CULTURAL CELEBRATIONS AND STORYTELLING
NAME: Kathryn Harmount
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GRADE LEVEL: Fifth Grade
STATE GOALS
• 2.B.2a Respond to literary material by making inferences, drawing
conclusions and comparing it to their own experience, prior
knowledge and other texts.
• 2.B.2b Identify and explain themes that have been explored in
literature from different societies and eras.
• 3.B.2b Establish central idea, organization, elaboration and unity in
relation to purpose and audience.
• 3.C.2a Write for a variety of purposes and for specified audiences
in a variety of forms including narrative (e.g., fiction,
autobiography), expository (e.g., reports, essays) and persuasive
writings (e.g., editorials, advertisements).
OBJECTIVES
• Students will:
o Learn how a single idea or story can be transformed through
cultural perspective and personal point-of-view.
o Distinguish the features of several different Cinderella stories
that are unique to a particular culture or era.
o Take what they learned about how the perspective of a
culture influences its stories and artwork, and apply it to their
own lives.
o Learn how personal point of view also impacts traditions.
MATERIALS/RESOURCES/GALLERY OBJECTS
• Several versions of Cinderella stories such as Rhodopis (Egyptian),
The Rough- Faced Girl (Native American) and Yeh-Shen (Chinese)
• Large pieces of bulletin board or chart paper (one piece for each
group)
• Markers (class set)
• Venn Diagrams (class set)
• Paper
• Pencils
PROCEDURES
Introduction
1. In whole group, discuss how many classic fairy tales were
originally passed on verbally instead of being written down.

These stories traveled all over the world and because the
storytellers changed, the stories themselves changed as well.
2. Explain to the class that they will be looking at a popular fairy
tale and comparing the version they are used to with versions
from around the world.
Making a Story Map
1. Ask students to recall what they know about the fairy tale
Cinderella. Write the list of ideas on the board.
2. Show students how to make a story map of the narrative by
drawing important events, adding descriptions when needed. (A
map should have 8-12 panels) Keep example story map
displayed.
3. Break class into groups of 4 students. Each group will be given
a version of Cinderella to read, from which they will create a
story map.
4. After students have had enough time to read and prepare group
maps, the different groups will present their maps to the class.
5. Once all groups have presented, the class will discuss how all
the stories follow the same basic map, but each one has its own
distinct features. Some areas to compare are the evil
stepmother/stepsisters, fairy godmother, and the shoe. Keep a
comparison chart on the board.
6. Ask students why they think their story has the differences that it
does. Discuss how the values of each culture are expressed
through their version of Cinderella.
Venn Diagram
1. Each student will individually complete a Venn diagram to
graphically compare the original version of Cinderella and the
new version they have read.
2. Tell students that cultural perspective has a large influence on
what happens in a certain area, but that even within that area,
each individual has a unique point-of-view that affects how they
see the traditions of their culture.
Celebration Stories
1. Discuss with students that something most cultures have in
common is the celebration. Talk about types of celebrations
(birthdays, holidays, accomplishments, etc.). Give students 5
minutes to brainstorm, during which they compile an inventory
of different celebrations they have with their friends and families.
2. Have students write about one kind of celebration from their list
that they have with their family or friends. They should describe
in detail why they celebrate and what they do in their
celebrations. If time permits, students can illustrate their
celebration stories.
3. In small groups, students will take turns sharing their celebration
story. Groups will discuss which part of the celebration comes

from culture and which parts are special traditions unique to the
individual.
4. Volunteers will have an opportunity to read their story to the
class.

