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MR. HERMANN ROSSE is head of the Design De-
::ment of the Art Institute of Chicago. He is a native 

of Holland· and studied at Delft University; he is a B. A. of 
Leland Stanford Jr., and an Associate of the Royal College 
of Art, South Kensington. Among his best known works 
are the interior decoration of th~ Peace Palace at The Hague, 
and the Dutch section of the Panama Pacific International 
Exposition, San Francisco, besides a number of theater pro-
jects both in Europe and in the United States. 

CATALOGUE 
1. Setting -for a drama, depending on the spoken word for 

the creation of illusion. · The stage, built out in the 
auditorium, gives room on one sid'e to a small orchestra, 
on the other to the accompanying choir. There is an 
entrance on each side with a low balustrade wall; a con-
ventionalized tree painted on a large screen suggests the 
outdoor scene; a curtain in front of the screen is us~d 
for the indoor scene. 

2. Design for a concrete theatre. 

3. Temporary stage designed for use in the S:m Francisco 
Auditorium. The outside fireproof curtain has a square 
opening showing a second proscenium opening through 
which a half circular stage is visible, lighted by a reflex 
dome system. Both openings are provided with cur-
tains, enabling continuous action, while accessories are 
changed. 

4. Alternate design for temporary stage. In this case with 
expandable and contractable stage openings. The outer 
folded curtain can be drawn and lowered, the pylons 
moved sideways, and the overhead valance dropped at 
will. This special setting shows a row of curtain 
columns partly screening a panorama sky. 

5. Theatre for concerts and recitals. A proscenium occu-
pying the entire width of the building opens out from an 
apselike stage. This theatre could be used for opera by 
making a small change in the proscenium arrangement. 



6. Another stage for use with a minimum of scenery. The 
very large proscenium is almost like the orchestra of the 
Greek Theatre, but raised instead of sunk. Tlfere is a 
plaster horizon with dome at the back, separated by a 
curtain from the proscenium. The back stage is equip-
ped with curtains for changing the horizon. Huge fire-
doors are suggested here instead of the up and down 
fire curtains. · 

7. Experiment in Ciutains for Miller Graham's " Poppy 
Seed.'' 

8. Another all-curtain arraggementfor the same pantomime. 

9. Cu_rtain and flats arrangement for Maeterlinck' s "Seven 
Ptlncesses.'' 

10. Scene for a 'barbaric play. 

11. Scene for a barbaric play. 

12. Curtain arrangement for Galsworthy' s ''Little Dream.'' 

)3. All gold screen and curtain arrangement for a dancer. 

14. Screen and curtain arrangement for a Greek tragedy. 

15. Painted curtain fo·r Hauptmann's "War." 

16. Painted drop and fluor cloth arrangement for a harli-
quinade. 

17. Curtain arrangement for a play by Von Hofmansthal. 

18. Arrangements in flats and gauze for a studio scene. 

19. Design for open air theatre, Shakespearean production. 

20. Magic garden, setting designed for Orpheum Circuit. 

21. Working sketch for horizon curtain for Miller Graham's 
''Poppy Seed. ' ' 

22. La Serva padrone Pergolese, a movable stage. 

23. Painted tapestry setting for Milton's " Masque of 
Comus," third scene. 

24. Curtain and velarium arrangement for Milton's 
" Masque of Comus." 



25. Moving scenery for Bach's "Awakening of Spring." 

26. Cinderella. 

27. King Arthur an~ the Round Table. 
28. Concrete theatre with horizontally stretched prosce-

nium opening. 

29. Stage for opera. 

30. Stage for opera. 

31. Setting in flats for Maeterlinck' s "Seven Princesses." 

32. Prologue. 
33. Epilogue. 

34. Working sketch for horizon curtain for Milton's 
''Masque of Comus.'' , 

35. Working sketch for a drop curtain for same Ma.sque. , 

36. Working sketch for draw curtain for Miller Graham's 
"Poppy Seed." 

37. Third starveling: Andrey~v's "King Hunger." 
38. The Girl in-Black: Andreyev's "King Hunger." 

39. San Francisco Automobile Show. 

40. Three of the four principal figures in central dome of ·· 
Peace Palace at the Hague. 

41. The Commissioners' Room, Netherland Official Pa- · 
vilion, Panama Pacific Exposition. 

42. Entrance Hall, Netherland Pavilion. 

43. Rest Room, Netherland Pavilion. 
44. Illustration for a fairy tale. 

45. Four groups from pageant, Agricultural Fair, at the 
Hague, 1913. 

46. Four illustrations for book of Dutch folk songs: 
"The song of Pier-la-la." 
"The Man-of-War." 
"Patertje langs de kant.' ' 
''The little nun." 
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