are 
many in every province 
in circumstances that set 
them at ease, and afford 
leisure to cultivate the 
finer arts and improve 
the common stock of 
knowledge. 

Franklin's "Penn sylvania Fireplace" 

~.J IL 

Franklin 's analysis of waterspouts appears in his Experiments and Observations on Electricity 

Franklin's travelling chess set 
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Franklin came up with th.e 
idea of bifocal glasses whde 
he was living in France 

kl. ' "Mar itime Observati ons" From Fran ms 

Two of Franklin 's exp~riments: 
an electric spark piercing a 
stack of paper and the effect 
of oil on water 

___ / frame no hypot he ses. 
to us it is enoL<gh that 

;rav ity does really exist, 
and act according to the 
laws which ,ve have 
exp lained . 

- Newton. 
Principia Mathemarica 

C ONTRAST AND CONTINUITY 

Nor is it of much impor
tance to us to know the 
manner in which nature 
executes her laws, 'tis 
enough if we kn ow the 
laws themselves. 

- Benjamin Franklin._ 
Op inions and Con1ecti. 





JEFFERSON'S 
NOTES ON VIRGINIA 
At the end of the war, Jefferson wrote , 
"I considered that I had been thirteen years 
engaged in public service, that during that 
time I had so totally abandoned all attention 
to my private affairs as to permit them to 
run into great disorder and ruin ... '.' He was 
resolved to retire once and for all; his farms 
had been ravaged by Cornwallis ' troops, 
and his wife 's health was worsening . 

But out of the years of war came a piece 
of work that was enough to place Jefferson 
the localist as a natural and moral philoso
pher of cosmopolitan distinction. The 
French consul in Philadelphia had circulated 
a questionnaire to prominent men of each 
of the states; Jefferson 's answers grew into 
an argumentative and sometimes lyrical 
book, a celebration of the land's capacity 
to support life. He describes Virginia's 
climate and crops, its resources for commerce 
and communication ; its wilderness land
scapes, its history, its archaeology, its native 
societies. He brings evidence to defend the 
abundance and the vigor of American 
species. He discusses the reconstruction of 
the fossil remains of the mammoth, which 
according to Indian stories might still be 
roaming in the Northwestern wilderness. 
And he sets out his hopes and apprehen
sions for the life of his country. 

The methods of natural history fascinated 
Jefferson as much as the raw material. Since 
boyhood, when he went with his father 
on surveying trips , he had been a collector 
of maps , measurements, weather observa
tions, records of plant growth, dates of 
earliest birdsongs, Indian vocabularies. 
"Nature intended me for the tranquil pur
suits of science ... but the enormities of the 
times in which I have lived, have forced 
me to ... commit myself on the boisterous 
ocean of political passions'.' 

In 1782 Jefferson's hopes for a tranquil , 
domestic life at Monticello were broken 
by the death of his wife Martha . She was 
34, he was 39; he would never remarry. 
After months of desperate solitude, he was 
persuaded by friends in Congress to con
sider a new departure. 

Th e indifferen t state of 
[agriculrure] among us 
does not proceed from a 
want of know ledge merely; 
it is from our having such 
quant ities of lane/ to waste 
as we please. 

The skeleton of the 
mammot h (for so the 
incognitum has been 
called) bespeaks an animal 
of f ive or six rimes the 
cubic volume of the 
elephant, as Mons. 
de Buffon has adm itted. 

Between ninety and a 
hunclrecl of om birds have 
been described by Cares by. 
His draw ings are bette r as 
to form and attitude than 
coloring, which is generally 
(()() high. 

- No tes on Vi rginia 

Th e Na tural Bridge in V irginia was on prope rty Jefferso n own ed 

J 
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A distingu ished Frenc h 
gu est at Mo nti cello 
descr ibed h is hos t as cm 
Am erican , who without 
ever having qui t reel /,is 
oum coun try, is at once 
a musician. skilled in 
drawing , a geometrician , 
an ascronomer, a natural 
ph ilosopher, legislator 
and statesman . 

Fossil mammoth bo nes which Jefferson sent to Buffon in France 
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FRANKLIN 
AT HOME AGAIN 
Franklin had returned from England in '7 5 
as a hero in retreat; now , home from France 
where he had helped to win the war and 
make the peace, he was welcomed at Market 
Street Wh arf as a hero in triumph. He 
installed himself with his daughter's family; 
within weeks he was President of Pennsyl 
vania's Executive Council. Three years later 
he was the eldest delegate to the Constitu 
tional Convention-one of the few "old 
Congress men " from '76. He ;knew that the 
outcome of the Convention would be 
det ermin ed by the younger delegates ; as 
the Constitution took shape, it was consid
erably less democratic than he would have 
liked. He never had much patience with the 
ide a of a Senate: he would have preferred 
a single-chamber legislature . He advocated 
an executive council (rather than a President 
with independ ent powers); a strong bill of 
rights ; and universal manhood suffrage , 
with no property qualification. 

On the other hand, Franklin had little 
sympathy with those who-like Patrick 
Henry - resisted a central executive , in the 
name of autonomy for the individual states. 
He had always been in favor of continental 
uni on ; and now he was apprehensive that 
the Convention would close with no work
able federal constitution at all. He concen
trat ed on steering the debates away from 
de adlock ; his celebrated final speech holds 
the key to his long life - his genius for honest 

I 

compromise without fuss !
1 

Franklin lived long enough to congratulate 
President Washington on H,is inauguration. 
He himself had been America's leading 
citizen; he knew that he could hardly leave 
the nati on in better hands. 

Franklin had played an heroic role , on a 
stage far wider than North America . He 
had always maintained that he was much 
disp osed to like the world as he found it; 
yet few private citizens had changed their 
world more . At his death, two national 
assemblies went into mourning - in America 
and in France; and the entire city of Phila
delphia walked in his funeral procession. 

so 

Frank lin was the eldest de le
gate at both the Second Con
tinental Congress and the 
Const itutional Convention 

We are sent here to consult 
not to contend with each 
other; and declarations of 
a fixed opinion, and of 
determ ined resolution 
never to change it, neither 
enlig ht en nor convince us. 

Th e Pennsylvania Abolition 
Society made Frank lin its 
president in 1787 

Washington's inaugurati on 

Franklin wrote his own epitaph 

1/i. 

TheS 

Seal on a commissio n from the Pennsylvania Executive Counci l, 
signed by Franklin as President 





JEFFERSON IN FRANCE 
After a year in Congress-in which he sat 
on 31 committ ees, helped to plan the tem
porary gove rnment of th e western terri
tories, and prepared a scheme for decimal 
coinage- Jefferson took up the post of 
Minister to France . His task was to set up 
advantageous commercial treaties with a 
nation already beginning to feel weakened 
by the help it had given the United States 
in the war. " ... the receipt of our whale-oils, 
salted fish, and the salted meats on favor
ab le term s, the admission of our rice on 
eq ual terms with that of Piedmont, Egypt 
an d th e Levant, and the mitigation of the 
monopolies of our tobacco ... and a free 
adm ission of our productions into their 
islands, were the principal commercial 
objects which required attention .... " 

After Franklin's diplomatic triumphs , the 
assignm ent was undramatic; but his visit to 
Europe meant a great deal. La Fayette, still 
full of generous enthusiasm for American 
liberty , threw himself into Jefferson 's cam
paign, with introductions in high places and 
persistent lobbying . La Fayette 's friends 
amo ng the young nobility made much of 
Jefferson and looked to him for counsel. 
Jefferson consistently advised moderation; 
even so, as Minister Plenipotentiary and 
friend at the same time to a knot of near
radicals, his position was delicate. By the 
year of the storming of the Bastille , as he 
prepared to return on leave to Virginia, 
Jefferson had given up hope that La Fayette's 
en lighten ment could prevail among the 
aristocracy; but he had confidence in the 
Com mons (which was behaving rather like 
his own Virginia assembly , dismissed by its 
Royal Governor and carrying on business 
at the Raleigh Tavern) . "The Nat ional 
assembly have now as clean a canvas to 
work on here as we had in America. Such 
has been the firmness and wisdom of their 
proceedings in moments of adversity as well 
as prosp erity, that I have the highest confi
dence that they will use their power justly." 

