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: MY MOTHER (1321)
Ceorge Wesley Bellows, Awmerican, 188R-1926
The Frank K. Wadsworth Hemorial Collection
dn excellent example of George Sellows® symputhetic snd vigorous portralture,
his dynamie composition, and bis low-keyed color hamonielr iz found in this fsmous
portralt of his mother. In the summer-of 1919 st Woodstock, Hew York, he had made
an oil gketoh of the nubject and it is in comparing t‘ais prelininary ptudy (now in
the Columbus (Ohio) Gallery of Fine Arts aﬁd- shown here in & photograph) with the
Mosterpicce of the Month that we appreclate the ertiet®s ability to add desigm to

reality. In both cases the background of his Columbus boyhood home was reconstruc-

 ted Irom memory and in both he has arranged the details of the Victorien interior

 sround the figure in sn interesting pattern of curves and straight limes. In ouy

~ painting, bowever, the emphusis on strong straight lines and reofangles. relieved

| only ravely by the curve of mirror, gold fish bowl, =zad belustrade, lends vigor teo

the painting and to Mrs. Bellows herself., His manipulation of elements in the com=
position changes her from & rather comforteble, plump, imert old lady to & powerful
personelily whose character and energy ome camnnot doubts

Note in our painting the suggestion of rectangles in the cheir bagk, the fold in
the silk es 1t falls over the knees, ths set of the shoulders, snd even the gbadow in
the halr at the top of the poampadour. The ehin end mouth are straighter, the V at
naek of the dress 18 more pronounced then inthe earlier version znd even the checks
on the tablecloth repest the rectangles whigh 411 the gcomposition. At this pericd
Bellows wus interested in the formulations of Uynamic Syme.try a8 expounded by Jay
Hembidge and his esrlier lnterest in geometric fremeworiks for his compositions wes:
snhunced by this sclentific study of the dynsmic rectengles. foumd in the compoai-
tdonp of so meny of the gresiest works of =all ages.

Hls color, so subdued, iz in perfect beraony with the dignity of the subjeet
end adds to the Impression of the dimly lighted Victorisn sitting room he wished
to recreate. Dellows 1t wae who at this early date started that new movement in
the srt of the Unitsd 8tates in which ugly Victorian objects tazke on e nostalgic glow,

The peinting sssuredly records for sll time & tyre of tmerican vomanlwod end &n

era now gone snd & son's sincere sppreclstion of the cuelities of a mother of whom W
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Supplementary Hateriai for Meeterpiece

Photograph 64‘.‘ My Mother, olil palnting by George Bellows, 1919
Columbus Cellery of Fine Arts, Columbus, Ohio

Photegraph of Eleenor, Jesn, end fnna, oil painting by Ceorge
Bellows of hig elderly sunt, his daughter, and his mother,
1920
Buffale Fine Arts Academy (.é.lbright Art Gellery)

Penoil Drawing of the figure, preparatory te the painting, Hy
Hothery by George Bellowe
Owned by The Art Institute of Chicage

Lithograph after the painting, Ky Mother, by George Bcllon, logl
Lent by
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Masterpiece of the Month for October 1941

Goorge Wesley Bellows, Amerlican, 1862-1926

The outst-,anding trait of Ceorge Bellows, his Americanism, is expluined by
his heritege snd training. He swas borm in Columbus, Ohio, in 18EE of perents
who bad gone to the Middle ¥%est from the Bast coegt. Iis mother's father had
been & Long lslead sheling captain snd his father was descended from the English-
men who foundsd Bellows Fells, Vermont. Entering Ohio State University im 1901
George became a typical versatile and vigorous imerigen student, a great zthlets,
& member of the Glee Club, and art editor of the yeur book.

In 1904 he moved Yo Wew York where except for summer gojourns in various
coastal end country resorts he lived the rest of hisg life. For three years he
studied painting #ith Bobert Henri snd socon ceme to shere with him ond with Slosn,
Glackeng and Luke the determination to fres imerican ert from the trite snd sen-
timentel refinements of the day., The truly American geiety and originelity which
marked Bellows'! works began at this time. In 1910 he merried Emme Stox;y end
therealter his wife snd his two daughters, Jesn and Anne, appesr often in his
portraite and se figures in his landscape compositions.

Bellows liked to record the vigorous setting of imerlcen life end many phases
of thet 1life itself: the rocky const, the blesk hills, snd the forms as well ag
the herd lsbor, the sparte, snd the pastimes of the imericen of his time., In bis
portraits of the elders in his family us in thig portr:it of nis mother he records
tad rouses our respect for that vigorous American womanhood which he admired,

Bellows was & picneer in bringing bacik to honor the technigue of lithography
and in thet medium he showed to cdventege his excellent draftemsnship wnd hig
ability to create dynemic cowpositions in black and white.

His early death in 1326 et the sge of forty-three brought to an end the cmreer
of on ertiet alrvady renowned, Of bim it hoe boen sedd, "Hip work will take its

plece beside the poetry of Whitmun =nd the marines of Homer. The three will be
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seen to conlt:ltute the most .innpiriﬁng, tha naut nat:lu, and the most deeply
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ﬂavored perfornances ln Anorignn art.

mnitney musesun,
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MASTERPIECE OF THE MONTH
OCTOBER 1941
GEORGE WESLEY BELLOWS: MY MOTEER (1921)

Books on digplay table in Reference Room - Ryersen Library.

708.1 Bailey, Harold J. George Bellows' painting: My Mother.
B87q (Brooklyn museum quarterly 22:74-79, April 1935.)
763 Bellows, George Wesley. George Bellows: his lithographs.
B44 New York and London, Alfred A. Knopf, 1928.

769.1 Bellows, George Wesley. The paintings of George Bellows.
Bd4p New York, Alfred A. Knopf, 1929.

705.1 Bellows, George Wesley. What dynamic symmetry means to me.
A51s (American art student 3:4-6, June 1921.)

708.1 Chicago art institute. A guide to the paintings in the
Cs83gp permanent collection. Chicage,1932. p.135-136
1932

759.1 Eggers, George Williem. George Bellows. New York,

Ba4e Whitney museum, ¢1931y. (American artists series).
705.1 Gutmwen, Walter. George Bellows. (Art in America and
A78% elsewhere 17:103-112, February 1929).

016.7 Index of twentieth century artists v.l no.6, March 1934,
138 P.r814-94: George Wesley Bellows, painter and

graver, 1882-1925,
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