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RENOWNED IMPRESSIONISM COLLECTION RETURNS HOME TO ART INSTITUTE 
* Eleven New Impressionist and Post-Impressionist Galleries Open December 19, 2008 * 

 
Masterpieces by Degas, Monet, Renoir, van Gogh, and More 

Reinstalled in Expanded, Renovated Spaces 
 
 
Just in time for the 2008 holiday season, the Art Institute of 

Chicago’s famed Impressionist and Post-Impressionist 

collection will be fully reinstalled in 11 newly renovated and 

expanded galleries by December 19, 2008. Masterpieces by 

artists such as Gustave Caillebotte, Edgar Degas, Claude 

Monet, Pierre Auguste Renoir, and Vincent van Gogh—

many of which were loaned to the Kimbell Art Museum in Ft. 

Worth, Texas, and enjoyed by approximately 170,000 visitors 

there during a four-month stay—have returned to Chicago. 

Their new galleries now feature more than 180 works on view 

and transform the way visitors experience this remarkable 

collection. Rearranged to more clearly and completely tell the story of Impressionism and Post-

Impressionism, these new Art Institute galleries offer an even richer presentation of this pivotal art 

movement of the late 19th century. 

 

In this new installation of the Art Institute’s Impressionist and Post-Impressionist collection, visitors 

will once again be greeted at the top of the Woman’s Board Grand Staircase by Gustave 

Caillebotte’s monumental Paris Street, Rainy Day and other iconic paintings from the height of the 

Impressionist period in the 1870s. Works that were once located in galleries south of this central 



space will now stretch east through upper Gunsaulus Hall, completing the Allerton Building’s new 

chronological circuit of European painting from the 15th through the 19th centuries. Two additional 

galleries and nearly 5,000 square feet of extra space now house the paintings that had been on 

loan during the renovation as well as European decorative arts and recently acquired objects that 

have never before been displayed. The new design offers a more comprehensive view of creative 

expression during this seminal period of art history.  

 

Especially notable among the new objects on 

view are several three-dimensional works, 

including Le Grenouillard (Frog-Man), a 

patinated plaster by symbolist artist Jean-

Joseph Carriès, and Earthly Paradise, a buffet 

cabinet carved and painted by Paul Gauguin 

and Émile Bernard in 1888. A number of the 

museum’s best-known paintings have also been 

reframed, including Edgar Degas’s Young 

Spartan Girls, Claude Monet’s Gare Saint- 

Lazare, and Pierre Auguste Renoir’s Woman at the Piano. These works will now be displayed in 

their original historic frames. The new suite of Impressionist and Post-Impressionist galleries is 

completed by a selection of Wiener Werkstätte decorative arts with paintings by Swiss artist 

Fernand Hodler from around 1900, creating an ideal stepping-stone to the collections of 20th- and 

21st- century art that will find their new home in the Modern Wing.  

 

The reinstallation of the Impressionist and Post-Impressionist collection is one of the signal events 

leading up to the opening of the Modern Wing on May 16, 2009. It is the movement of the 

collections of contemporary art, modern art, architecture and design, and photography into the 

Modern Wing that allowed for the rare opportunity to reinstall these Allerton galleries, many of 

which had not been renovated in 30 years.  

 

The return of this cherished Art Institute collection will bring with it a host of related events, 

including gallery tours of selected works on December 22, 24, and 29, 2008; and the first “After 

Dark” art party of the New Year on January 23, 2009. 

 
 
 



IMAGE CREDITS:  
Pierre Auguste Renoir. Two Sisters (On the Terrace), 1881. Mr. and Mrs. Lewis Larned Coburn Memorial Collection. 
Claude Monet. Arrival of the Normandy Train, Gare Saint-Lazare, 1877. Mr. and Mrs. Martin A. Ryerson Collection 
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MUSEUM HOURS 
10:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m. Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 
10:30 a.m.-8:00 p.m. Thursday 
10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. Saturday, Sunday 
 
TARGET FREE EVENINGS THURSDAY AFTER 5:00 p.m. 
Free all day, every day in February. 
Closed Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Day and New Year’s Day. 
Please check http://www.artinstituteofchicago.org before your visit.  
 
Admission: Adults, $12.00; Children 12 and over, students, and seniors, $7.00; Children under 12 free; 
members always free. Target Free Evenings are free to all, except for certain special exhibitions that may require full 
or extra admission fee. City of Chicago residents with Chicago Public Library cards can borrow a “Check Us Out” card 
from any library branch for free general admission to the nine members of Museums in the Park, including the Art 
Institute of Chicago. Members can always have free, unlimited access to the museum, including ticketed exhibitions. 
Join today at www.artic.edu/aic/joinnow. 
To reach the Art Institute on the World Wide Web, contact us at http://www.artinstituteofchicago.org 
 
The Art Institute of Chicago is a museum in Chicago’s Grant Park, located across from Millennium Park.    
 