Jefferson found time to travel in Europe-
as a man of taste, and as a farmer and 
builder on the look out for applicable tech
niques. He took notes on the rice fields of 
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Cross section of the Foreign Affairs Office. Versailles 

I was much acqua int ed 
wit h the leading patr iots 
of th e assemb ly. Bein g 
fro m a country which had 
succe ssfully passed th ro' 
a sim ilar reformation , 
they were disposed to my 
acqua in tan ce, and had 
some confi dence in m e. 
I urged most strenuous ly 
an immediat e compro mi se; 
to secure what the govern
ment was now ready to 

yield , and trust to futur e 
occasions for w hat might 
still be wan ting 

Were I to procee d to tell 
you how mu ch I enjoy 
th eir architecture , scu lp
ture , painting , music , 
I shou ld wan t wor ds . 

Th e Jardin du Roi, which Jefferson visited frequ en tly 



Versailles 

From the Paris Ob servatory 

Piedmont, and measured the bricks of the 
amphitheater at Bordeaux, always with an 
eye to the benefit of Virginia. 

And he rose to the demands and opportu
nities of Paris; like Franklin, th ough less 
theatrically , he relished the cosmopolitan 
success of a philosophical "savage'.' He fitted 
out his house and his daughter Patsy to 
ambassadorial standards; he made new 
friends in the worlds of science and th e fine 
arts. Only the cultivated and delicious 
Maria Cosway-briefly but th oroughly
upset his new equanimity. 

CONTRAST AND CONTINUITY 

Maria Cosway 

I am nou , of an a.([e which 
does no r easily accummo
dace ccself co new manners 
and new modes of living: 
and I am savage enough 
to prefer che ,uoods. rhe 
wilds, and che independ
ence of Monricello . co all 
the brillian r pleasures 
of this gay capital. 



JEFFERSON 
IN HIGH OFFICE 
Jefferson returned from France to find the 
political scene comp letely changed; men of 
influ ence were promoting conservative, 
Anglophile ideas that seemed to him prac
tically a betrayal of the Rev oluti on. 

George Washington, unanim ously elected 
first President , was trying to assemble a 
working cabinet that would reflect a balance 
of opinion and interest. He was anxio us to 
have Jefferson as Secretary of State. 

In fore ign affairs Jefferson helped 
Washingt on to steer the nati on clear of 
"entangling alliances '.' But he insisted that 
debts to France, dating from the War for 
Ind ependence, were still binding after the 
execution of King Louis; and conservatives 
were quick to label him a dang ero us 
sympathizer with the French extremists. 

Alexander Hamil ton's projects as Treasury 
Secretary- his Bank of the United States , 
his manipulation of war debts , and his 
Repo rt on Manufactures-all tended to 
favor the large investor and to encourage 
industr y and commerce rather than agr i
cultur e. Small farmers, and citizens of 
modest means, increasingly looked to 
Jefferson to coun teract Hamilt on' s influ ence. 

Jefferson 's oppos itiqn to the policies of 
Hamilton and John Adams grew into what 
he and Washington had most wanted to 
avo id : two parties in government, each 
using its best ene rgies to thwart th e other. 

By 1797, when Jefferso n was elected Vice 
President and John Adams President, their 
differences had by painful degre es und er
mined their old friendship. Jefferson 
regard ed Adams' Alien and Sedition Acts 
as "an experiment on the American mind 
to see how far it will bear an avowed viola
tion of th e const itution "; but as Vice 
Presid ent, he cou ld only oppose them 
indirectly, through state assemblies. His 
anonymous "Ken tucky Resoluti ons;' assert 
ing the right of a state to reject a federal 
law, set a dangerous precedent. But their 
arguments aga inst risking long-t erm freedom 
for the sake of short-term security are 
Jefferson at his best. 
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When I arrived in N. York 
in 1790 , to tak e a pare in 
the administrati on , be ing 
fresh from th e French 
Re volution, while in it's 
first and pur e stage, and 
consequently somewhat 
whetted up m my own 
republican principl es, I 
found a state of thing s, in 
the general soc iety of the 
place , wh ich I could not 
have supposed po ssibl e. I 
was astonish ed to find th e 
general pre valence of 
monarchical sentiments, 
insomuch chat in main
taining chose of repub
licanism , I had always th e 
whole company on my 
hands, nev er scarcely 
finding among th em a 
single co-advocat e in that 
argument , unl ess sume 
old member o{Congress 
happened to be present. 

... ~., , ... ~ .. ,,,. .~· 
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Map of the new cap ital city of Washington , D.C. 
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Eli Whitney 's cotton gin received one of 
first patents granted by Jefferson's office 

Colonial money. Jefferson proposed the 
American decimal system of co inage 

Th e First Bank of the United States 
in Philadelp hia 

Th e Senate Chambe r in Congress Hall, 
Philadelphia, where Jefferson was sworn 
in as Vice President under Adam s 



PRESIDENT JEFFERSON 
In the year 1800 , Jefferson greeted with 
mixed feelings his own election to the 
Presidency. It had taken 36 ballots to break 
the tie betwe en Jefferson and Aaron Burr ; 
but their party's clear victory over John 
Adams seemed almost a new revolution 
a return to the spirit of 1776. 

Jefferson knew that personal power did not 
suit him. For ten years he had been a hero 
of the opposition ; now he had to face the 
conflicting dem ands of practical govern
ment, and his opponents would not spare 
him. His record as a champion of high 
principle made him all the more vulnerable. 

The most brilli ant success of his first term -
the Louisiana Purchase -was a step beyond 
the powers of his office according to his own 
strict construction; but in fact the doubling 
of United States territory displeased hardly 
anybo dy. 

It was the high est point of a long run of 
popular and successful legislation; in close 
collaboration with the leaders of a friendly 
majority in Congress , Jefferson was able to 
cut taxes, reduce the standing army, and 
begin to pay off the national debt. And 
exce pt for a campaign off the North African 
coast against the piratical Barbary States , 
the ocea ns were safe for American shipping. 
Jefferson had time to establish an informal 
White House style with a minimum of 
courtly protocol, and to attend to the 
planting of tre es along Washington 's still 
unpaved avenues. 

But in his second term, American merchant 
ships plying to Europe began to run into 
severe harassment, as France and England 
each tried to interfere with the other's trade. 
Jefferson refused to bid for the protection 
of either power ; instead , he put through 
Congress a total embargo on foreign trade. 
The embargo did avoid war for the time 
being, and it encouraged American manu
factures; but it caused widespread hardship , 
and it led Jefferson into police measures 
that he would neve r have tolerated in a less 
desperate cause. At the end of his term of 
office, Congress rebelled and lifted the 
emb argo ;Jeffer son had to leave the situation, 
unresolved, to his successor James Madison. 

A NOT E ON PARTY NAM ES 

In Jefferson's time , the names 
"Repub lican'' and "De mocratic" 
did not belong to opposing 
parties as they do now. Both 
were applied to the more libera l 
of the two partie s, the one 
which adop ted Jefferson as its 
leader . 

The party of Hami lton an d 
Adams called itself "Federa list'.' 
suggest ing that it had a monop
oly on loyalty to the federal 
Const itution. "Democrat" was a 
Federa list term of abuse for 
Jefferson's party . Jefferson, in 
the I 790's, unwilling to set tle 
for "Antifederalist'.' began 
referring to his own party as 
"Repub lican'.' 

