DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS el
INSTITVTE

CHICAGO

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
DECEMBER 15, 2010

MEDIA CONTACTS: Erin Hogan Chai Lee
(312) 443-3664 (312) 443-3625
ehogan@artic.edu clee4d@artic.edu

ART INSTITUTE ANNOUNCES MAJOR LONG-TERM LOAN OF
ANCIENT NEAR EASTERN STATUETTE
One of Only Two Existing Examples in the World

Rare Copper Statue Currently on View in Gallery 153

The Art Institute of Chicago is pleased to announce a major
long-term loan of a work of great significance: a copper statue
called Striding Horned Figure (Shaman/Demon) believed to
have been made 5,000 years ago, at the dawn of the third
millennium B.C. in the area of modern southwest Iran. The
statue depicts a bearded male figure wearing a horned
headdress and short boots with upturned toes, with the body of

a raptor over its shoulders. The figure may represent a

supernatural intermediary between the earthly and spiritual

worlds. The work, which had been previously been on loan to
the Brooklyn Museum of Art for more than 50 years, is one of a pair of virtually identical figures,
the companion belonging to the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York. The Striding Horned

Figure (Shaman/Demon) is currently on view in Gallery 153 of the Art Institute of Chicago.

“This statuette and its mate have intrigued scholars, students, and aficionados of Ancient Near
Eastern art and archaeology since they first appeared more than 60 years ago,” said Karen
Manchester, the Elizabeth Mcllvaine Curator of Ancient Art and chair of the Department of
Ancient and Byzantine Art at the Art Institute. “They are unlike anything we have encountered

from this region and era. The quality, age, and rarity make this statuette the most important loan



to the museum for its collection of ancient art. We are extremely grateful to the lender for the

opportunity to present this important work to the people of Chicago.”

Although the statuette features the naturalistic rendering of human anatomy and bodily
proportions typical of such lowland urban centers of Mesopotamia as Sumer, the iconography of
a horned being protected by a raptor’s body and wearing the distinctive boots of a mountain
dweller suggest it was instead the product of the Proto-Elamites, who inhabited the highland
region east of the Tigris River, later known as Elam. The Proto-Elamites had a long tradition of
creating figures combining human and animal forms or humans wearing the attributes of animals.
They are also recognized as having highly developed metalworking skills. While images of a
horned figure have been found in archaeological excavations from the region since the late
Neolithic period, this statuette is a striking and prototypical example of the representational
conventions of Ancient Near Eastern art and therefore profoundly important to the Art Institute’s

presentation of ancient art.

Image Credit: Unknown/Proto-Elamite. Striding Horned Figure (Shaman/Demon), 3000-2800 B.C. Copper. Height:
175 cm (6 7/8 in.); Width: 5.4 cm (2 1/8 in.). The Art Institute of Chicago. Anonymous loan.
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MUSEUM HOURS

10:30 am-5:00 pm Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday

10:30 am-8:00 pm Thursday, Friday

10:30 am-5:00 pm Saturday, Sunday

TARGET FREE THURSDAY EVENINGS AFTER 5:00 pm

Closed Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Day, and New Year’s Day.

ADMISSION

Adults $18.00 Includes all special exhibitions and coat check

Children 14 and over, students, and seniors $12.00 Includes all special exhibitions and coat check
Chicago residents receive a $2.00 discount with proof of residency

Children under 14 always free

Members always free

Free Evenings are free to all. City of Chicago residents with Chicago Public Library cards can borrow a "Museum Passport"
card from any library branch for free general admission to the nine members of Museums in the Park, including the Art
Institute of Chicago.



