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A Great Collector:
Bertha Honoré Palmer

The overwhelming generosity of enthusiastic collectors has brought many
works into the Art Institute’s collection. One of Chicago’s most pioneering
collectors was Mrs. Bertha Honoré Palmer, wife of noted hotelier Potter Palmer.
Mrs. Palmer was dedicated to collecting the most innovative art of her time,
and her immense generosity allowed many Impressionist works to enter our
collection in 1922. Take this brief tour to see a few of her exceptional gifts.

Gallery 201

Acrobats at the Cirque Fernando (Francisca and Angelina
Wartenberg) (1879) by Pierre-Auguste Renoir

Long beloved by museum visitors, Renoir’s painting of
two young German acrobats bowing and gathering tissue-
wrapped oranges was also Mrs. Palmer’s favorite. She kept
it with her at all times, even when she traveled to the East
Coast and Europe.

- Gallery 225
The Races at Longchamps (1866) by Edouard Manet

This dynamic painting by Edouard Manet captures the
explosive excitement of horse racing. Rejecting the long
tradition of depicting races from the side, Manet composes
the scene so that the frantic throng of horses and jockeys
thunders straight toward us.

Gallery 243

Stacks of Wheat (Sunset, Snow Effect) (1890/91)
by Claude Monet

In 1891 alone Mrs. Palmer purchased 25 paintings by Monet,
and by 1892 she owned at least eight of his renowned Stacks
of Wheat paintings. The series, depicting piles of threshed
wheat in the changing light of different seasons and times
of day, marked a new way of thinking about painting for
Monet. The images served as a tribute to France’s rich and
enduring rural life.

Gallery 246
Woman and Child at the Well (1882) by Camille Pissarro

A long-time master of the pastoral landscape, in the 1880s
Camille Pissarro shifted his focus to figures, often young
peasant girls taking a break from chores. The young woman
in the striped blouse in Woman and Child at the Well
appears in other works from this period. The boy in the
foreground is likely the artist’s son, Ludovic-Rodolphe,

who would have been four years old at the time.

Want to learn more about works from Bertha Honoré Palmer’s collection?
Visit the Museum Shop and pick up the recent publication
The Age of Impressionism at the Art Institute of Chicago.
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