Latrob e's sketc h for a co lumn
capital usin g the American 
tobacco plan t as its deco rative 
motif 

Th e whole wor ld is thu s 
laid under int erd ict by 
these two na tions , and our 
vessels, their cargoes and 
crews, are to be taken by 
the one or the other, /or 
wha tever place they may 
be destined, out of our 
ow n limits. If there/ore on 
leav ing our harbors we are 
certai nly to lose them, is 
it not be tter, as to vessels , 
carRoes and seamen. to 
keep them at home 7 

A view of the 
Ph ilade lphia waterfront 

A flag celebra ting Jefferson 's election to the Preside ncy in 1800 
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President Jeffers on's membership in the 
Un ited Sta tes Military Philosophical Society 

cl 

It would be generations before any President coulc 
avoid unfavorable co mparison with Washington 

CONTRAST AND CONTINUITY 
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Jefferson's sketch for a 
chimney design 



JEFFERSON,ARCHITECT 
Early in life, Jefferson had taught himself 
all the skills of the professional architect, 
and he was "putting up and pulling down" 
at Monticello from his twenties to his very 
last years. He had planned from the begin
ning on a generous scale . Jefferson had 
learned from Palladian villa plans the idea 
of combining a small country house and its 
dependent buildings into a formal unit. 
Like Palladio 's ideal client, Jefferson wanted c 

a humanist retreat-noble but not ceremo
nious-and at the same time a working 
agricultural complex. 

He came home from Europe with a taste for 
more solidly monumental buildings. In his 
brief years of retirement from the Secre
taryship of State, he set about doubling the 
depth of the house; with the help ofJames 
Dinsmore, "a house joiner of the first order" 
whom he had found in Philadelphia, he 
built an octagonal dome, and added the 
outward -facing portico. 

In his years of retirement, Jefferson began 
and carried through the most eloquent of 
his building projects - the University of 
Virginia. He was its archit ect at every level: 
he chose its site, supplied its bricks and saw 
to its construc tion; he was responsible for 
its library , its curriculum, and its choice of 
professors. 

In the layout of the campus he fixed an 
ideal of education that had been maturing 
all through his career. He separated out the 
functions of the University into distinct 
buildings, connected by covered walks. The 
long quadrangle , closed on three sides , is 
on a scale appropriate to Jefferson's sense 
of the independent dignity of the institution 
within the community it served . The library 
on its axis - a half-scale Pantheon - has the 
authority Jefferson assigned to the scholarly 
disciplines themselves: to the rules of sound 
knowledge and the records of experience. 
And the separate faculty buildings are sma ll 
enough for directness. Jefferson wanted his 
University to offer knowledge whose direct 
value its students could recognize-as 
neighbors, as men of business and reflection, 
as citizens and potential statesmen. 

CONTRAST AND CONTINUITY 



JEFFERSON 
IN RETIREMENT 
In Jefferson's last seventeen years, the 
demands on his time were extraordinary. 
Monticello was constantly full of young 
people-his own twelve grandchildren, and 
usually a few young men with a future in 
public life, for whom Monticello was a kind 
of one-man university: "they have the use 
of my library and counsel, and make a part 
of my society:' 

He was glad to be free , as a private citizen, 
to pursue wh at he cared about most: "My 
mornings are devoted to correspondence. 
From breakfast to dinner, I am in my shops, 
my garden, or on horseback among my 
farms; from dinner to dark, I give to society 
and friends; and from candle light to early 
bed-time, I read. My health is perfect; and 
my strength considerably reinforced by the 
activity of the course I pursue'.' 

But he had not escaped completely: "I do 
not know how far you may suffer, as I do, 
under the persecution of letters , of which 
every mail brings a fresh load . They are 
letters of inquiry , for the most part, always 
of goodwill, sometimes from friends whom 
I esteem, but much oftener from persons 
whose names are unknown to me, but 
written kindly and civilly, and to which, 
therefore, civility requires answers ... in a 
single year ... I found the number to be 
1267, many of them requiring answers of 
elaborate research, and all to be answered 
with due attention .... Take an average of 
this number for a week or a day .... Is this 
life? At best it is but the life of a mill-horse .... 
To such a life that of a cabbage is paradise'.' 

He was never free of the struggle to clear 
his estates of debt. The Monticello gate was 
always open - to old friends, and to a horde 
of strangers, more or less distinguished, who 
wanted to meet and talk with the sage or 
with the historic statesman. Hospitality, a 
security to a friend who failed, constant 
rebuilding, and family responsibilities car
ried him so far into debt that he was on the 
verge of selling part of his land , including 
Monticello, by lottery; but public subscrip
tions rescued the property for his lifetime. 
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Jefferson 's polygraph, which 
copied as he wrote, was one of ~ 
his most valued devices ----

.. a Virginia estate 
managed rigorously well 
yields comfortable 
subsistence to its owner 
living on it, but nothing 
more. But it runs him in 
debt annually if at a 
distance from him . if he 
is unskillful as I am , if short 
crops reduce him to deal 
on credit. 

- from a letter to 
James Monro e, 
February 22, 1826 
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Jefferson's sketch for his 
own tomb 
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Print celebrating La Fayette's return to the 
Unit ed States in 1824 
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THREE DOCUMENTS 
Three spectacular documents still stand as touchstones for the definition 

of the United States of America. 

The Declaration of Independence was the work of Thomas Jefferson, in 
his early thirties-with some help from Franklin and John Adams, and 
some editing from the Continental Congress at large. 

The Federal Constitution was hammered out eleven years later, under the 
venerable Franklin's watchful eye; i~s chief artificer was Jefferson's close 
friend and colleague James Madison. 

And it was Madison, urged on by Jefferson from France, who prepared 
the first ten constitutional amendments-the Bill of Rights. 

The documents themselves reflect the developing character of a nation 
newly founded by deliberate choice. First an exalted, single-minded appeal 

to the highest principles; then a complex working project, an attempt to 
hold a balance among conflicting demands; and then a reassertion of 
specific rights, grounded in principle, admitting no compromise. 

The documents are acts as well as words; they make a bridge between the 
cosmopolitan political theory of the Enlightenment and its American prac
tice. The audacity of their phrases is still poignant; the "experiment 
intrusted to the hands of the American people" is still open. 



b 

d 

Steps Leading Up to a Revolution 

In the middle years of the eighteenth 
century-as Jefferson was growing up, 
and while Franklin was working in London
relati ons between Britain and the colonies 
became steadily more problematic. Each 
side reproached the other , in terms of the 
oblig ations between parent and child. 
America looked to Britain for nurture and 
protection ; Britain expected obedience
and revenue-in return. If each increasingly 
resented the other 's expectations, it was 
because the colonies were indeed growing 
up. Both Franklin and Jefferson hoped that 
a transition could be made to a fair and 
friendly partnership. But Britain failed to 
to recognize that eventually , in the nature 
of things, America would have to be treated 
as an adult. 

By the third quarter of the eighteenth 
century, population in the colonies was 
doubling every 25 years; settlements were 
pressing into the wide expanse of the con
tinent in violation of the Proclamation Line 
of 17 63 ; and the colonists , growing in skills, 

In 1792 the colonists were willing to celebrate Geo rge Ill. William Pitt 
and General Wolfe as their own heroes 

An engraving by Revere celeb rating the repea l of the Stamp Act 

Brita in sh ould not too 
much res train manufa c
tures in her colon ies. A 
wise and good mo th er will 
not do it. To distress is to 
wea ken, and weake nin g 
the chil dren weake ns the 
whole fam ily. 

- Benjamin Frank lin, 1751 

Shoul d the Co lon ies, with 
base ingratitude , att empt 
to th ro«1 off all depe nd
ence on the moth er cou n
try, they wo uld put 
them selves in the situa tion 
of a silly girl, wh o leaves 
the guidance an d protec 
tion of a wise and aff ec
tionate pare nt , and 
wand ering away exposes 
herself to ru in by th e art 
f u l insinuat ions of every 
wicked and des igning 
stranger. 

- Franc is Hopkinson, 1766 

Th e day of ind epende n t 
manh ood is at han d- we 
feel our streng th ; and with 
a filial grateful sense of 
proper obedience, wo uld 
wish to be esteem ed the 
friend as we ll as the child 
of Britain . 

- James Wells, 1774 

. like mad paren ts, we .. 
have ... at the v ery time 
when our aut h ority should 
have bee n m ost relaxe d . 
exe rcised it with the 
grea test rigor. No wo nd er 
then , that th ey have 
turned upo n us; and 
ob liged us to rem emb er, 
that th ey are not ch ildren . 

- Rich ard Price, 1776 

Every day wears out the 
little remains of kin dred 
betwe en us and them .. 

