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THE MODERN WING OF THE ART INSTITUTE OF CHICAGO  

AWARDED SILVER LEED CERTIFICATION 

Building Recognized for Sustainable Design and Construction Practices 

 

The Art Institute of Chicago is pleased to announce that the 

Modern Wing, the museum’s 264,000-square-foot addition 

that opened May 16, 2009, has been awarded LEED® 

(Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) Silver 

certification by the U.S. Green Building Council and verified 

by the Green Building Certification Institute. LEED is the 

nation’s preeminent program for the design, construction, 

and operation of high performance green buildings. The 

certification recognizes the Art Institute’s commitment to 

sustainability and best practices in design and construction.  

 

“We are honored to be recognized by the U.S. Green Building Council,” said James Cuno, 

President and Eloise W. Martin Director of the Art Institute. “Sustainable building in museum 

design is an extremely challenging prospect, given the unique mission that museums have to 

preserve and display one-of-a-kind works of art in very specific conditions. We were very fortunate 

to have worked with the architect, Renzo Piano, to successfully balance the twin priorities of 

building a sustainable museum and creating the safest conditions for works of art. And we are 

also very grateful to the Illinois Clean Energy Community Foundation and Exelon Corporation, the 

Green Architecture Partners of the Modern Wing.” 

 



The LEED Silver certification was based on a number of green design and construction issues, 

including: the double-skin envelope or façade of the building, which creates a climate-controlled 

cavity that efficiently regulates temperatures and humidity levels in the galleries; a hybrid VAV 

ventilation system; the building’s reduced use of water; the innovative light filtration system that 

incorporates Piano’s signature “flying carpet” and that makes it possible to use safe natural light to 

illuminate the galleries; construction waste management; the building’s system for collecting and 

storing recyclables; green housekeeping practices; and low-emitting materials.  

 

The Art Institute of Chicago was an early leader in the field of energy conservation, having 

installed, nearly twenty years ago, what was then the largest solar array in the Midwest on the 

roof of its Daniel L. and Ada F. Rice Building. Thus sustainability was an important component of 

the Modern Wing since the earliest stages of its design. Approximately $19 million of the total 

project cost of $294 million was devoted to the creation and implementation of energy efficient 

and renewable features.  
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Web: www.artinstituteofchicago.org 
Twitter: @artinstitutechi 
Become a Facebook fan 
 
MUSEUM HOURS 
10:30 am–5:00 pm Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday  
10:30 am–8:00 pm Thursday, Friday 
10:00 am–5:00 pm Saturday, Sunday 
TARGET FREE THURSDAY EVENINGS AFTER 5:00 pm 
 
SUMMER HOURS (from Memorial Day to Labor Day) 
10:30 am–5:00 pm Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday  
10:30 am–9:00 pm Thursday 
10:30 am–8:00 pm Friday 
10:00 am–5:00 pm Saturday, Sunday 
TARGET FREE SUMMER EVENINGS THURSDAY AFTER 5:00 pm 
 
FREE FEBRUARY 1 TO 28   
Closed Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Day, and New Year’s Day.  
 
 
ADMISSION  
Adults $18.00 Includes all special exhibitions and coat check 
Children 14 and over, students, and seniors $12.00 Includes all special exhibitions and coat check 
Chicago residents receive a $2.00 discount with proof of residency 
Children under 14 always free 
Members always free  
 
Free Evenings are free to all. City of Chicago residents with Chicago Public Library cards can borrow a "Museum Passport" 
card from any library branch for free general admission to the nine members of Museums in the Park, including the Art 
Institute of Chicago.  
 
The Art Institute of Chicago is a museum in Chicago’s Grant Park, located across from Millennium Park. Visitors can enter 
the museum via the Michigan Avenue entrance or the Millennium Park entrance on Monroe Street. 


