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ART INSTITUTE ENGAGES CHILDREN’S CREATIVITY WITH “CURIOUS CORNER” 

New Interactive Site Incudes Enhanced Games, Lively Animation 
 
 

The Art Institute of Chicago’s 

Department of Museum 

Education has just launched 

Curious Corner, a vibrant 

children’s interactive game that 

brings the museum’s collection of 

art to life. Packed with lively 

animation and fun features, the dynamic program encourages young Web users and their 

families to explore more than 30 works of art from around the world through playful and 

creative activities. Developed by the Art Institute in collaboration with Sandbox Studios, Inc., 

a design company dedicated to educational programs and technology, Curious Corner is 

now accessible on the Web as well as on dedicated computers inside the museum.  

 

“Opening the new Ryan Education Center in the Modern Wing has really been a catalyst for 

us to bring the world of museum education into the twenty-first century,” said Robert 

Eskridge, the Woman’s Board Endowed Executive Director of the Department of Museum 

Education. “The education center is now fully equipped with state-of-the-art computer 

terminals, wireless laptops and interactive whiteboard technology, and, in the classrooms 

and studios, multimedia projection and display systems. With Curious Corner on the Web, 

we’re now able to bring all the advances of the Ryan Education Center into the homes of 

families and visitors.” 



 

Curious Corner introduces families, children, and educators to the Art Institute’s diverse 

collection, teaches basic visual skills, and promotes the museum in a stimulating, intuitive, 

and appealing way. The activities allow children to “learn by doing”: children can interact 

with works of art through both words and pictures, experiment with visual elements and 

principles, and use different styles of design to create something new. The broad selection 

of artworks featured in the program include American and European paintings, African 

masks, Indian artifacts, and contemporary works—offering children of all ages ample 

opportunity to encounter and discover a diverse array of styles, media, and cultures. 

 

On the homepage of Curious Corner, users can choose from three different activities: “Story 

Time,” “Match Up,” and “Play with Art.” “Story Time” enables children to explore the 

background behind three different art objects with animated tales that allow web visitors to 

click on components throughout. “Match Up” teaches careful looking skills to children 

through the act of combining textures, shapes, and sounds with details in famous artworks. 

The third section, “Play with Art,” encourages kids to create their own mask or Joseph 

Cornell box and match faces to famous portraits—all while teaching them about the art that 

inspired the games. 

 

Curious Corner is one of many ongoing technology initiatives that the Art Institute’s Museum 

Education department has developed in recent years for its audiences, both online and 

inside the museum. It continues the museum’s award-winning tradition of innovation in 

education that can be found in previous interactive exhibitions such as Telling Images and 

Faces, Places, and Inner Spaces.  

 

Curious Corner can be accessed through one of the computer terminals found in the Vitale 

Family Room of the Ryan Education Center in the Modern Wing or online at 

http://www.artic.edu/aic/education/CC/. This program is one of many that support the Art 

Institute’s goals to serve families and enhance the appreciation and enjoyment of art.  
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Web: www.artinstituteofchicago.org 
Twitter: @artinstitutechi 
Become a Facebook fan 
 
 
 
MUSEUM HOURS 
10:30 am–5:00 pm Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday  
10:30 am–8:00 pm Thursday  
10:00 am–5:00 pm Saturday, Sunday 
TARGET FREE THURSDAY EVENINGS AFTER 5:00 pm 
 
SUMMER HOURS (from Memorial Day to Labor Day) 
10:30 am–5:00 pm Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday  
10:30 am–9:00 pm Thursday, Friday  
10:00 am–5:00 pm Saturday, Sunday 
TARGET FREE SUMMER EVENINGS THURSDAY AND FRIDAY AFTER 5:00 pm 
 
FREE FEBRUARY 1 TO 28   
Closed Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Day, and New Year’s Day.  
 
ADMISSION  
Adults $18.00 Includes all special exhibitions and coat check 
Children 14 and over, students, and seniors $12.00 Includes all special exhibitions and coat check 
Chicago residents receive a $2.00 discount with proof of residency 
Children under 14 always free 
Members always free  
 
Free Evenings are free to all. City of Chicago residents with Chicago Public Library cards can borrow a "Museum 
Passport" card from any library branch for free general admission to the nine members of Museums in the Park, 
including the Art Institute of Chicago.  
 
The Art Institute of Chicago is a museum in Chicago’s Grant Park, located across from Millennium Park. 
Visitors can enter the museum via the Michigan Avenue entrance or the Millennium Park entrance on Monroe 
Street. 
 