- Tom Paine, 1776 

I still call them our Co lo
nies . . Th ey are ours by 
Birth , by Nu tr ition, Tui
tion , Su ppo rt an d Pro tec
tion' With all the se 
undeni ab le Titl es on our 
Side, we neve r dream t of 
more than grateful Return s 
of Dut y, Aff ection , Fidelity, 
and m oderate S up port 
within the Limit s of their 
Power, f or their and our 
m utu al Benefit , Safety and 
perm anen t Tranqu ility! 

- James Stewart , 1776 

wealth, and sophistication, saw less and less 
reason why a distant power should restrict 
their trade and industry. 

But a succession of British ministers sought 
to bind the colonies tighter; colonial trade 
was even more regulated, more revenue was 
demanded, further territorial growth on the 
frontier was forbidden, and manufactures 
were severely limited. These restrictions 
were met by open protests and growing 
accusations that the mother country had 
become corrupt and meant to make her 
"children" slaves. 

Desperately, Tories in the colonies and 
Whigs in Great Britain tried to avoid a 
breakdown. But their solutions, which 
promised the colonies only a gentler domi
nation, could not head off the crisis. 

By 177 4 Lord North's ministry was deter
mined to have obedience , and America was 
on the edge of commitment to rebellion. 

Th e British rook New York City in 1776 



The Declaration of Independence 

The First Continental Congress- "one third 
Tories, another Whigs and the rest mongrels;' 
according to John Adams-made no deci
sive response to British disciplinary mea
sures. The delegates agreed to boycott 
trade with Great Britain, and sent a formal 
petition of grievances to the King. Jefferson's 
argument in A Summary View of the Rights 
of British America, that the colonies should 
have equal status with Great Britain under 
the King, was still too forward for the 

. !, 
maJonty. 

By the time the Second Continental Con
gress met in May, 177 5, the shots fired at 
Lexington and Concord made a final break 
almost inevitable. Now Congress moved 
steadily toward placing the colonies on a 
war footing. Steps were taken to raise and 
equip an army, and Washington was 
appointed Commander in Chief. Thomas 
Paine 's Common Sense set out the argu
ments for separation with a passionate sense 
of consequences: "We have it in our power 
to begin the world over again .... Tis not 
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The u,ar is actually 
begun . ... Our brethren are 
already in the fie/di Why 
stand we here idle? Is life 
so dear, or peace so sweet, 
as to be purchased at the 
price of chains and slavery? 
Forbid it, Almighty God! 
I know not what course 
others may take; but as 
for me, give me liberty , or 
give me death. 

- Patrick Henr y at the 

the concern of a day, a year, or an age; pos
terity are virtually involved in the contest 
and will be more or less affected even to ;he 
end of time, by the proceedings now. Now 
is the seed-time of continental union, faith 
and honor." 

The men who voted for Independence 
responded to Paine's statement of their 
obligations: they committed themselves to 
take care that their proceedings should 
earn the respect of the world and of poster
ity. The Declaration of Independence 
appealed to political principle - the doc
trines of natural right and social contract
but also to common human feeling. Jefferson 
wrote in his original draft: " ... manly spirit 
bids us to renounce forever these unfeeling 
brethren. We must endeavor to forget our 
former love for them .... We might have 
been a free and a great people together .... " 
The final document, even without those 
words, has all the vehemence of youth 
mustering its resources to reject authority
resolute, but not at all secure, about its 
ability to manage alone. 

Inside Independence Hall 

Congress declares Independence, 1776 
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I am well aware of the toi 
and blood, and treasure 
that it will cost us to mais 
tain rhis declaration and 
support and clefencl theS< 
states. Yet. I can see tha 
the end is more than wor t 
all the means , and that 
posterity will triumph in 
that clay's transaction, eve 
although we should rue it 
which I trust in God we 
shall not 

- John Adams to Abigail 

The desk on which Jefferson wrote the Declaration ofindependenct 



Jefferson wrote that in drafting the Declara
tion, "my aim was not to find out new 
principles, or new arguments ... but to place 
before mankind the common sense of the 
subject, in terms so plain and firm as to 
command their assent, and to justify our
selves in the independent stand we are 
compelled to take . ... It was intended to be 
an expression of the American mind, and to 
give that exp ression the proper tone and 
spirit called for by the occasion'.' 

The "tone and spirit " of the Declaration 
have nev er lost their immediacy. "We hold 
these truths to be self-evident, that all men 
are created equal, that they are endowed by 
their Creator with certain unalienable 
Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty 
and the pursuit of Happiness. - That to 
secure these rights, Governments are insti
tuted among Men .... -That whenever any 
Form of Government becomes destructive 
of these ends, it is the Right of the People 
to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new 
Government , laying its foundation on such 
principles and organizing its powers in such 

Independence Hall 

form , as to them shall seem most likely to 
effect their Safety and Happiness'.' 

John Locke's trinity of natural rights
which by 1776 were part and parcel of "the 
common sense of the subject" -were life, 
liberty and security of property. In a country 
where abundance of land gave practically 
every family the opportunity to own prop
erty, Jefferson chose to give priority to "the 
pursuit of Happiness'.'Jefferson and Franklin , 
as men of the Enlightenment , believed 
above all that the on ly test for human 
responsibilities was "the happiness of asso
ciated man'. ' The right to the pursuit of 
happiness was the right to act responsibly; 
the obligation of government was to main
tain an open situat ion where different 
interests could come to terms. 

THREE DOCUMENTS 

Gr eat mistakes in the 
ruling part, many wrong 
and inconvenient Laws .. 
will be born by th e People, 
without mutiny or mur
mur. But if a long train of 
A buses, Prevarications, 
and Arrifices, all tending 
the same way, make the 
design visible to the 
People ... 'tis not to be 
wonder'd that they 
should ... endeavor to put 
the rule int o such hands, 
which may secure to them 
the ends for which Gov
ernment tuas. erected. 

- John Locke 

E 



Thirteen States in Uneasy Harness 

The Declaration of Independence had 
asserted the freedom of the "united states"; 
now a war had to be fought to enforce it. 
During the war the thirteen states, united 
on an ad hoc basis by the Continental 
Congress , formed their own militias and 
committees of safety, and sent what money 
they could for the support of the Conti
nental Army. But congressional requisitions 
for men and money often went unfilled; the 
soldiers were paid in inflated paper cur 
rency when they were paid at all. 

The Articles of Confederation, which 
defined the powers of the central govern
ment , were not approved until 1781. 
Maryland refused her assent until Virginia 
agreed to cede her immense western lands 
to the national gov ernment. And the 
Articl es, even when approved, did not give 
the central government any real authority; 
it had no executive nor judicial branches. 
The Congress could declare war and make 
treaties, borrow money and issue bills of 
credit, raise an army and control Indian 
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T here is something .. 
di m in utive an d contempt
ible in the prospect of a 
number of pet ty states, 
wit h the appearance only 
of un ion, jarring, jealous 
and perverse, w ithou t any 
determined direction , 
fl uctuating and un happy 
at hom e, weak and insig
nifican t in th e eyes of 
other nations. 

- Hami lton , I 782 

affairs, but the crucial powers to tax and 
regulate commerce were reserved to the states. 

While the central government faltered from 
its lack of authority, the sovereign states 
were thriving on their autonomy. They 
adopted new constitutions, usually with 
bills of rights. The popular assemblies 
became the dominant branch of govern
ment. And in the first fervor of revolution
ary sentiment, the northern states either 
freed slaves outright or provided for their 
gradual emancipation. 

The end of the war revealed even more 
clearly the weaknesses of the Confederation. 
The soldiers of the Pennsylvania line 
marched on the Congress meeting in 
Philadelphia, demanding payment; and the 
Congress was forced to retire ignominiously 
to Princeton. The Paris peace treaty lay on 
the table unratified for two months because 
Congress had no quorum. The Confedera
tion's most positive domestic measures 
were the Land Ordinance of 1785 and the 
Northwest Ordinance, which established 
national policy on western lands. 
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Continenta l currency 
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Th e members of Con gre, 
are no longer , in general, 
men of talents. . Besides 
the state governments an 
the fore ign m issions 
absorb the finest clwrac
ters of the Un ion. 

-G. K . von Hogendorp, I 

I do not conceive we can 
exist long as a na tion wi th 
ou t hav ing lodged some
wh ere a power wh ich will 
pervade the whole Union 
in as ene rget ic a manner, 
as the aut h or ity of the 
S tate G overnments 
extends over th e several 
St a tes. 

- Geo rge Wash ington, 17t 
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The Constitution 

In early 1787, Congress, prompted by 
Hamilton and Madison, called a special 
convention to revise the Articles of Confed
eration. The men who rode toward Phila
delphia were profoundly concerned for the 
state of the country - the mounting national 
debt and Congress 's failure to pay even the 
interest on it ; the "level ing tendencies" of 
the state legislatures; civil uprisings like 
Shays's Rebellion; the powerlessn ess of 
Congress to protect against new foreign 
aggression, or even to gather a qu orum to 
carry out any business. And above all they 
feared the breakdown of the republican 
union itself; the possibility of an army take
over threatened on the one hand, and a 
split into two or three confederacies on the 
other. 

These men , almost without exception 
lawyers, merchants and planters, brought 
with them a scrupulously republican 
philos ophy , a spirit of compromise , and a 
practical sense that their work must be 
acceptab le to the people. Jefferson in France 

Exp er ienc e must be our 
guide . R eason ma y 
mislead 11s. 

- John Dickinson 

Many of th e younger class , 
particularly th e students of 
law and th e you th of for

tune and pleasure , are 
crying out for a monarchy 
and a stan d ing army to 
support it. 

- Mercy Otis Warren, 1787 

Some of our en light ened 
men wh o begin to despai r 
of a more complete union 
of the Stat es in C ongress 
ha ve sec retly proposed an 
Eastern, Mi dd le, and 
Southern Confe deracy, to 
be united by an alliance, 
offensive and defensive . 

- Benjamin Rush, 1786 
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would call them "an assembly of demigods"; 
an d to Madison the gathering was "the best 
contribut ion of talents the states cou ld make 
for the occasion'.' Washington lent his august 
presence to the proceedings; he was elected 
president of the Convention at the first 
session. Franklin was there, "a spectacle of 
transcendent benevolence'.' Madison, 
archit ect of the "Virginia Plan" which 
became the basis of discussion, took detailed 
notes of the secret proceedings. And nearly 
all the rest of the delegates brought a 
decade's experience in public life in the 
states or in the Continental Congress. 

Th e delegates began by agree ing that "a 
national government ought to be established 
consisting of a supreme Legislative, 
Judici ary, and Executive '.' It remained for 
the Convention to adj ust the balance among 
these branches of government, so that each 
wou ld check the power of the others. 

The issue which thr eatened to break up the 
Convention ear ly was the con flict between 
the large and small states. Franklin was the 
head of the committee which worked out 

Madison Jay 

"Minerva dictating the Constitution to young Ameri ca" 

The room in Independence Hall where the 
Co nscirutio nal Convention was he ld 
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Some of th e most we ll
know n revo lutionary 
leade rs were absent : 
Th omas Paine was in 
Europe-where liberty is 
not; Sam Adams and John 
Hanco ck staye d in Mas
sachu setts; and Patri ck 
Henr y wou ld lead the 
oppos ition to the Con
stitution in Virgin ia. 

Wh erever the real power 
in a governme nt lies, 
there is the clanger of 
oppress ion. In our govern
ment the real power lies 
in th e majority of the 
co mmunit y. 

- James Madison 

Hamilton 



the "Great Compromise"; the states would 
have proportional representation in the 
Hous e of Representatives and equal 
representation in the Senate. 

Slavery, although it was the subject of 
heated words among the delegates , was not 
allowed to divide the Convention . The 
northerners, in exchange for federal regula
tion of commerce, agreed to a fugitive slave 
clause an d the continuation of slave impor
tation for at least twenty years. 

The most crucial debate of the Convention 
centered on the rights of independent and 
sovereign states under a federal government. 
The delegates had chosen to meet behind 
closed doors chiefly because of this issue; 
they knew that most of their electors were 
still very unwilling to assign any real power 
to a central executive. Among themselves , 
without external pressures, they came to 
terms fairly readily: the power to tax was 
reallocated, allowing the federal government 
to pay the national debt and to raise and 
equip an adequate army. The states were 
forbidden to issue paper money or to pass 
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The revolt from Great 
Britain and the formations 
of our new govem11lents 
at that rime , were nothing 
compared ro th e great 
business now before us; 
th ere was then a certain 
degree of enthusiasm, 
whic h inspired and sup 
por ted the mind ; bu t ro 
view, through the calm, 
sedate medium of reason 
the infl uence which the 
estab lishment now pro
posed mav ha<>e 11;,on the 
happine ss or misery of 
millions ye t unborn , is an 
object of such magnitude , 
as absorbs , and in a man
ner suspends the opera
tions of the human 
understandin g. 

-G eorge Mason. 1787 

The voting record of the Convention 

laws impairing the obligations of contract. 
A simple majority of either house would 
constitute a quorum , and the approval of 
only three-fourths of the states was neces
sary to amend the Constitution. 

On September 17, 1787, after months of 
debate, and Franklin's famous appeal for 
compromise and unanimity, the final draft, 
revised by Gouverneur Morris, was 
approved. No member of the Convention 
was completely satisfied , but the compro
mises each had made gave the Constitution 
the strength and flexibility to survive and 
by reinterpretation to mee t new problems . 
It was not a perfect design for an infallible 
mechanism; it was a working framework, 
with safeguards against tyranny on the one 
hand, and disintegrati on on the other. 

We the people of the 
United Sta tes, in order to 
form a more perfect 
Union, establish justice, 
insure domestic tranquilit: 
provide for the common 
defense, promote the 
general welfare , and secur 
the blessings of liberty ro 
ourselves and our poster
ity, do ordain and estab lisl 
this Constitution for the 
United States of America 

- Preamble to the 
Const itution 

At the close of the Convemio1 
Franklin said that he was 
persuaded that the symbo l 
on Washi ngton's chair was 
a rising, not a setting sun 
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The Bill of Rights 

The debates in the Convention, among 
men who agreed on essentials, had been 
secret; the ratification debates were 
conducted in the open -on street corners 
and in taverns, in newspaper articles and 
town meetings, and in the popularly elected 
state conventions. The framers were now up 
against people profoundly hostile to their 
goals, and the battles reached monumental 
proportions. Madison faced the prodigious 
oratory of Patrick Henry , and won; Hamilton, 
Madison and Jay combined forces in New 
York and produced The Federalist Papers, 
calm and reasoned arguments for the 
Constitution, which were a substantial ele
ment in the acceptance of the new govern
ment. With New York and Virginia in, the 
union was securely established. 

By the time the first Congress under the 
Constitution met in 1789, nine states had 
submitted recommendations for a bill of 
rights. Madison argued that the individual 
was safer if his rights were not spelled out 
and hence limited - in the Federal Cons ti tu-

Pediment of the Unit ed States Capitol Buildin g 
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My own opinion has 
always been in favor of a 
bill of rights ... . At the 
same time l have neve r 
thought the om ission a 
material defect .. because 
there is great reason to 
fear that positive declara
tion of some of the most 
essential rights could not 
be obtaine d in the requ isite 
latitude. 

- James Madison 

Fede ral Hall. New York. 
where the Bill of Rights was 
pre sented in l 789 

tion. Jefferson, in France during the 
Convention, disagreed: "A bill of rights is 
what the people are entitled to against every 
government on earth . . . and what no gov
ernment should refuse , or rest on inferences'.' 
At the first meeting of the new Congress, 
Madison presented a list of amendments; 
ten of these , after ratif ication by the states, 
became the Bill of Rights. Eight dealt spe 
cifically with the protection of the citizen 
against certain kinds of government inter
ference; one protected the right of the states 
to maintain their militias; and the last , the 
tenth amendment, met again the crucial 
question at the Convention - the rights of 
the states in a federal structure. 

The Bill of Rights, by testing the mechanism 
for orderly amendments, established what 
was essentia l to the whole experiment: that 
the Constitution could have supreme auth
ority without being perfect or unchangeable. 

Th e powers not delegated 
to the Un ited States by 
the Constitution , nor 
prohibited by it to the 
States, are reserved to the 
States respectively, or to 
the people. 

- Tenth Amendment 

Pohick Church. Virginia 

THREE DOCUMENTS 
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JEFFERSON 
AND THE 

WEST 
Jefferson, the son of a frontier mapmaker, was fascinated by the western 

wilderness, its unspoiled fertility and the societies that populated it. 

The public lands were more than doubled, in Jefferson's Presidency, by 

the Louisiana Purchase. They were a capital resource for the Federal gov

ernment, an option of personal independence for every citizen, and an 

essential condition for Jefferson's ideal of political freedom. 

Jefferson's great architectural legacy is his search for fair constraints on the 

use of the land-for ground rules that would hinder exploitation, and 

protect an expanding society of responsible freeholders. 

When he died, 50 years after Independence was declared, the expansion 

and the individualism that were part of the Jeffersonian vision had brought 

America to the edge of a new wilderness-a new complexity of commerce 

and production, that would alter the conditions of the American experi

ment almost beyond recognition. 





Westward Expansion 

As a farmer, and as a contemporary of 
Ad am Smith and Thomas Malthus, 
Jefferson accepted the expansion of 
settlement , in answer to the land 's natural 
abundance , as natural and good . It was an 
alm ost unquestioned premise : multiplica
tion was an index of well-being. He could 
recommend the Indian nations to turn 
from hunting to agriculture, because with 
more efficient land use, they would prosper 
and multiply. 

It followed that the federation of American 
states should be planned from the beginning 
as a structure that could grow westwards 
without degeneration . Specific to Jefferson 
was his architectural commitment to the 
search for legislative structures to 
accompany the westward growth of the 
states - to slow down the inevitable 
development of inequity , dependence and 
conflict . He hoped, by planning for the 
special circumst ances of America, to protect, 
for as long as possible, the character of a 
society not yet turned in upon itself. 

Ame rican Indian artifacts 
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Young as we are and w ith 
such a country before us 
to f ill w ith peop le and 
w ith happiness , we should 
point in th at d irection the 
wh ole generative force of 
nature, wasting none of it 
in effo rts of mu tual 
des truction. 

- Th omas Jefferson, 1785 

Th e want s which neces
sarily accompany the cul
tivation of a wilderness 
produced among them 
[the early colonists ] a 
state of socie ty, wh ich 
count ries long harassed by 
th e quarr els and in trigues 
of gove rn ments, had 
neg lec ted to cherish. In 
such a situacion man 

becomes '" h at he oug h t. 
H e sees h is species, not 
w ith th e inh uman idea of 
a natural enemy, but as 
kindred. 

- Tom Paine 

At the same time , he was lastingly enamored 
of the terrain where his constraining 
structures were not yet ne eded. The wilder
ness held for him the promise of a 
continuing new beginning to the American 
experiment, and he was fascinated by it in 
its untouched state. The Indians beyond the 
frontier held his imagination, because they 
had maintained themselves without ever 
winning the struggle with the land; the rigor 
of their lives kept their groups small and 
their governments simple. 

So there is a painful tension in President 
Jefferson's view of the Indians' own best 
interests , taking the momentum of white 
expansion as a given. His invit ations to 
them to share in the benefits of civilization 
have a tone of uneasy paternalism; they 
would unmake just those aspects of Indian 
society that spoke to him most deeply. He 
could not oppose the gradual shifting of the 
treaty line ; he could only try to eliminate 
violence and sharp practice . 

We can no longer say th er 
is noth ing new under the 
su n. Thi s '"ho le chap ter ir 
the history of man is new. 
Th e great extent of our 
rep u bl ic is new Its sparse 
hab itati on is new . 

- Jefferson, 180 1 

I bel ieve scarcely any thi ni 
sh ort of a C hi nese Wall, o 
a line of Troops w ill restr, 
Land Jobbers , and the 
lncro achm en t of Se ttlers, 
upon Ind ian Territory. 

-Was hington, 1796 

.. we w ill. . estab lish a 
bou ndary line between 
them and us beyond wh i, 
we w ill en deavo r to restrc 
our peop le from Hunt ing 
and Set tling .. 

- Washington, 1783 

Ind ian peace medal issued by President Jefferson in 180!. 
As Secretary of State, Jefferson had insisted "that the 
Indians had the full, undiv ided and indepe nden t sover
e ignty as lo ng as they chose co keep it ; and that this might 

be fo rever." In Jefferson's pres idency, the gove rnment was 

under pressu re to speed up the purchase of India n lands; 
b ut unt il Andre w Jackson's Ind ian Removal Act of 1830, 
forci ble dis possess ion was a breac h of federal law 

Ind ian silhouet tes by T itian Peale 



The process of surveying and mapmaking, 
extending a planned structure into the 
unknown , was familiar to Jefferson since 
boyhood. For the survey and sale of western 
lands , he proposed an uncompromising, 
infinitely repeatable grid with units called 
"hundreds:' each divided into 100 lots. The 
Land Ordinance of 1785 began to imple
ment the grid system which would shape 
the landscape of the Middle West . 

Jefferson consistently favored the small 
holder over the speculator; in 1776, he had 
resisted the suggestion that Virginia should 
transfer to the Confederation her claims 
to the wilderness between the Ohio and the 
Mississippi , chiefly because he feared that 
an explosion of land speculation would 
result. But by 1784 he had to give priority 
to the desperate need for continental 
resources; Virginia's lands were finally 
ceded to Congress. This gave Jefferson an 
opportunity to try to pin down national 
policy on some fundamental points: in the 
same year, he submitted an ordinance 
which defined structures of self-government 

So vast is the territory of 
North Am erica that it will 
req uire many ages to 
set tle it fu lly . .. . No man 
con tinue s long a labourer 
f or others. bu t gets a 
p lantation of his ow n. No 
man continues long a 
journeyman to a trade. 
but goes among th ose new 
set tlers and sets up for 
him self 

- Benjamin Franklin, 
Obs erva tions Concern~ 
ing the Increase of 
Mankind, 1751 

for the western territories, and provided for 
the abolition of slavery in all new states 
from 1800. The anti-slavery clause was 
rejected by a single vote. The Northwest 
Ordinance, passed by Congress while 
Jefferson was overseas, did ban slavery, but 
only north of the Ohio; it was not enough 
to steer the Union away from the progressive 
separation of interests that would end in 
Civil War. 

Jefferson had many reasons to be discon
certed and discouraged by the course of 
legislation for the West between 1776 and 
his return from France in 1787. His election 
to the Presidency in 1800 was partly a 
reflection of the growing western vote; his 
first term would bring the opportunity for a 
new start on a spectacular new scale. 

The vo ice of a single 
individua l ... wou ld have 
prev ente d this abom 
inable cr ime from 
spreading itself over the 
new cou ntry. Th us we see 
the fate of millions unb orn 
hanging on the tongue of 
one man , and Heaven 
was silen t in that awful 
mom ent! 

- Jefferson 

Jefferson' s scheme divided the western territory into 
fou rteen future states 
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Louisiana Purchase 

The greatest coup of Jefferson's Presidency 
was the purchase of the Louisiana territory 
from France. Western farmers and traders, 
dependent on port facilities in New Orleans 
for the transport of their goods to market, 
clamored for relief when the port was closed 
to American traffic in 1802. France had 
secretly owned the territory since 1800, and 
Jefferson feared Napoleon 's imperial ambi
tions. He determined to secure New Orleans 
and maintain the loyalty of the West to the 
United States. Napoleon, who needed 
money for war with England, offered the 
entire Louisiana territory for outright sale. 
The outcome was a doubling of the national 
domain . 

Jefferson knew the Constitution had no pro
visions for dealing with lands acquired from 
foreign powers: "There is a difficulty in this 
acquisition which presents a handle to the 
malcontents among us, though they have 
not yet discovered it. Our confederation is 
certainly confined to the limits established 
by the revolution. The general government 

Th ere is on the globe one 

single spo t, the possessor 
of which is our natu ral 
an d habitu al enem y. It is 
New O rleans, thr ough 
which the pro du ce of 
three-e ighth s of ou r 
territory m ust pass to 

m arket .. 

- Jeffe rson. 1802 

has no powers but such as the constitution 
has given it; and it has not given it a power 
of holding foreign territory, and still less of 
incorporating it into the Union. An amend
ment of the Constitution seems necessary 
for this."But this was one Federal usurpation 
of power which none of the states objected 
to. The purchase was almost universally 
popular, and Jefferson agreed to Congres
sional legislation for the territory. 

"The best use we can make of the country 
for some time, will be to give establishments 
in it to the Indians on the east side of the 
Mississippi, in exchange for their present 
country, and open land offices in the last , 
and thus make this acquisition the means of 
filling up the eastern side, instead of drawing 
off its population. When we shall be full on 
this side, we may lay off a range of States on 
the western bank from the head to the 
mouth, and so, range after range, advancing 
compactly as we multiply." 

I wo uld rath er agree wit 
the Sp an iards to buy at 
great pr ice the who le of 
th eir right on th e M issis 
sipp i than sell a dro p of 
waters. A neigh bor m igl 
as we ll ask m e to sell m: 
street door. 

- Franklin, 1784 

Bernardo de Galvez , Spanis 
Governor of Louisiana. whc 
military campaigns against t 

British during the American 

War for Independence help( 
the Americans and strength 
ened Spa in 's claims to 
Louisiana and th e Floridas 

Napoleon's offer of the 
Lou isiana Terr itory came afo 
Toussa int L'Ouv erture's 
troops defea ted the French 
army in H aiti 
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The Expedition of Lewis and Clark 

Twenty years before he knew of the possi
bility of the Louisiana Purchase, Jefferson 
had begun planning an expedition across 
the far West. In 1801 he made Captain 
Meriwether Lewis , a frontier army officer 
and a family friend , his private secretary, 
and for two years the men went over plans 
for the expedition. In January , 1803, the 
President asked Congress , in a secret 
message, for financing; his stated reason was 
to compete with the British in the western 
fur trade by finding a river route between 
St. Louis and the Pacific. He hoped that 
"a single day's portage" might connect the 
headwaters of the Missouri and the 
Columbia. In asking the Spanish for per
mission to cross Louisiana, he emphasized 
the scientific purposes of the expedition; 
he left unspoken his desire to increase the 
legitimacy of the United States' claim to the 
entire continent . 

Lewis chose his old friend and commanding 
officer William Clark to help him. By the 
time Lewis and Clark were ready to embark, 

Th e Lewis and Cla rk trail 

The object of your mission 
is to explore the Missouri 
river, and such principal 
stream of it, as, by its 
course and comm unica~ 
tion with the waters of the 
Pacific Ocean . . may offer 
the most direct and practi
cable water commun ica
tion acros s this cont inent 
for the purp oses of 
com mer ce. 

- Jefferson 

A scene alo ng the Lewis and 
Clar k trail , painted by 
George Carlin 
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Clark Lewis 

Clark's field noteb oo k 

Bird and fish sketches from the Lewis and Clark jou rnals Th e elk-skin cover for Clark's field noteb 
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news of the Louisiana Purchase Treaty 
arrived in the United States, and they 
would depart knowing that the territory 
they crossed belonged to the United States 
as far as the Rocky Mountains . 

On May 21, 1804, the party of 45 men and 
a dog started up the Missouri River from 
St . Louis in three boats. When they returned 
more than two years and 7000 miles later, 
they had crossed the Rockies twice; camped 
for a winter at the mouth of the Columbia 
on the wet Oreg on coast; mapped the 
Missouri River, the Rocky Mountains, and 
the Columbia River country; collected 
linguistic, botanic al, zoological, geographical, 
an d commercial data ; and opened the 
upper Missouri to the fur trade out of the 
Northwest . 

They lost only one man on the trip, and 
acquired an incalculably helpful addition 
to their party, a young Shoshoni woman, 
Sacajawea, whose presence was unmistak
able proof to the Indians along the route 
that the expedition was not a war party. The 
leaders' tact , good faith, and regard and 

b 

A compa ss used on the expedition 

A map from the Lewis and Clark journal s 
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However our present 
interests may restrain us 
within our limits, it is 
impossible not to look for
ward to distant times , 
when our rapid multipli
cation will . . cover the 
whole north ern, if not the 
southern continent. 

- Jefferson, 1801 

Homed toad, collected by 
Lewis and Clark and drawn 
by C. W. Peale 

Seals on an Indian comm ission 
signed by Lewis and Clark 

liking for the Indian helped them maintain 
generally peaceful and often friendly 
relations with the Indian nations they 
encountered. The peace medals they 
carried, bearing Jefferson's portrait, were 
confirmations of many effective alliances. 

Although the exploration showed that the 
Missouri and Columbia rivers were 
separated, not by "a single day's portage;' 
but by 220 miles of the most difficult 

a mountain terrain, the expedition was in all 
other respects a thorough success. Returning 
after two years and four months, the 
explorers were met by the President him 
self, impatient to see the materials they had 
gathered. The specimens filled Peale's 
Museum in Philadelphia; the expedition set 
a precedent for national information-gath
ering project, and it brought home to the 
eastern cities some hint of the breathtaking 
scale of Jefferson's "empire for libertY:' 
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Capt. Lewi s is brave , 
prudent , habituat ed to t!

woods, and familiar with 
Indian manner s and cha, 
act er. He is not regularly 
educated , but he possess, 
a great mass of accurate 
observation on all the 
subjects of natur e wh ich 
present themselv es here , 
and will therefore readil) 
select only those in hi s ne 
route which shall be new 
He has qualified him self 
for tho se observations of 
longitude and latitude 
necessary to fix the point 
of the line he will go ave : 

-Jeffe rson 

Shahaka. a Mandan Indi an 
chief who accomp anied the 
Lewis and Clark party on its 
re turn to the East. President 
Jefferson received him in 
Washington as a guest of 
honor at a dinner in 1807 

Botanical specimens collected by Lewis and Clark 

Opposite: 
A Crow Indian buffalo hie 
medicine shield which 
belonged to Chief Arapoo 
at the time of the Lewis an 
Clark expedition 





Epilogue 

By 1813, Dr. Benjamin Rush had brought 
about a reconciliation between Jefferson 
and John Adams; and for thirteen years they 
carried on a correspondence which brought 
them great pleasure, and left us an inval
uable record of an extraordinary friendship. 

They had been young radicals together, 
working to convince the hangers-back at the 
Second Continental Congress . Eleven years 
later, they had still agreed in their support 
for a Madisonian Federal Constitution. 
Then their differences had begun to sep
arat.e them; they disagreed not so much 
about what was politically desirable, as 
about what was intolerable. Jefferson was 
intransigent about any undermining of 
popular freedoms; Adams was quicker to 
see the dangers of "sedition; ' and less sus
picious of the alliance between government 
and wealth . Through Washington 's admin
istration and Adams' own, they had been 
dedicated opponents; Jefferson's election in 
1800 had been hailed with banners: 
"John Adams no more!" 
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I perce ive plainl y en ough, 
Ru sh, that you have been 
teasing Jeff erson to write 
to me, as you d id me some 
tim e ago to write to him .. 

- J. Adams to Dr. Rush , 1811 

A le tter fr om you calls up 
recollections very dear to 
my m ind. It carries me 
back to the tim es when, 
beset with d ifficu lties and 
dan gers, we we re fello w 
laborers in the sam e cause, 
struggling f or whnt is m ost 
valua ble to man , his right 
of self-go v ernment. S till 
we d id not expect to be 
with out rub s and diffi 
culti es; and we have had 
th em .. 

- Jefferson to Ada ms, 
Janu ary 21, 18 12 

Now they reviewed the past , and surveyed 
the present, with the special clarity of old 
and well-matched adversaries . By their last 
years, they recognized that the nation was 
facing problems of a new order. 

America could no longer hope to keep 
isolated from the international upheavals 
that began with the Napoleonic Wars . And 
at home, the success of Jefferson's vision 
was beginning to unmake the very condi
tions he had hoped to preserve . 

Eventually, the citizenry would have to face 
the responsibilities of having spanned the 
continent and gained the upper hand over 
the wilderness . Already, boats and mills 
were working by steam power; canals were 
crossing the country; railroads would follow 
in the next decade. For the Jeffersonian 
American, the most immediate task had 
been to come to terms with the land. Now, 
more and more, the citizen would have to 
come to terms with his community and with 
its products . 

.. . Mrs. Ad ams adds her 
aff ectionat e regards, and a 
wish that distance d id not 
separate So uls conge nial. 

-Adams to Jefferson, 
Febr uary 2, 18 16 

I may refin e too mu ch. I 
may be an En th usiast. But 
I th ink a f ree Govern ment 
is necessarily a com pli
cated piece of Machin ery, 
the nice and exac t A djust
m ent of whose Spr ings 
Wh eels an d Weights are 
not ye t we ll comp rehend ea 
by th e Artis ts of the A ge 
and still less by th e Peop le 

- Adams to Jefferson, 
May 19, 182 1 
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You and I ought not to die , before we have explain ed ourselves to one anoth er. 

Nevert heless, according 
to the few ligh ts that 
rema in to us, we may say 
that the Eighteent h 
Century , notw ith stan ding 
all its Error and Vi ces has 
been, of all tha t are past, 
the most honorable to 
hu man Nature. 

- John Adams to T homas 
Jefferson. from Q uincy. 
Nove mber 13, 1815 

d 

Both Adams and Jefferson were invited to 
take part in the great jubilee celebrations on 
the fiftieth anniversary of Independence, 
July 4, 1826. But neither was strong enough 
to make the journey to Washington. On the 
night of the third , at Monticello, Jefferson 
knew that he was dying. "Is it the Fourth?" 
he asked; he exerted himself, and lived past 
midnight. The next morning, at Quincy, 
John Adams compos ed himself for death : 
"Thomas Jefferson still survives;' he said. 

I will not bel ieve that our 
labors are lost. I shall no t 
d ie without a hope that 
light and liberty are on 
steady advance . 

- Thomas Jefferson to John 
Adams, from Monticello, 
Septe mber 12. 182 1 
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12d, 16g, 19. 57a, 60, 65c, 
66b, 67a 

O ld North Church. Boston 
Old Slater Mill Museum, 

Pawtu cket . R.l. 
Old Stu rbridge Village, 

Stu rbridge , Ma.: 37c 
Penn sylvania Farm Museum, 

Lancaste r, Pa . 
Pennsylvania Historica l and Museum 

Commissio n, Harrisburg 
Pennsylvan ia Hos pital, 

Philadelphiac 15c. 35( 
Th e Pilgrim Society. 

Plymouth, Ma.: IJc 
Plimot h Plantation, Inc., 

Plymout h, Ma. 
Pop lar Forest. Va., 

Mr. and Mrs . James Watt s, Jr. 
Roc kefel ler University Library, 

N.Y., Ila 
The Philip H. and A.S.W. Rosenba ch 

Foundati on Museum, Philadelphia: 
110.h. i: He 

Smit hsonian Institution: 
Na tional Collec tion of Fine Ans: 

7Jf, 77a 

Nat ional Muse um of Histo ry and 
Technology, 12d; 18; lie ; 1&; 
J la ; 39a; 54a.b; 55a; 58b ; 59; 
62d; 64b ,c; 70b.c,e; 74b 

National Portrait Galler y: Sa; 65d 
Stratford Hall, Va., Robe rt E. Lee 

Memor ial Association. Inc. 
Tuckahoe, Va., 

Mr. and Mrs. WT Thompson, III 
United States Department of State: 

SJb,c; 65c 
Univ ers ity of Penns ylvania: 

Philadelphia : Ila ; 27d.e 

Un ive rsity of Virginia. 
Charlottesv ille: 56b,d.g,h: 
57b.c,d,c.f.g; 58g; 64d 

Virginia State Cap itol, Richmond 
Ge orge Washington Birthp lace 

National Monument. Wakefield , Va. 
Westover, Va., 

Mrs. Bruce Crane Fisher 
The White House: 28b 
Henry Francis Du Pont Winterthur 

Museum, Winterthur, De .: 12c, 64a 
Worcester Histor ical Society. 

Worces ter, Ma . 
Yale University, New Haven, Ct. · 

Art Ga lle ry: 44a 
Beineke Library: 49c 

For phowgraphs 
Amherst Co !!egc. Amherst. Ma.: 5b 
Ann S.K. Brown Militar y Collect ion , 

Brown University. Pro viden ce, 
R.L 10f 

Benjam in Franklin Collect ion, 
Sterl ing Memorial Librar y, 
Yale Un iversity: SOf 

Bowdoin College Museum of An. 
Bruns wick. Me. 

Chicago Historical Soc iety: 68 
William L. Clements Library, 

Unive rsity of Michigan . 
Ann Arbor : 71b 

Detroit Institute of Arts 
Th e G ranger Co llection , NY 
Lafo,ycnc Co llege, Easton. Pa .: 49a 
Museum of the City of New York 
Museum of Fine An s, Boston, Ma.: 

Sa. 6b. Ila 
New Jersey Histo rical Soc iety, 

Newa rk : 22b 
Peale Museum , Baltimore, Md 
Pennsyl vania Academy of the 

Fine Ans. Philadelphia: I Sb.(; 
19a; 15b 

Philadelphia Museum of Art 
Shelburne Museum, Inc .. 

She lburne, Vt. 
Smithsonian Institution: 

National Gallery of Art : 17a 
United States Embassy. Mexico 

C ity: 72a 
Vir ginia Museum of Fine Arts , 

Richmond 
Washington Un ivers ity Galler y of Art, 

St . Louis, Mo. 
Th e White House Historical 

Association { photog raphs by the 
Nationa l Geog raphi c Soc iety): 
16b; 54c 

Worcester An Museum, 
Worces ter. Ma. : Jlb 

In France 

Biblioth~que Nat ionale: 52d 
Conservatoire Natio nale des 

Ans et M~tiers: 12e,f 
MusCe de Blerancoun: 25c, 44b 
Mus~e Carn.waler: 20e 
MusCe du Louv re 

MusCC Nationale de Versailles: 
44c. 52c. 11a 

Museum National d 'Histoire 
Naturelle : 11 f. 49d 

In Poland 

National Milita ry Museum, Warsaw 
National Museum. Warsaw 
Pulas ki Museum, Warka : 2lb ,d 

In Grear Bricain 

T he British library: 14c 
Dean and Chap ter of Christ Church, 

Oxfo rd 
C ity Art Gallery, Bristol: 7c 
C ity Museum and Art Gallery, 

Birmingham 
Co!lect ion of the Marquess 

Townshend of Raynham 
Co lone l William Stirling of Keir 

Greater Lond on Council 
Print Collection 

Her Maje~ty the Queen 
Mill Hill School, London 
The National Gallery of Canada. 

Ottawa.Ontar io 
T he Natio nal Maritime Museum 
Th e Na tional Po rtrait Gallery: 7a 
T he National Trust, Attingham Parl 
The Public Reco rd Office: 16b 
The Roya l Society (photographs 

courtesy of the Amer ican 
Philosop hical Society); 50a 

Th e Royal Society 
Th e Royal Society of Arts 
Tl-:e Science Museum 

The Trustees of the British Museum 
8d.c (photographs courtesy of th , 
American Philos ophical Society); 
50a 

The Wedgwood Museum , Barlaston 

The exhibition is being shown al 
rhe following museums in 1976· 

Th e Metr opolita n Museum of Art. 
New York. 
Thomas P. F. Hoving, Director 

The An Inst itute of Ch icago, 
E. Laurence Chalmers, President 

Th e Los Angeles Cou nty 
Museum of Art. 
Kenne th Donahue. Dir ecto r 

The exhibition was shoum at 1he 
following museums in 1975· 
The Gran d Palais. Paris 

Reynold Arnould. C hief Curator 
Th e Natio nal Museum , Warsaw 

Stanis law Lorentz. Directo r 
The British Museum , London 

Sir John Pope Hennessy, Directo 

The Unired S1a1es fnfomuuion 
Agency nu:maged the exhib irion 
in Paris, Warsaw and London. 
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